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Letter from the Dean

After several years of discussion, members of Elon College, 
the College of Arts and Sciences, adopted a vision statement 
that guides our work (see below). The vision statement reflects 
community members’ commitment to creating innovative 
intellectual and social climates that challenge our students. 

More than 2,700 undergraduate students enroll in one of our 
major degree programs. All Elon students benefit from their deep 
study of the arts and sciences, which prepares them to analyze 
complex problems through creative cognitive and behavioral 
strategies and disciplinary knowledge. 

Our faculty and staff embrace mentoring and teaching 
opportunities that assist students in reaching academic, personal 
and professional goals. In this annual report, we share highlights 
of the many accomplishments of our students, faculty members 
and programs as they work toward realizing our shared vision:

ELON COLLEGE, THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES:
Inspired by intellectual curiosity, passion and integrity, we 
champion disciplinary knowledge and interdisciplinary 
applications to reflect upon, respond to and offer solutions to 
critical problems in a complex and changing world.

Best wishes,

Gabie E. Smith
Dean of Elon College, the College of Arts and Sciences



PROGRAMS OF STUDY
Elon College, the College of Arts and Sciences is comprised 
of 20 departments and several interdisciplinary programs:

 

Natural, Mathematical and Computational Sciences

Biology
Biochemistry
Chemistry
Computing Sciences
Engineering
Environmental Studies

Environmental and Ecological Studies
Environmental and Sustainability 

Studies
Exercise Science
Mathematics & Statistics
Physics

Arts and Humanities

Art & Art History
Arts Administration
Dance Science
Drama and Theatre Studies
English

Music 
Performing Arts 
Philosophy
Religious Studies
World Languages & Cultures 

Social and Behavioral Sciences

History & Geography
Human Service Studies
International & Global Studies
Political Science & Policy Studies

Public Health Studies
Psychology
Sociology & Anthropology

The College houses innovative disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary programs:

African & African-American Studies
American Studies
Asian Studies
Astronomy
Classical Studies
Criminal Justice Studies
Digital Art
Geographic Information Systems
Geography
German Studies
Interreligious Studies
Italian Studies

Jazz Studies
Jewish Studies
Latin American Studies
Leadership Studies
Middle East Studies
Multimedia Authoring
Neuroscience
Peace & Conflict Studies
Photography
Poverty & Social Justice Studies
Professional Writing Studies
Women’s, Gender, and Sexualities 

Studies

We encourage students to also explore pre-professional and 
service advising programs:

Health Professions
Pre-Law 
Nonprofit Leadership

Military Science
Peace Corps Prep Program

Through the curriculum in these departments and programs, 
the College offers 45 majors and more than 50 minors.
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JJ Niemann ’17  |  Music Theatre

JJ Niemann graduated magna cum 
laude with a BFA in music theatre and 
a minor in business administration. 
Within days of Elon’s Commencement, 
he auditioned for the Broadway 
company of “The Book of Mormon” 
and was cast as a swing, covering 
seven tracks in the ensemble. He 
began rehearsals the day after his 
audition — before he’d even moved 
to New York City. During his Elon 
career, JJ appeared in many stage 
productions, including as Mister 
Mistoffelees in “Cats;” performed in 
or choreographed for several benefit 
presentations; and received numerous 
awards, including a Presidential 
Scholarship.

Kelly Richard ’17  |  English

A Teaching Fellow and member of the 
Omicron Delta Kappa, Phi Kappa Phi 
and Sigma Tau Delta honor societies, 
Kelly Richard received a Fulbright award 
to teach English in Indonesia. While 
at Elon, she opened a chapter of the 
national organization She’s the First, 
which promotes education for girls in 
developing countries. She also worked 
in The Writing Center and contributed 
to the mission of the Elon Academy, a 
college access and success program.

STUDENT
SHOWCASE



Ben Lutz ’17  |  International and Global Studies & Political Science 

The U.S. Department of State selected Ben Lutz for its 2016 Critical Language 
Scholarship Program, which provided him a summer opportunity to study 
Arabic in Tangier, Morocco, and a semester in Jordan, where he also researched 
that nation’s response to its latest wave of refugees. He returned to Jordan this 
summer via another CLS scholarship. An Elon College Fellow and a semifinalist 
for a Fulbright award, Ben received the Katharine duPont Weymouth 
Scholarship, awarded to an outstanding student in the social sciences, and 
the Carole and Doug Bruns Endowment for International Service-Learning. 
He served as co-coordinator of the Poverty Simulation program, president 
of Model United Nations, president of the Arabic Language Organization 
and a student ambassador for the Kernodle Center for Service Learning and 
Community Engagement. He also contributed to Hillel, the Intellectual Climate 
Working Group, Global Ambassadors and the LEAD Program.   
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Ben Bridges ’17  |  Anthropology

Ben Bridges was an Honors Fellow and a community 
director for both the LEAD Program and the Honors 
Program. He received a Kenan Scholarship, the 
Outstanding Senior in Anthropology Award and 
the prestigious Lumen Prize. Ben also received the 
Carrie-Hunter Tate Award from the American 
Anthropological Association and the Student Paper 
Prize at the 2017 Southern Anthropological Society 
annual meeting. Drawing on research he conducted 
during a semester studying in Peru, Ben’s paper was 
titled “Navigating Globalization through Myth in 
Quechua Communities of Southern Peru.” Looking 
ahead, Ben has been offered the only full scholarship 
to Indiana University’s Folklore Ph.D. program.
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Emma Nault ’17  |  
Biology & Environmental 
and Ecological Sciences

As a double major, 
Emma Nault immersed 
herself in diverse 
experiences. In her 
senior year, she served 
as the president of the 
Biology Honors Society 
(Tri-Beta) and as the Sustainability Project 
database intern. Emma’s Elon College 
Fellows research project was, “Figuring 
the Fate of S. Bomifrons: Can Southern 
Populations of this Species Withstand 
the Climate Change?” She did summer 
research at a field station in Colorado 
and studied abroad in Tanzania where, 
combining her love of nature and her spirit 
of adventure, Emma summited Mount 
Kilimanjaro in May 2016.

