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November 9, 2007
Dear Guidance Counselor,

The Elon University Multicultural Center is now accepting applications for “The Watson Community Mentoring Program.” This program benefits a select group of first generation, college-bound high school juniors attending both public and private schools in Alamance County.  It is an extension of the Leon and Lorrain Watson North Carolina Scholarship Program, which currently enrolls students from North Carolina at Elon University who are first generation students and have achieved academic success despite hardship.  Last year we accepted six students into the “Watson Community Mentoring Program” from Walter Williams High School and Clover Garden Charter School.  These students are now completing their second and final year in the program.

The goal of the program is to assist high school students, beginning their junior year to become acclimated with the college environment by attending activities, cultural events, workshops and seminars with their mentor on the campus of Elon University.  During their senior year, students will spend a day on campus shadowing their mentor, attending classes and programs that focus on planning for college.  It is important to note that this mentoring program is not a recruiting device for Elon University, but an opportunity for Elon students to demonstrate their commitment to community by serving as role models to area high school students.

In preparation for the many events and activities to be enjoyed, students selected to participate will attend a one-day orientation on Elon’s campus in late March.  Efforts to identify students that would be a good fit for this program requires your help.  If you know of students at your school that would benefit from this program, please encourage them to apply.  Your recommendation will weigh heavily in helping to secure a spot for the students you recommend.  Information about the program and instructions on how to apply is enclosed, and can be obtained by visiting www.elon.edu/multicultural.  Students who wish to take advantage of this program should submit their application materials by December 14, 2007.

Please feel free to direct any questions about The Watson Mentoring Program to L’Tanya Richmond at richmond@elon.edu or call 278-7243.  All of us in the Multicultural Center and the Watson Scholarship Program look forward to working with you and your students in the coming years.

Sincerely,

L’Tanya Richmond


Janus Rogerson 08’

Director, Multicultural Center

Scholarship Student Program Coordinator

Enclosures

Guidelines for the Watson Community Mentoring Program

Introduction

One of the fundamental aspects of the Leon and Lorraine Watson North Carolina Scholarship program is a commitment to lifelong civic engagement.  The program was designed specifically for North Carolina students who have shown a commitment to preparing themselves to better the communities in which they live.  

According to Guidelines for Mentoring Programs, “through mentoring, the valuable resource of having a mentor is extended to the youth in the community.”  The Watson students have the experience of both being mentored and of being a mentor themselves.  Such an experience can build understanding and acceptance of the role of mentor as well as develop a greater sense of self-esteem, foster responsibility and encourage involvement in the community.

Purpose

Through regular interaction with college students and attendance of events on the campus of Elon University, the purpose of this mentoring program is to help high school students, beginning their junior year, get acclimated with the college environment, motivating and preparing them for college through a variety of activities, seminars and workshops.  

Not only will this help the students get socially prepared for college, but it will also create local awareness of the Watson Scholarship Program, creating a network between the Watson Scholarship Program and the Alamance County Community.  This program will inform guidance counselors of the benefits of the Watson Program and enlighten students of the benefits of attending college.

Program Requirements

Mentors (College Student)

· Will be of sophomore or junior status college students.

· Will be in good standing with the Watson Scholarship Program.

· Will commit to be a mentor for three consecutive semesters, excluding the winter term session.

· Will be socially and academically responsible during the duration of their mentoring experience.

· Will assist the mentee in identifying academic goals and objectives.

· Will encourage mentee to keep them (the mentor) informed of college preparation activities.

· Will provide guidance and support to the student by creating an atmosphere of openness, caring and concern where meaningful communication and trust can exist.

Mentee (High School)
· Must be willing to commit to this program 1 ½ years.

· Must be willing to work with people of diverse backgrounds.

· Must be in good standing with their respective high school.

· Must have an open mind.

· Must have a positive attitude.

· Students selected must attend all events.  Failure to attend events will result in dismissal from the program.  A schedule of events is enclosed.

Application Process

Essay Topic

The program is designed to give college-bound high school juniors an opportunity to have a meaningful and rewarding mentoring experience.  Students interested in the Watson Community Mentoring Program should write about how their study habits, leadership involvement and civic engagement will ultimately prepare them for college.

Eligibility

High school students in grade 11, enrolled in private, public and charter schools in Alamance County.
Criteria

Essays submitted must be at least one-page on the topic listed above.  Essays must be double spaced, typed or printed neatly.  Essays must be postmarked no later than December 14, 2007 and mailed with the attached application to the Multicultural Center, 2985 Campus Box, Elon, NC 27244 or delivered to the Multicultural Center, Moseley Center Room 221-B.  Each student applicant must fill out the application and include the name of one high school official (guidance counselor, teacher or principal) as a reference.  All student applicants will be contacted by phone for an interview and notified in January 2008. 
Watson Community Mentoring Program

Schedule of Activities
Semester 1- Spring 2008

· Friday, February 15, 2008 (5:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.)

Program Reception and Dinner for new and returning program participants followed by The Phantom, presented by the Department of Performing Arts.

· One athletic event in March

· Friday, April 4, 2008 (5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.)

Closing Dinner with graduating program participants
· Saturday, April 5, 2008 (8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)

Admissions Open House & Workshop

Semester 2- Fall 2008

Upon evaluation of students’ participation and progress during the first semester, each student will then participate in:

· October 2008 (8:00 a.m. 3:30 p.m.)

Shadow Day – Attend classes with mentor

· One athletic event in September

· One cultural event in October

Semester 3- Spring 2009

· Workshop

· One athletic or cultural event in February

· One athletic or cultural event in March

· Farewell/ Congratulations Dinner in April

** January is purposefully left out so that Elon students may have the opportunity to participate in the University study abroad program. 

** The Watson Program Director will provide all tickets to on-campus cultural and athletic events.

The Watson Community Mentoring Program

Achieving Success Through Developing Minds

2008 A P P L I C A T I O N

Instructions:  The application and one-page essay must be postmarked by December 14, 2007.  The essay may be attached to the application and should include information about the applicant’s study habits, leadership involvement, civic engagement and overall preparation for college.

Full Name _________________________________________
 Gender:  (please circle)          Female      Male     

Address __________________________________________________________________________________


      Street                       Apt.                                 City                       State                           Zip

Telephone Number (______) ___________________           E-mail Address ____________________________

Name of Parents / Guardians _________________________________________________________________

Select the group with which you identify:  (please check or list)
___ African American/Black
___ American Indian or Alaskan Native

___ Asian or Pacific Islander


___ Hispanic/Latino

 ___ White/Caucasian



Other __________________












        (specify)

Are you a U.S. Citizen:
(please check)
        ___ Yes ___ No

School _____________________________________          School Phone Number ______________________

School Address ____________________________________________________________________________

Name of School Official Recommending Student __________________________________________________









(please print)

Signature of School Official __________________________________ Email Address: ____________________
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Director, Multicultural Center


L’Tanya Richmond


(336) 278-7243


richmond@elon.edu





Scholarship Student Program Coordinator


Janus Rogerson


(336) 278-7423


jrogerson@elon.edu





Elon University Multicultural Center


www.elon.edu/multicultural


 


Contacts:





Included you will find:


  Guidance Counselor Letter


  Guidelines and Program Description


  5 applications
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