Developing Your Learning Communities Syllabus
Learning Communities @ Elon University: Where Living and Learning Meet
A collaborative project of Residence Life and Academic Affairs
Because LC advisors focus on curricular connections and unique out-of-class experiences, it makes sense to think about planning for Learning Communities as similar to syllabus development.  Just as with courses, Learning Communities require clear learning objectives, projects, expectations, and schedules.  

Learning Community 





 Semester 



Faculty/Staff Member(s) 






















 

Department(s) 











Learning Communities Objectives/Goals (based on academic, personal and social development and success OR based on other idealistic notions, faculty involvement, projects, student leadership, etc.):

1.

2.  

3

4. 

Answer these Planning Questions BEFORE Proceeding

1) How will this Learning Community enhance connections between/among students and faculty/staff?

2) What skills or knowledge do you hope students acquire/access as a result of their participation?

3) Considering the UNIQUE nature and benefits of the living-learning environment, how can faculty, in-class learning, out-of-class experiences, & your LC theme be integrated into community life in order to advance a departmental goal or support students in a unique manner?

4) How can you help students learn how to a) collaborate and b) develop “connected knowing” outside the classroom on disciplinary projects?  How can you push students to test their skills/knowledge through applications, experiences, reflection and synthesis outside the classroom (discussions, trips, projects, speakers and events)?

5) How can you collaborate with and include other faculty/initiatives in your department?  How can you build and maintain community among students in the Learning Community?

Develop Your LC “Syllabus”

Based on your goals and answers above, construct a “syllabus” for your LC, trying to keep in mind the ideas of community, collaboration, linking theory with practice, reflection/synthesis, and curricular connections.
Depending on your answers above, the syllabus for your LC could include any of the following: 

● Learning objectives

● Projects

● Expectations/Requirements
● Schedules

● Assignments


● Texts/Materials 
● Community Description  


Please submit your Learning Community syllabus/objectives annually to Residence Life.  Also plan to 

discuss with students your ideas related to goals, curricular links, events, leadership opportunities.