Kelly Reagan ’17  |   Mathematics and Statistics  

Kelly Reagan gave two oral presentations at the 
Eighth Annual Undergraduate Research Conference 
at the Interface of Biology and Mathematics in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. The conference is organized 
by the National Institute for Mathematical and 
Biological Synthesis. One presentation related to her 
ongoing undergraduate research project at Elon, “A 
Mathematical Model of Dengue Fever Incorporating 
Human Travel.” This research also served as the basis 
for presentations at the Biology and Medicine Through 
Mathematics Conference at Virginia Commonwealth 
University in Richmond, Virginia, and the 11th Annual 
Regional Mathematics and Statistics Conference at the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro.

Leena Dahal ’17  | International and Global Studies & Strategic 
Communications

A double major with a minor in religious studies, Leena Dahal was 
selected from a pool of about 6,000 applicants for a prestigious 
Gates Cambridge Scholarship. The award will support her pursuit 
of a master’s degree in modern South Asian studies at Cambridge 
University in England. Leena received the Lumen Prize at Elon, 
researching the role of social media in shaping youth agency and 
the impacts of digital inclusion and exclusion during periods of 
national crisis, with a particular emphasis on her home country of 
Nepal. In 2016 she worked as part of a team of researchers for the 
Imagining the Internet Center at the United Nations-facilitated 
Global Internet Governance Forum in João Pessoa, Brazil. She also 
received the Brad Hamm International Scholarship Award, was an 
International Fellow and served as an award-winning journalist for 
Elon News Network.
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Department of Public Health Studies created

Public health studies has grown to one of the largest majors 
in the College of Arts and Sciences since being offered in 
2011. With close to 200 students as majors, the Department 
of Public Health Studies launches this fall. Four faculty 
members will be housed in the department: Professor of 
Human Service Studies Cindy Fair, Assistant Professor 
of Public Health Studies Katherine Johnson, Assistant 
Professor of Public Health Studies Stephanie White and 
Senior Lecturer in Health and Human Performance Amanda 
Tapler. Several other faculty members will contribute to the 
interdisciplinary degree program through their teaching and 
work with students. Public health studies students achieve 
impressive outcomes at Elon and beyond, both in terms 
of research projects and internship placements. Recent 
graduates have gone on to nursing and physician assistant 
programs, medical schools, speech/language pathology and 
social work programs at Emory University, Yale University, 
Columbia University, Northwestern University and the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

Changes are afoot in English

The English department faculty voted in spring 2017 to revise 
the curriculum in the 2017–18 academic year to include new 
majors in professional writing and rhetoric (both B.A. and 
B.S. degrees). This recommendation will come before the 
University Curriculum Committee in the fall. 

Two new faculty joined the department in August. 
Assistant Professor Erin Pearson (B.A., Harvard; M.A., Ph.D., 
University of California at Irvine) is teaching American 
literature. Lecturer Margaret Chapman (B.A., Dartmouth 
College; M.F.A., The School of the Art Institute of Chicago) 
will teach in the first-year writing program.

A bequest from the estate of Congressman Howard 
Coble, who represented North Carolina’s 6th district (which 
includes Alamance County) for more than 30 years, provided 
seed money for renovations of Alamance 201, the laptop 
computer lab used for first-year writing instruction. Coble’s 
gift was made in honor of the late Helen Euliss, professor 
emerita of English. Renovations will provide a flexible 
learning space for collaborative pedagogy often used within 
English, and will accommodate students bringing their own 
devices to use in the classroom setting.

Department of Mathematics and Statistics 
continues to excel 

The Department of Mathematics and Statistics continues 
to offer a curriculum that is pertinent, rigorous and 
experiential for all of its majors, whether students seek to 
attend graduate school or enter the workforce. Faculty in the 
mathematics and statistics department work with each major 
to determine a meaningful experiential learning capstone 
which is personalized for the student’s career path, whether 
it be an internship, research project or senior seminar. In 
2016, 15 mathematics, applied mathematics and statistics 
majors interned at businesses across the nation including 
Booz Allen Hamilton, Nationwide Insurance and the Naval 
Research Lab in Washington, D.C. Students also presented 
research at national meetings on topics such as modeling the 
transmission of dengue fever, fractals and Galois groups. 

News & Initiatives

The Department of Mathematics and Statistics inducted new members into 
the Pi Mu Epsilon honor society during the 2016-17 academic year.

Students from the Department of Public Health completed a field experience 
in India during Winter Term, immersed in observation and practice at the 
Comprehensive Rural Health Project in Jamkhed.



With the increasing desire to understand data, data 
analytics has become an important field of study. Many 
math and statistics majors have interned and volunteered 
at the Elon Organizational Center for Data Analytics. 
Incoming first-year students will have the opportunity to 
combine interests in statistics, computer science, business 
and communications while majoring in statistics with a 
concentration in data analytics. Each statistics major is 
required to take a statistical programming course, which 
makes these majors highly competitive in the job market. 
Some of the mathematics, applied mathematics and statistics 
majors graduating in the class of 2017 entered graduate 
programs at Colombia University, NC State University, 
Tulane and Virginia Commonwealth University. Others 
are starting jobs at the Federal Reserve, Allstate Insurance, 
Credit Suisse, InfoSys and the Alamance-Burlington School 
System. 

