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Greetings from the Elon Teaching Fellows Global Command Center (AKA Mooney 209)! 
After spending Spring 2018 on a sabbatical, it has been fun to be back working with the 
Teaching Fellows, and leading such an inspiring group of aspiring educators. Mrs. Fish did 
a great job steering the ship in my absence, and I am grateful for her dedication to the 
Teaching Fellows program and its participants. Special thanks are also in order for Dr. Ann 
Bullock, Dean of the School of Education, who helped out with the program as well during 
my absence. 
 

We began the fall semester by welcoming 25 new Class of 2022 Teaching Fellows into the 
program. This cohort comes from 11 different states, and includes our first Teaching Fel-
lows from Louisiana, Oregon, and Rhode Island (see page 2). In addition to welcoming this 
new cohort, the fall semester also saw the return of the North Carolina Teaching Fellows 
(NCTF) program to campus. Elon is one of the five partner institutions for the rebooted 
NCTF program, and spring 2018 saw eight Elon students selected into the program. For 
this first batch of new NC Teaching Fellows, two are members of the Class of 2022, and six 
are members of the 2020 cohort. 
 

We welcome your assistance in making prospective Elon students aware of the NCTF pro-
gram. While similar in some regards to the old NCTF program, the new program is currently 
targeted specifically at aspiring Math, Science, and Special Education teachers. Aspiring 
teachers can apply out of high school if they are from NC, and they can apply as first years 
or sophomores, regardless of their home states. High school students should submit an ap-
plication to the NCTF program (at https://myapps.northcarolina.edu/ncteachingfellows) and 
to the Elon Fellows program, as students can potentially receive funding from both sources.  

This year’s sophomores and seniors took part in the two off-campus retreats that are part of 
our program. With the seniors, we went to Lake Norman for the first time (see page 5 for 
more information). Because we liked it so much, we ended up going back to Lake Norman 
with the sophomores when one of this semester’s various weather related challenges re-
quired us to shift away from a beach retreat. Juniors are hard at work on their inquiry pro-
jects, and will present at the Spring Undergraduate Research Forum (SURF) in April. 

This fall is the first year that we are preparing the overwhelming majority of the sophomores 
for study abroad in the spring at our new School of Education Center in New Zealand at the 
University of Otago (see page 13). We are excited for these Fellows to have the opportunity 
to take part in the signature five-week, full-time mentored teaching placement in a local 
school; this is a more substantial and impactful field experience than Fellows have had in 
the past during study abroad. 
 

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @ElonEdFellows, and on Instagram 
@elonteachingfellows. We are using these accounts, as well as our Facebook page, to 
share profiles of current students, Throwback Thursday posts featuring alumni, and news 
related to current program activities (see page 10). Please considering following and inter-
acting via your social media of choice. Alumni, we’d love to have more content for the #TBT 
posts, so please consider submitting info and content via this link: http://bit.ly/tbtalumni .  

Dr. Jeff Carpenter, Director 

www.elon.edu/teachingfellows 

https://myapps.northcarolina.edu/ncteachingfellows
http://bit.ly/tbtalumni
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Pending comic title ————————————————

Welcome Class of 2022! 
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———————————————— 
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 On Sunday, September 2, the Teaching Fellows held their annual 
luncheon. This event is a time for all four cohorts to get together, get to know 

the newest additions to the Fellows family, and welcome everyone back to 
campus after a summer or even a semester away. Teams were made up of  

five mentor-mentee families, which allowed the first year cohort members 
to meet their upperclassmen mentors.  

 

Welcome back Fellows and Welcome Class of 2022!  

T E A C H E R  T A L K  

Welcome Back Luncheon 
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Senior Retreat at Lake Gaston 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  

           In early September, the senior cohort went on the third annual Sen-
ior Retreat! They enjoyed a refreshing weekend at Lake Norman, reminisc-
ing on their time in the Teaching Fellows Program and discussing the fu-
ture. They had the opportunity to reconnect with their cohort. The weekend 
included activities to reflect upon their experiences with the Program. 
Group discussions touched upon everything from their History Study Tour 
to their nervous excitement about student teaching. While reflecting on 
their past experiences, the seniors considered how those experiences re-
late to their future goals and aspirations. They reflected on being pushed 
out of their comfort zones while studying abroad and performing research, 
and discussed how to apply lessons learned to their future endeavors.   



