SUMMER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE (SURE) 

Application

Applications must be submitted by 4:00 pm on Tuesday, December 6, 2011, to Lindner Hall, room 200.

Additionally, all application materials must be sent in PDF format via email to millerp@elon.edu. Please submit your application in one complete file.
A faculty member who will serve as a mentor must nominate a student applicant for the SURE Program. Awards will be announced by the beginning of February, 2012.

	NOTE:  SURE is intended to be a mutually beneficial, intense mentoring experience.  

Both the faculty member and the student involved are expected to attend the initial and mid-term meetings, as well as all final presentations (two days at the end of the program).  Please see the schedule of activities given on the final page of this document.  If the student and mentor are unable to attend the required meetings, a SURE application should not be submitted.
The mentor and student should meet often, and the mentor is expected to be available to the student researcher for the majority of the 8-week program period.

Applicants are advised that the Undergraduate Research Program Advisory Committee takes these factors into consideration when selecting SURE fellows, and a strong application will address them.


Proposals must include the following: 

A. Cover sheet with personal information (see attached).

B. Description of the overall project (written by student & mentor).  The description should include:

1.  a research question or line of inquiry with research goal(s) clearly articulated;

2.  the rationale for researching the question, written for individuals outside the discipline, clearly explaining the importance of the work within the discipline; and

3. a brief description of the planned methodology or process; and

4.  references to relevant scholarly work, cited using citation methods appropriate to your discipline (e.g. APA, MLA, Chicago Style Manual).

C. Description of the specific responsibilities of the student (written by mentor, can be included in the letter of recommendation, section G, if appropriate).

D. Description of the educational benefits for the student (written by the student).

E. Description of the planned mentoring relationship (e.g., planned contacts etc.) (written by mentor). 

F. Description of any special circumstances and reason for circumstances (for instance, the research will be conducted in June and August rather than June and July because mentor will be out of the country during July).    

G. Letter of recommendation for the student written by the mentor.  Consider this a separate item to be included but not within the body of the application.  This should include specific comments regarding the qualifications of the student to participate in the proposed research.

H. Biographical sketch of the mentor, including information specifically oriented to the proposed research.  This might be considered a summarized vita, 4 pages maximum, that indicates the mentor’s record of mentoring and expertise in the area of the proposed research.  Younger faculty, of course, are not expected to have an extended record of mentoring, but will benefit from any evidence of dedication to mentoring undergraduate research.

I. Student transcript (an unofficial one printed from OnTrack will suffice).

The Project Description (item B, parts 1, 2, & 3 above) should not exceed five double-spaced pages (note that this limit does not include references, which can take additional pages as needed).  It is expected that the faculty mentor and student will collaborate on writing the narrative portion of the proposal; however, section D must demonstrate that the student understands the nature of the project and his/her responsibilities.

SUMMER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

S U R E

Proposal Cover Sheet

Submit a typed application and cover sheet to Lindner Hall, room 200.

Student Name

      




Student’s Elon ID (Datatel) Number      
Campus Box

      






E-mail address

      
Local Phone

      

Year in School
:  FORMDROPDOWN 


Student’s Major 
                           
Faculty Mentor
      






Mentor’s Department
      
Do you anticipate needing summer on-campus housing? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES
 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO

Project Title

       
1. Please check all of the following that apply to you.


(Note that this will in no way influence any decisions – this information is only for our records and assessment) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Elon College Fellow
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Arts and Humanities Scholar  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Social Science Scholar

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Science Fellow

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Honors Fellow 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
NC Teaching Fellow

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Business Fellow

 FORMCHECKBOX 
JCM Fellow

2. If the proposed work is an extension of  previous work, indicate support received in the past


(Note that this will in no way influence any decisions – this information is only for our records and assessment) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research Grant(s)      FORMCHECKBOX 
Travel Grant(s)      FORMCHECKBOX 
SURE      FORMCHECKBOX 
UR Scholarship (Rawls, Glen Raven, Sinclair, Wise)
3. I have presented, or plan to present, at 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
NCUR 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Professional Conference

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other Undergraduate Conference


If other than NCUR, please specify:       
I understand that SURE is a full-time appointment, and that participating in summer courses during the SURE program is not permitted, nor is it permitted that a I receive both course credit and a stipend for a given research period.

Applicant's Signature

                                          ___________
Date ___________    
I understand that SURE involves a concerted mentoring effort, and that I am expected to (1) attend the two general meetings (beginning and mid-way through the program), (2) attend all of the final presentations (two days at the end of the program), and (3) meet with my student researcher often and be available her/him during the majority of the program period.
Faculty Mentor's Signature
                                          ___________
Date                     


Summer Undergraduate Research Experience

S U R E 2012
Schedule of Activities

6 December 2011
SURE applications due

31 January 2012
SURE applicants informed of reviewers decisions

31 May 2012

SURE begins

Note that it is acceptable for a student-mentor team to begin SURE research on a date other than this in order to accommodate vacation or other inactive periods during the summer. 
06 June 2012

Opening Luncheon (required attendance by all participants and mentors)
Each student will participate in an informal discussion of their project and his/her goals for the summer research period.

14 June 2012

SURE research grant requests due (optional)

27 June 2012

Mid-SURE Luncheon (required attendance by all participants and mentors)
Each student will participate in an informal discussion on the status of her/his project at that point in the program.

26 July 2012

SURE discussion sessions (required attendance by all participants and mentors).
Specific times are TBA, but probably 10:30 am-12:00 pm.

26 July 2012

SURE Banquet (12:00pm-1:30pm)

14 September 2012
SURE project presentations (required attendance by all participants and mentors).
Specific times are TBA, but probably 2:00 pm-5:00 pm.