Elon Alamance Health Partners builds 
community connections

The second cohort of Elon Alamance Health Partners 
(EAHPs) — all of whom came from majors within the 
College of Arts & Sciences — graduated from the program 
in May. The 2016-17 class included Olivia Murray (biology 
and public health studies), Maggie Bailey (political science), 
Anna Patterson (sociology) and Zach Fisher (biology). Each 
worked in partnership with a community health organization 
to improve health care in Alamance County. Maggie helped 
Healthy Alamance pull together farmers, foodies, social 
justice warriors, teachers and school children to create a 
network of support for the local food system, the North Park 
neighborhood and its farmer’s market. Anna worked with 
Impact Alamance on the Alamance Achieves program. Zach 
supported the health department by bringing social workers, 
the sheriff ’s department and the health department together 
to work on better mental health care and insurance coverage 
for vulnerable residents of the county. Olivia collaborated 

with Alamance Regional Medical Center to learn more 
about the strengths and challenges of the safety net medical 
providers offer in the community. Having completed their 
time with the EAHPs program, Zach and Olivia are off to 
medical school and Maggie and Anna are headed to graduate 
programs in public health. The 2017–18 class of EAHPs 
includes four Public Health Studies majors — Olise Obi, Jr., 
Chloe Donohoe, Vashti Shiwmangal and Maryn Hayward.

New nonprofit leadership advising pathway 
debuts
In the United States, nonprofit organizations represent a 
growing sector of the economy. The U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics tracked nonprofits from 2007 through 2012 
and found increases in both organizations and career 
opportunities while private sector organizations and 
opportunities remained relatively constant. Many students 
majoring in the arts and sciences go on to nonprofit 
organizations as a career field. In fall 2017, Assistant 
Professor of Psychology Erika Lopina is launching the 
nonprofit leadership advising pathway to assist students 
interested in pursuing higher education or careers within the 
nonprofit sector. Students will receive guidance and support 
from faculty and staff as they develop an academic plan to 
explore their interests in the activities and complexities of 
working within nonprofit organizations.  

Program and Department Updates

Three members of Elon’s Class of 
2017 are entering the Peace Corps 
in the fall, raising the number of Elon 
alumni serving in the program 
around the world to 20. Kirsten 
Goodwin, a double major in 
environmental studies and public 
health studies, will travel to 
Zambia to serve as a community 
health volunteer, providing HIV and AIDS education 
to an underserved community. Laura Brockington, an 
environmental studies major, will travel to Nicaragua to serve 
as an environmental educator. Sociology major Sophie Parker 
will also travel to Nicaragua to educate primary students 
about environmental issues. A spring ceremony recognized 
members of Elon’s Class of 2017 who completed the Peace 
Corp Prep Program but have not applied to the Peace 
Corps at this time. Audette Martins and Elena Goldman 
completed the English-as-a-second-language track; Chloe 
Donohoe, Lauren Salig and Alexa Trost completed the global 
health track; and Laura Todd completed the agriculture and 
environment track.

The 2017-18 Elon-Alamance Health Partners fellows, from left: Maryn 
Hayward, Vashti Shiwmangal, Chloe Donohoe and Olise Obi, Jr. 
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Health Professions

Kyle Lynch ‘17
An Honors Fellow with a major in biochemistry and minors 
in psychology and neuroscience, Kyle Lynch is headed to 
Loyola University’s Stritch School of Medicine in Chicago. 
In spring 2017, he presented his honors thesis research 
about sepsis-associated acute kidney injury at the national 
Experimental Biology conference in Chicago.

Elon’s health professions advising pathway includes 
coordinator Kathy Matera, professor of chemistry, and an 
advisory board of faculty from across the college as well 
as Elon’s Department of Physical Therapy, the Student 
Professional Development Center and Student Health. With 
a primary goal of providing direction, information and 
resources to help students achieve success in gaining entrance 
to a health professions program, the advising program is 
using links in strategic places and processes in order to 
identify and track early interest in health professions. The 
committee then reaches out to students who have expressed 
interest and uses a pre-health listserv to send information 
and reminders about the website, workshops and one-on-one 
advising related to pre-health. 

Workshops focus on curricular considerations and the 
application process. A study of trends in admission of 
Elon graduates to health care programs suggests the best 
predictors of student success are early application and 
test scores. Elon is at or above the national average for 
acceptances in all programs, and recent Elon graduates 
have been admitted to programs at Tulane University, 
UNC-Chapel Hill, Wake Forest University, Tufts University, 
Medical College of Georgia and many others.

Pre-Law Advising 

Noah Ganz ‘17
A major in political science with minors in history and 
American studies, Noah Ganz graduated magna cum laude 
and next heads to the University of North Carolina School 
of Law. At Elon, he belonged to four honor societies, and 
served as a Student Government Association senator and 
on the President’s Student Leadership Advisory Council. 
Noah studied abroad in London and completed numerous 
internships, including one with the U.S. Senate Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, and 
another in the office of Ohio’s Senator Rob Portman.

The pre-law advising program, under the leadership 
of Assistant Professor of Political Science Elisha Savchak-
Trogdon, identifies interested students, provides individual 
pre-law advising and offers excellent programming that 
reflects the profession. Four 2015-16 Elon graduates were 
admitted to top 14 law schools, including Duke University, 
Cornell University and University of Texas. Eleven other 
students are matriculating at the remaining tier 1 schools 
(those ranked from 15 to 50), with 12 more at tier 2 schools 
(ranked 51-100). Most applicants earned LSAT scores at or 
above the 80th percentile. 

Pre-law programming this year included a session on 
“What Is Law School Really Like?” offered by several Elon 
University Law Leadership Fellows, and active participation 
by Elon’s Mock Trial organization in four tournaments — 
with two Elon students earning three Outstanding Attorney 
Awards. Elon also hosted the 10th Annual Carolina Classic 
Invitational Tournament attended by 22 teams, including 
Duke, Furman, University of Virginia and UNC-Chapel Hill.  



