The Honors Thesis and the French or Spanish Major
Description of an Honors Thesis in French or Spanish:  The French or Spanish Honors thesis is an opportunity for majors to do independent research on a topic they find intellectually invigorating.  In Spanish, this research goes above and beyond what is required in the Senior Seminar.  Research may be conducted in various areas, including but not limited to linguistics, literary analysis, cultural studies, translation, film, phonetics, applied language research, or field-based research (for foreign language teaching licensure majors).  Theses are written in the target language, and the oral defense is also conducted in the target language.

Selecting a Mentor:  Students are responsible for identifying an appropriate thesis director from among faculty in the Department of Foreign Languages.  When a potential mentor has been identified, the student should make an appointment with the faculty member to discuss the feasibility of the topic and to verify that the faculty member’s expertise is compatible with the topic and the individual is available to serve as mentor.  To ensure a proper balance between faculty expertise and student interest, all honors topics must be approved by the appropriate language section, in consultation with the chair. Following section approval, the department will be informed of the topic and mentor. Generally, the faculty member supervising an honors thesis must have the terminal degree. Exceptions can be made with approval of the full department. In cases where a DFL faculty member will supervise a thesis outside the department (e.g. in International Studies), the faculty member should inform the department.
Senior Seminar in Spanish and other Requirements in the Major:  Unless a student is studying abroad in the target language for two semesters, students writing honors theses are required to take the Senior Seminar in their major during the junior year.  A student may petition the department subcommittee to recommend that the department chair authorize substitution of 4 semester hours of thesis credit for a comparable 300-level course in the same area of study (literature, grammar, or culture).  

What Constitutes Acceptable Thesis Work in Foreign Languages:  An acceptable thesis in Spanish or French goes significantly beyond what is produced in any other course.  The thesis should define the topic clearly, position the topic within the field by justifying its value and evaluating other work in the area, review previous work in the area, and utilize appropriate methodology or critical tools of analysis in creative study of the topic.  It must be well written, in the target language, and accompanied by notes and a bibliography.  The minimum acceptable length is 40 pages, plus notes and bibliography.  Further details regarding the thesis proposal and format are found in the Department Guidelines for an Honors Thesis.
Time Frame:  While determination of an appropriate time frame for researching and writing the thesis is best left to each student and mentor, students are strongly encouraged to identify the probable area of research and faculty mentor before their semester abroad.   Students must formulate a detailed projected schedule of progress that the mentor will review and monitor.  

