
 

 

Elon University School of Communications Policy for the Operation of an Unmanned Aircraft 
Vehicle (UAV) or Drone 
 
With the widespread growth and popularity of drones for personal, educational and commercial use, 
operators must understand and follow the guidelines of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and 
the School of Communications.  Anyone using a personal or university owned drone must read and 
conform to the guidelines outlined below and sign the attached form. Whether you are flying a drone for 
fun or for a class project, there are four important areas of concern:  Regulations, Safety, Privacy & 
Ethics.   
 
REGULATIONS: When you fly for any purpose you are responsible for knowing FAA regulations (see 
https://www.faa.gov/uas/). You must register your drone and conform to the following guidelines: 
 

Educational Flyers:  https://www.faa.gov/uas/educational_users/ 
 Recreational Flyers:  https://www.faa.gov/uas/recreational_fliers/ 
 Commercial Flyers:  https://www.faa.gov/uas/commercial_operators/ 
 
 Flight Plan:  When a person operates a UAV/drone, whether owned by the individual or  

university, she or he must follow FAA guidelines and must submit a flight intention for 
(see attached) to a designated faculty or staff member.  When you sign a release to 
check-out a drone, you are agreeing to the responsibilities outlined in FAA regulations.   
 
Specific guidelines:  You may not fly a drone above 400 feet; must not operate in  
areas used by commercial and private aircraft; must not fly over people in private or 
public places; use of a second person to serve as a visual observer (VO); and… 

 
SAFETY:  If you have an accident or cause damage to a person or property, you are personally liable as 
the drone pilot and will be held responsible, as outlined in section FAA Guidelines 91.3: 
 
 Responsibility and authority of the pilot in command (PIC). 

(a)  The pilot in command of an aircraft is directly responsible for and is the final 
authority as to the operation of the aircraft. 

(b) In an in-flight emergency requiring immediate action, the pilot in command may deviate from 
any rule of this part to the extent required to meet that emergency. 

(c) Each pilot in command who deviates from a rule under paragraph (b) of this section shall, 
upon the request of the Administrator, send a written report of that deviation to the 
Administrator. 
 

The PIC is responsible for any damage or harm caused by a flight.  This includes damage to 
university property.  For more information about liability and reporting accidents, see the 
following articles: 

 
Liability:  https://www.thebalance.com/what-you-need-to-know-about drones and your    
insurance-3961255 

 
 Accidents:  https://jrupprechtlaw.com/section-107-9-accident-reporting 
 
PRIVACY:  The use of a drone can represent a significant privacy risk to individuals and is a public 
concern.  Many drones are equipped with video and photographic technology that provide the opportunity 
to observe people in their homes and private in situations.   



 

 

Although the FAA does not address privacy as a specific concern in its regulations, the School of 
Communications does acknowledge the potential impact for drones to invade the privacy of individuals. 
These concerns include situational awareness of a drone, use of video and still photograph in monitoring 
the location of individuals in private situations, such as over private property and for the purpose of 
surveillance. 
 
ETHICS:  Drones are similar to related technologies and their applications, and their use must conform 
to the codes of ethics of the Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ), Radio and Television Digital News 
Association (RTDNA), and the National Press Photographers Association (NPPA).  The Poynter Institute 
has developed ethics guidelines for drone journalism.  Read more at:  https://www.poynter.org/tech-
tools/2017/poynter-workshops-produce-new-drone-journalism-ethics-policy-2/ 
 
As a student in the School of Communications, I understand that by signing this document I am agreeing 
to the following: 
 
I have read, understand and agree to be alert to FAA REGULATIONS that guide the legal usage of 
drones; SAFETY issues that may impact persons and property; PRIVACY concerns; and ETHICAL 
concerns. I take full responsibility as the Pilot in Command, stating that I am the sole person who 
understands and follows FAA guidelines and School of Communications proper practices and procedures 
described above.  If abroad, I agree to adhere to the flight policy of the country in which I intend to fly.   
 
I will do a precheck of equipment to ensure all equipment is in proper working order and that all batteries 
are fully charged.  I will scout my location before using the drone to ensure it is safe to fly and will have a 
second person act as a visual observer (VO).  The VO will look for flying hazards that may occur during 
the flight, such as powerlines, buildings, people, or other aircraft.   
 
Below, I state my Intention to Fly (purpose of the flight, where the flight will occur, and the timeframe for 
the flight).  I will create a flight plan on paper prior to take off, so that I am aware of my surroundings, the 
necessary altitude needed to clear obstacles and the direction of flight during aerial shots.    
 
Intention to Fly:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_______________ _______________ __________________________________ 
Drone Type  Serial Number  Additional Items (batteries, props, etc.) 
 
_______________ ___________________ _______________ _______________ 
Pilot In Command Signature     Date 
 
 
_______________ ___________________ _______________ _______________ 
Visual Observer  Signature     Date 
 
_ 
______________  ___________________ _______________ _______________ 
Faculty/Staff Mentor  Signature     Date 
(with drone experience) 