8 | Elon College, the College of Arts & Sciences

The Elon College Fellows Class of 2017 represented 15 
academic departments and three interdisciplinary majors 
within the College of Arts and Sciences. Each Fellow 
completed a two-year mentored research experience 
culminating in a professional outcome and presentation of 
their scholarship. Several fellows were also selected to be 
Lumen Scholars and nine were inducted into the Phi Beta 
Kappa honor society. A number of Elon College Fellows 
also completed internship experiences in a variety of fields
including public relations in the U.S. Senate, research for Navy 
Oilseed Company and translating press releases for a French 
cultural organization. Graduates’ professional plans include 
working as a technical analyst at Credit Suisse, software 
engineer with AARIS, associate consultant at Oracle + 
NetSuite and consultant with community health organizations 
through the Elon Alamance Health Partners fellowship 
program. Many graduates are going on to advanced studies 
at institutions such as Duke University, Georgia Institute of 
Technology and Temple University.

Students and faculty in the College of Arts and Science were 
engaged in civic life during the 2016-17 academic year. The 
National Campaign for Civic Engagement helped organize 
three campus-wide Presidential Debate Watch parties 
attended by hundreds of students. A large election night event 
was held in the Great Hall. A faculty panel after the election 
helped the campus community interpret results. Those same 
faculty members reconvened after the new administration’s 
first 100 days to provide context to recent headlines.

Community Connections, a series sponsored by Elon 
University and the Burlington Times-News, included Arts and 
Sciences faculty in two events. One forum about the future 
of political parties featured Assistant Professor of Political 

Science Carrie Eaves. Another forum focused on health and 
wellness in Alamance County with insights from Assistant 
Professor of Public Health Studies Katherine Johnson. The 
International & Global Studies program led a discussion of 
the Syrian conflict following the U.S. bombing of a Syrian 
government airfield.

A class of students taught by Associate Professor of 
Political Science Betty Morgan attended the inauguration 
in Washington. The Elon University Poll, housed in Elon 
College, engaged hundreds of students to conduct three 
surveys of North Carolina voters. Faculty experts appeared in 
many media outlets leading up to the election. Additionally, 
the College supported several initiatives of ElonVotes! 
to encourage voter registration. During the fall semester 
alone, 22 percent of undergraduates registered to vote using 
TurboVote. Elon ranked seventh nationally in percentage of 
student body registered to vote among all campuses using 
this widespread technology.

Hundreds of students worked with the Elon University Poll to conduct surveys of 
North Carolina voters during the 2016-17 academic year.

The Elon College Fellows Class of 2017 spanned 15 academic departments and three interdisciplinary majors.
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The Interdisciplinary  
Experience Among the College of Arts and Sciences’ more than 

50 minors are a host of interdisciplinary programs 

that enrich the student learning experience via multiple 

fields of study.

The Department of World Languages & Cultures is a 

cornerstone for numerous interdisciplinary minors that 

build intercultural competence and offer meaningful 

language instruction, including Asian studies, classical 

studies, German studies, Italian studies, Jewish studies, 

Latin American studies and Middle Eastern studies.

Other innovative interdisciplinary program minors now 

available within the college range from geographic 

information studies to leadership studies and more.



10 | Elon College, the College of Arts & Sciences

Lauren Brown ’17 

Lauren graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in exercise 
science with a minor in neuroscience. She will pursue a master’s 
degree at the University of Georgia, where she will conduct 
research on individuals with muscle disorders. Her research 
experience at Elon included participation with Elon BrainCARE 
Research Institute and the study of motion biomechanics and 
concussion histories in collegiate student-athletes. She has 
presented her findings at the Elon Student Undergraduate Research 
Forum, the American College of Sports Medicine Conference and 
the William & Mary Undergraduate Science Research Symposium. 

Neuroscience

The neuroscience minor continues to grow. Mary Alice 
Allnutt, Shelby Cuddeback, Vanessa Grove and Ian 
O’Leary joined Kathy Matera, associate professor of 
chemistry, in San Francisco to present their research on 
potential biochemical causes of Alzheimer’s disease at the 
national meeting of the American Chemical Society. 

Associate Professor of Psychology Amy Overman 
created a new course within the psychology department, 
Neuroscience of Aging. Alison Richard, one of her 
research students and a neuroscience minor, joined 
Overman in publishing a research paper in Psychonomic 
Bulletin & Review that was featured on the Psychonomic 
Society blog. Overman also had five presentations with 
neuroscience minor co-authors at scientific conferences.

Professor of Exercise Science Caroline Ketcham and 
Professor of Exercise Science Eric Hall each published 
two research papers with neuroscience students from 
work done as part of the Elon BrainCARE program. 
They also took six neuroscience minors to the Southeast 
American College of Sports Medicine and the American 
College of Sports Medicine conferences, where they 
presented their research. 

Criminal Justice Studies

The Criminal Justice Studies interdisciplinary minor provides students 
with a solid educational foundation in the realms of crime and justice. 
Students take three required courses from human service studies, 
psychology and sociology, as well as two electives from a variety of 
disciplines including chemistry, political science and philosophy. 
More electives are added each year. 

Students also learn about the criminal justice system outside the 
classroom. CJS offers one guest speaker each year. In 2016 the 
program hosted alumna Mackenzie Lambine ’08, who spoke about 
her work offering psychotherapy to sex offenders on parole. Assistant 
Professor of Sociology Rena Zito’s gender and crime class toured the 
Guilford County Juvenile Detention Center. CJS students participated 
in formal internships at sites like the Montgomery County Pre-
Release and Reentry Center, the Greensboro Police Department 
and the Richland County Sheriff ’s Department. Others took part in 
undergraduate research experiences — studying attitudes toward 
violence against women and the memories of eyewitnesses to crimes 
— and presented their work at undergraduate and professional 
conferences. CJS students are also involved in the student-run 
Crime Studies Club, which has hosted self-defense nights and movie 
screenings. 

