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Although teen pregnancy rates have dropped since 1991, the U.S. has the highest teen pregnancy rate in the developed world (84 teens per thousand among women ages 15- 19). It is estimated that if U.S. teen childbearing could be lowered to a rate equal to that of the Netherlands, $921 million in public funding could be saved for other programs. Fewer than one third of teen mothers ever finish school; reducing the pregnancy rate would also be likely to aid graduation rates. Yet these teens do not deserve to be reduced to being described only by these negative statistics. This is a qualitative, ethnographic study of people in a stigmatized subculture. Teen mothers identified through various social agencies and community organizations in Alamance County, North Carolina, were interviewed in multiple sessions over a number of weeks in an investigation to illuminate the characteristics of young people in this subgroup delineating singular and common attitudes, joys, sorrows, hopes, and fears. I met with six young women – Brittany, Megan, Ashleigh, Kaya, Stacy, and Destiny – who shared their lives in detail and were recorded in dozens of audio interviews and in photographs that were woven into a documentary report in a style similar to "The Youngest Parents: Teenage Pregnancy As It Shapes Lives," the study completed by child psychiatrist Robert Coles in 1997. The young mothers' stories carry common themes including instances of shunning by the community while they were pregnant, fears of childbirth, emotional struggles with the fathers of their children, and pride in parenthood.