Claudia Rodriguez ‘17

A native of Aguas Buenas, Puerto Rico, Claudia 
graduated with a degree in psychology and a 
criminal justice studies minor. She served as an 
executive intern in the Office of the Associate 
Provost for Inclusive Community, a student 
researcher in the Office of the Registrar, a diversity 
ambassador and tour guide in admissions, a 
teacher’s assistant in Elon 101 and the co-president 
of the Crime Studies Club.
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Poverty and Social Justice

The Poverty and Social Justice program educates students 
about the multiple causes and structural nature of 
poverty so that they might work more effectively toward 
its end. Professionals in health care, law, education, 
business, government, ministry, social work and 
other fields have important roles to play in addressing 
and transforming the root causes of poverty, so the 
PSJ program is intentionally designed as a minor to 
supplement a student’s major area of professional interest. 

The PSJ capstone course partnered with Alamance Food 
Collaborative to address food insecurity in Alamance 
County. Students developed a Google map to connect 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program recipients 
with local retailers and created a guide to walk businesses 
through the process of accepting SNAP benefits. Others 
developed a legislative agenda related to food justice, led 
nutrition classes for elementary students, researched best 
practices in public school community garden programs, 
developed a campaign profiling local farmers and created 
a strategic plan for a healthy food truck for the Alamance 
County parks department.

Women’s, Gender, and Sexualities 
Studies

The number of Women’s, Gender, and Sexualities Studies 
minors has more than tripled to an all-time high of 75 
students. WGSS minors come from 29 different majors, 
including 22 within the College of Arts & Sciences. The 
WGS 110 Sex and Gender course, recently approved as a 
foundational requirement for the minor, is among the top 
20 requested courses of incoming students. 

The program established two new student awards this past 
year: WGS 110 Engage Student Award (2016-17 recipients, 
Jessica Burchett ’20 and Emily Ford ’20) and the WGSS 
Capstone Leadership Award (2016-17 recipient, Audrey 
Griffith ’17). These awards join the long-standing Martha 
Smith Award for Outstanding Graduating Minor (2016-17 
recipient, Nosipho Shangase ’17). 

WGSS is also the steward of the Lauren Dunne Astley 
Memorial Lectures, aimed at educating the Elon 
community about mutually effective relationships, 
emphasizing preventing boys’ and men’s violence against 
girls and women and other boys and men. This past year, 
WGSS partnered with others across campus to bring 
sociologists and authors Michael Kimmel and Michael 
Messner to campus. Their lectures focused on issues of 
masculinity and the role of men in gender equity and 
antiviolence work. 

Emma Warman ‘17

Emma completed a strategic communications major and a 
poverty and social justice minor, and spent a semester studying 
and living with a host family in Dakar, Senegal. She served as an 
executive intern for the Center for Access and Success, a diversity 
ambassador, a residential assistant, an account executive for Live 
Oak Communications and a records assistant in undergraduate 
admissions. She’s also been a marketing intern at United Way of 
Alamance County, a small group leader at Camp Hanover and a 
young adult advisory delegate for the Presbyterian Church.

Nosipho Shangase ‘17 

A graduate of the Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy for Girls, 
Nosipho Shangase was an Odyssey Scholar with an interest in 
serving women and children living in developing countries. Nosipho 
engaged in a long-term research project in her home community 
in South Africa, focusing on ways to promote the success and well-
being of adolescent and young adult women. She presented her work 
at multiple conferences, and received a first-place award for most 
outstanding paper. She also worked as a residential learning assistant 
in the Global Neighborhood, a student assistant in the Global 
Education Center and a diversity ambassador tour guide. Nosipho is 
pursuing a master’s degree and a doctorate in epidemiology at UNC-
Chapel Hill after spending the summer in South Africa working on 
a project on tuberculosis, funded by a fellowship from the Centre for 
the Aids Programme of Research in South Africa.
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Faculty Highlights 

Excellence in Service & 
Leadership

Paula Patch, senior lecturer in English, 
touches the lives of every Elon student 
as college writing coordinator. In 
this role, Paula plans workshops for 
faculty, completes course placement 
and assessments, reviews textbooks, 
conducts research on the program, 
addresses faculty and student concerns, 
informs faculty about opportunities for 
research or professional development, 
and works with the department chair to 
hire and schedule faculty to teach the 
course (some 35 sections in fall semester 
alone). In addition she serves on the 
College Writing Advisory Committee, the 
long-range planning committee for the 
English department and the department’s 
curriculum committee. 

She supports the Collegiate Start 
@ Elon orientation program, offering 
segments on “tips for student success.” 
Paula also serves as a member of the 
Leadership Advisory Board, and faculty 
mentor for Leadership Fellows Class of 
2018. She has served as a member of the 
Greek Housing Selection Committee and 
the Faculty Civic Engagement Advisory 
Committee, and has co-led alternative 
spring break adventures for the Kernodle 
Center for Service Learning and 
Community Engagement.

Excellence in Mentoring

Lynne Formato, associate professor 
of performing arts, received the 
college’s first Excellence in Mentoring 
Award. In her capacity as director 
and choreographer for department 
productions, Lynne routinely teaches 
and mentors students as actors, stage 
managers and assistant choreographers. 
Lynne formally and informally advises 
dance and music theatre majors about 
classes, internships, undergraduate 
research, academic knowledge and 
career choices. She provides valuable 
feedback to students after auditions, 
and coaches them as they prepare for 
summer theater auditions. 

Many students and alumni have 
benefited from her active and successful 
professional life as a choreographer, 
director, performer and teacher. Lynne’s 
accomplishments and connections 
impact her teaching, mentoring and 
service, providing Elon students and 
alumni with school name recognition 
as they enter the competitive real 
world. Lynne also established Elon’s 
ongoing relationship with ARTPARK 
in New York, which results in yearly 
auditions at Elon for their productions.

Excellence in Teaching

Jen Uno, associate professor of 
biology, serves as an adviser to public 
health studies majors who choose a 
concentration in biology, as well as to 
traditional biology majors, bringing 
many of these students into her lab 
research. She spends much of her 
summer time teaching and mentoring 
SURE students in the Marine Biological 
Laboratory. Jen successfully established 
the first service-learning course offered 
by the biology department, in which Elon 
undergraduates develop inquiry-based 
interactive projects to bring hands-on 
learning to sixth grade students at 
Western Alamance Middle School. She 
also established a long-term relationship 
with the Boys & Girls Club of Alamance 
County, participating in the Physiology 
Phun Day activities with her students. 

Jen regularly receives exceptionally 
high student perception of teaching 
assessments that are above both biology 
department and Elon University averages. 
Jen is constantly keeping up with the 
advancements in her field, looking for 
ways to support the community beyond 
Elon’s walls and developing new ways to 
challenge her students within the biology 
curriculum.

Elon College Awards  
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University Award Winners  

Sophie Adamson, 
associate professor 
of French, received 
the Daniels-Danieley 
Award for Excellence 
in Teaching. Since 
joining Elon’s faculty 
in 2005, Sophie has 

flourished as a teacher and department 
chair. She is an academic leader in her 
approach to blending language learning 
and cultural literacy in the classroom. In 
2010 she was recognized with the Elon 
College Excellence in Teaching award. 
Multiple colleagues point to Sophie’s 
enthusiasm for incorporating technology 
in the language classroom. Among her 
innovations include digital narratives in 
which students use voiceover technology 
to describe personally significant 
photographs, the use of podcasting 
technology to create grammar lectures 
and creating “Radio Francophone” 
podcasts from recorded conversations 
with native speakers of French.

Megan Squire, 
professor of 
computing 
sciences, received 
the Distinguished 
Scholar Award. 
Megan joined the 
faculty at Elon in 

2003 after completing her doctorate in 
computer science at Nova Southeastern 
University. She teaches courses in data 
mining, web development, database 
development, data science and 
cybersecurity, with her research focus on 
free and open source software. Megan’s 
research has generated international 
acclaim, with peers at other leading 
universities saying she has emerged 
as a global leader in the area. Her 

scholarship includes two books and 
multiple refereed journal articles and 
book chapters since coming to Elon, as 
well as nearly two dozen peer-refereed 
conference publications. One peer from 
another institution pointed in particular 
to her work with FLOSSmole.org, which 
facilitates the collaborative collection 
and analysis of free and open source 
project data, saying that her work has 
been critical to the advancement of 
research in the area. 

Caroline Ketcham, 
professor of exercise 
science, received 
the Ward Family 
Excellence in 
Mentoring Award. 
She has worked with 
nearly 40 students 

on projects in her lab to date, offering 
inspirational and practical assistance 
as they work toward their professional 
and academic goals. As the former 
director of the Health Professions 
Advisory Committee, Caroline has 
mentored countless students while also 
streamlining the application process 
for students pursuing admission 
to medical, dental and osteopathic 
schools. She broadened the committee 
to include the disciplines of psychology 
and public health. Caroline has worked 
through Elon’s Center for Engaged 
Learning to bring together scholars 
from multiple institutions to examine 
the benefits of co-mentoring students. 
She is co-editor of an upcoming 
edition of the journal Perspectives 
on Undergraduate Research and 
Mentoring, and is passionate about 
“mentoring the mentor,” having 
made it a priority to assist faculty 
members who are new to mentoring 
undergraduate research.

Excellence in Scholarship

Geoffrey Claussen, associate professor 
of religious studies, holds advanced 
degrees in Jewish thought and Jewish 
philosophy, and he is also an ordained 
rabbi. Since coming to Elon, Geoffrey 
has demonstrated he is a dedicated 
scholar who is developing a clear 
professional identity and recognition 
beyond Elon’s campus. 

In the past three years, his 
scholarship has resulted in a first book 
(“Sharing the Burden: Rabbi Simhah 
Zissel Ziv and the Path of Musar” with 
SUNY Press), two book chapters, two 
journal articles, one encyclopedia 
article, two book review or short pieces, 
seven conference presentations, nine 
other presentations or invited lectures 
and a variety of Elon Fellowships 
and grants, including a CATL grant, 
Interfaith Youth Core Interfaith Studies 
award, two Fund for Excellence awards, 
and an Elon FR&D development 
grant. His book, “Sharing the Burden,” 
offers the first book-length study of 
a significant figure in the history of 
Jewish ethics.
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CJ Fleming, 
assistant professor 
of psychology, 
published “Do as I 
say, not as I do? An 
examination of the 
relationship between 
partner behaviors 

and help seeking for alcohol related 
issues,” in Substance Use & Misuse. 

Thomas Henricks, 
professor of 
sociology and 
Distinguished 
University Professor, 
published “Reason 
and Rationalization: 
A Theory of Modern 

Play,” in the American Journal of Play. 

Duke Hutchings, associate professor 
of computing sciences, and Scott 
Spurlock, assistant professor of 
computing sciences, published “A 
Classroom Evaluation of a Novel 
Software Tool to Support Introductory 
Data Science and Visualization,” in the 
Journal of Computing Sciences 
in Colleges.

Lauren Kearns, 
professor of dance, 
published “Dance 
Critique as Signature 
Pedagogy,” in the 
Arts and Humanities 
Journal in Higher 
Education.

Karen Yokely, associate professor of 
mathematics, and Crista Arangala, 
professor of mathematics, co-authored 
a text, “Exploring Calculus: Labs and 
Projects with Mathematica” (2016). This 
text serves as a hands-on lab manual 
that can be used daily in class to guide 
the exploration of the theory and 
applications of differential and integral 
calculus.

Selected Articles

Stephanie Baker 
White, assistant 
professor of public 
health studies, 
co-authored the 
article “Community 
Guided Focus Group 

Analysis to Examine Health Disparities,” 
published in Progress in Community 
Health Partnerships: Research, Education, 
and Action.

Amanda Chunco, assistant professor 
of environmental studies, and Jen 
Uno, associate professor of biology, 
co-authored “Are we too clean?” for 
the National Center for Case Study 
Teaching in the Sciences.

Publications, Presentations,   
Artistic Exhibitions and 
Performances  

As noted in the 2016 Provost Report, the 
faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences 
published 12 books and 132 articles and/
or book chapters. Our faculty also made 
227 presentations at scholarly meetings/
conferences and 47 artistic exhibitions and 
performances. Six faculty members also 
secured grant support for research projects. 
A few examples to illustrate the work of the 
College’s prolific scholars include:

Books

Thomas Erdmann, 
professor of music, 
published his sixth 
book, “How Jazz 
Trumpeters Play 
Music Today,” a 
collection of 12 
extended interviews 

done with some of today’s hottest jazz 
trumpeters (2016). 

 
Samuele Pardini, 
associate professor 
of Italian, published 
“In the Name 
of the Mother: 
Italian Americans, 
African Americans, 
and Modernity 

from Booker T. Washington to Bruce 
Springsteen” (2016).  The text examines 
the cultural relationship between 
African American intellectuals and 
Italian American writers and artists, 
and how it relates to American 
blackness in the 20th century. 
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Cora Palfy, assistant 
professor of music, 
published “Anti-
Hero Worship: 
The emergence of 
the Byronic Hero 
archetype in the 
nineteenth century,” 

in the Indiana Theory Review.

Selected Exhibitions/
Performances

Polly Butler 
Cornelius, senior 
lecturer in music, 
performed an 
American Music and 
Musical Theatre solo 
recital at St. Mark’s 
English Church 

in Florence, Italy, and offered a master 
class on vocal technique and styles at the 
Accademia Firenze de Europa. 

Samantha 
DiRosa, associate 
professor of art 
and environmental 
studies, held a solo 
exhibition, “Elegy,” 
at the Living Arts 
Gallery in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma, in July. 

Natalie Hart, 
assistant professor 
of performing arts, 
served as scenic 
designer for the show 
“Fences” at the Triad 
Stage in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, in 

April. Her design was selected as one of 
six scenic designs from the United States 
to be presented as a finalist at World 
Stage Design 2017 in Taipei, Taiwan. 
This international, juried event is held 
every four years.
  

Selected Grants, Awards 
and Accomplishments

Ben Evans, associate 
professor of physics, 
secured funding from 
the National Science 
Foundation for his 
project, “Collaborative 
Research: MEP: 
Chained Magnetic 

Particles for Soft Robotics.” 

Caroline Ketcham, 
professor of exercise 
science, secured grant 
support from UNC’s 
Injury Prevention 
Research Center and the 
National Football League 
to study the “Role of 

Rehabilitation in Concussion Management: 
A Randomized Controlled Trial.”

Scott Wolter, 
associate professor 
of engineering, 
secured support from 
Duke University, 
Northeastern University 
and the Department 
of Homeland Security 

for his research on “Characterizing, 
modeling, and mitigating texturing in X-ray 
diffraction imaging.” 

Kevin Bourque, 
assistant professor of 
English, won first place 
in the annual course-
design competition 
sponsored by the 
American Society for 
Eighteenth-Century 

Studies at the ASECS conference in 
Minneapolis. Bourque piloted his award-
winning course, Enlightenment Appetites, 
at Elon in spring 2016.

Retiring Professor 
Awarded Emeritus Status

Gene Grimley 
was celebrated at 
the annual faculty 
awards luncheon 
on May 10 for his 
30 years of service 
to Elon. Upon 
his retirement at 

the end of the 2016-17 year, he was 
awarded emeritus status as professor 
of chemistry. Grimley joined Elon’s 
faculty after spending 17 years at 
Mississippi State University. He 
held the T.E. Powell, Jr. chair in the 
Department of Chemistry, led the work 
to achieve American Chemical Society 
Certification for the department 
and served as president of the 
chemistry honor society, Phi Lambda 
Upsilon. Grimley will miss regularly 
conducting research with his chemistry 
students, but he plans to continue 
being a presence in McMichael science 
building.

Heather 
Lindenman, 
assistant professor 
of English, 
was selected to 
attend the annual 
Dartmouth Summer 
Seminar for 

Composition Research, co-sponsored 
by Dartmouth’s Institute for Writing 
and Rhetoric and the Council of 
Writing Program Administrators. 
Acceptance to this program is highly 
competitive; Lindenman is the first 
member of Elon’s faculty to attend.



New Faculty in 2016-17 

Jessica Carew, Assistant 
Professor of Political Science 
& Policy Studies

Fred Johnson, Lecturer in 
Music

Joel Shelton, Assistant 
Professor of Political Science 
& Policy Studies

Justin Clar, Assistant 
Professor of Chemistry

Baris Kesgin, Assistant 
Professor of Political Science 
& Policy Studies

Kim Shively, Assistant 
Professor of Performing Arts

Jennifer Dabrowski, 
Assistant Professor of 
Chemistry

Brian Kremer, Assistant 
Professor of Performing Arts

Alfred Simkin, Assistant 
Professor of Biology

Raj Ghoshal, Assistant 
Professor of Sociology

Mary McManamy, Lecturer 
in Chemistry

Andrea Sinn, Assistant 
Professor of History

Charles Johnson, Assistant 
Professor of Scenic Design

Cora Palfy, Assistant 
Professor of Music

Ryne Vankrevelen, Lecturer 
in Mathematics & Statistics
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Carly Ledbetter ’13 

A double major in history and strategic 
communications with a minor in women’s, 
gender, and sexualities studies, Carly 
Ledbetter now serves as lifestyle editor for 
The Huffington Post. Carly first joined the 
company in 2014 as part of a fellowship 
program, an opportunity she learned about 
through alumna Alanna Vagianos ’13, who 
was a Huffington Post Fellow at the time. 
Six months later, and after successfully 
demonstrating she had what it took to do 
the job, Ledbetter was hired full time. 
Besides her academic work, during her time 
at Elon, Ledbetter was a member of the 
volleyball team and participated in multiple 
honor societies, including Omicron Delta 
Kappa. She studied abroad in London, 
where a professor’s suggestion that she 
keep a travel blog led to her first foray in 
developing a strong digital presence. At The 
Huffington Post, Ledbetter writes travel, 
style, taste and home pieces on a daily basis 
for the online publication. A savvy cultural 
commentator, she has reached millions 
of people with her articles. In 2016 alone, 
she wrote 1,400 articles that received an 
aggregate of more than 70 million views. 
During that period she was one of the 
top three traffic-producing writers across 
the entire site and the fourth most shared 
writer site-wide. She lives in New York.
 

Alumni of Excellence 

Outstanding alumni from Elon College, 
the College of Arts and Sciences, 
were honored for accomplishments in their 
professions and representing Elon’s values in 

their fields and the world. “We have three shining examples 
of individuals who have become storytellers, three 
individuals of whom we are so proud,” said Steven House, 
provost, executive vice president and professor of biology, 
during the luncheon. “We believe you’re changing the 
world and it’s your stories we’re telling every day.”

Ralph Mueller ’83  

Ralph Mueller, a native of Germany and 
one of Elon’s first international students, 
earned his degree in mathematics and 
minor in computer information systems 
in 1983. He went on to pursue a master’s 
degree in mathematics from Wake Forest 
University in 1984 and a doctorate in 
research methodology from Virginia Tech 
in 1987. He now serves as vice chancellor 
for academic affairs and provost at Purdue 
Northwest University in Indiana.
Throughout his 29-year career in higher 
education, Mueller has served as a tenured 
faculty member of applied statistics 
with joint appointments in education, 
psychology and public policy/public 
administration. At Purdue Northwest, 
he oversees an institution of six colleges 
and 70-plus undergraduate and graduate 
degree programs, after the unification of 
two regional Purdue schools into a single 
university. Prior to that appointment, 
Mueller served for seven years as dean 
of the University of Hartford’s College of 
Education, Nursing and Health Professions 
in West Hartford, Connecticut. There 
he served as founding director of the 
university’s Institute for Translational 
Research, a multidisciplinary umbrella for 
collaborations among faculty, students and 
community partners. Mueller is a prolific 
scholar, having published numerous books 
and peer-reviewed articles.

Michael Capps ’99

Michael Capps earned degrees in music 
education and music performance. Soon 
after graduation, he joined A.L. Stanback 
Middle School in Hillsborough, North 
Carolina, as its director of bands. Since 
then, he has built a robust, well-respected 
program, inspiring students to great 
musical achievement. His jazz and concert 
ensembles consistently receive high 
ratings at countless music festivals and 
competitions. As a result, his bands have 
received coveted invitations to perform 
at conferences and festivals, including 
multiple appearances at the North Carolina 
Music Educators Conference. Capps is also 
active as an adjudicator, guest conductor, 
performer and private brass instructor. He 
has performed cornet with the Triangle 
Brass Band and served as lead soprano 
and soloist for the Carolina Gold Drum 
and Bugle Corps, Alamance Jazz Band and 
Greensboro Philharmonia. He has played 
principal trumpet in the Elon University 
Community Orchestra and co-principal 
trumpet in the Church Street Brass. 
Additionally, he is the brass technician for 
Jordan High School Marching Band and 
acts as the North Carolina Music Educators 
Association Jazz Chair Elect. He often 
brings his middle school jazz bands to take 
part in the annual Elon Jazz Festival. Capps 
lives in Mebane with wife Erin, daughter 
Rylee; and their two dogs, Max and Cece.

From left: Carly Ledbetter ’13, Ralph Mueller ’83 and Michael Capps ’99 were 
recognized during a special ceremony April 27, 2017, for their contributions to 
their professions and to Elon.



Celebrate ! 2017 offered a great opportunity to 

showcase the academic and artistic achievements 

of students and faculty across the campus. The 

week’s many events included the annual Awards 

Day Ceremony sponsored by Omicron Delta Kappa; 

the Phi Kappa Phi Induction Ceremony; Holocaust 

Remembrance Readings in the McBride Gathering 

Space; an elondocs Documentary Showcase; a multi-

media exhibition titled The Body in African Art; a live 

demonstration and screening of the film “DRIFT: An 

Aerial Dance Film;” presentations by the university’s 

vocal jazz/a cappella ensemble, élan, and the choirs 

Chorale and Camerata; and many presentations 

of student research. The work of more than 165 

undergraduate students being mentored by faculty 

within the College of Arts & Sciences was showcased 

at the Spring Undergraduate Research Forum, where 

more than two dozen faculty from across Elon 

College and the university shared their own scholarly 

work as well.
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