Hurricane Florence 

On September 12th 2018, Hurricane Florence was headed toward 
Elon University. Students were urged to evacuate before Wednesday 
night, leaving students booking last minute flights or trying to catch a 
ride with friends. Some Teaching Fellows took the opportunity for a much 
needed early break. Dierdre Shivak (’21) and Laura Brown (‘22) took the 
opportunity to gain some mentor-mentee challenge points on a visit to 
New York, while other Teaching Fellows simply went home to spend time 
with family. 
         
While many evacuated campus, some, such as 
Olivia Haley (’21), chose to stay and brave the 
storm in their dorm or apartment with friends. 
Native North Carolinians didn’t have much 
choice as some had homes which were in a 
more dangerous path than campus. In stocking 
up for the projected storm, water and snacks 
were essential but finding what was needed was 
anything but easy. 
         
Classes resumed after a long, unplanned break 
on Tuesday September 18th. The campus at Elon 
had sustained minimal damage (minus minor 
flooding) as the projected hurricane path had 
moved away from the Elon and Burlington area. As a school community, 
Elon worked to help community members affected by the storm by vol-
unteering their time and energy with clean up relief.   

  
   

“Students were 

urged to evacu-

ate before 

Wednesday night, 

leaving students 

booking last mi-

nute flights or 

trying to catch a 

ride with 

friends.” 



 Dr. Book Inauguration  
 This year, Elon University welcomed its 
ninth president, Connie Ledoux Book. President 
Book began her service as president on March 
1, 2018, and was officially inaugurated as presi-
dent on Thursday, October 18th in the Schar 
Center. Her inauguration acted as the universi-
ty’s traditional Fall Convocation ceremony, which 
all the Teaching Fellows attend. She previously 
was provost at The Citadel and served 16 years 
as an Elon faculty member and senior adminis-
trator. 
 
 Hundreds gathered in the new Schar Cen-
ter to hold witness to President Book’s inaugura-
tion. She spoke of Elon’s history, and called it a 
journey of always becoming from its small begin-
nings to its global mission and student-centered 
pedagogy. President Book then spoke of her 
own always becoming journey, referencing the book Small Craft Advisory and not-
ing how it encouraged her to discover the large moments in her own life, which she 
called liberating acts, and appreciate that we all are in the continual process of ev-
er reaching higher. 
 
 President Book shared, “You see, I believe liberating acts break us out of the 
status quo. They do away with the expected and open wide the horizon to a bolder 

future that we hadn’t previously imagined. 
And yes, this state of always becoming 
helps us understand that the most meaning-
ful part of our lives is not about the finish 
line.” 
 She ended with a message that en-
couraged Elon and all audience members to 
continue always becoming. This year’s Fall 
Convocation was a truly memorable and his-
toric occasion. Book’s inspiring message is 
especially pertinent for Teaching Fellows 

and educators who not only experience our own journey of always becoming, but 
also empower and encourage our students to live out this journey.  



First Year Challenge Course 
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Thanks to Hurricane Florence, our First Year 
cohort’s participation at Elon’s Challenge Course had to 
be pushed back to October 7, but that didn’t hinder the 

experience! No one was quite sure what to expect going 
into the day, but we were all excited to have this oppor-
tunity to bond with our cohort and learn something new 

about ourselves! 
The day began with the classic icebreakers that 

we were all pros at by that point in the semester. After 
learning each other’s names for what seemed like the 
100th time, we began our first activity: blindfolds. One 
person was blindfolded and had to be directed by their 
team to find a foam sword across the field and then 
slash the opponent. This game brought out the competi-
tive side of many of us, which made the activity enjoya-
ble without being too forced. Soon after the blindfolds, 
we were split up into two groups to complete different 
courses. The courses consisted of different 
obstacles that allowed our groups to improve our team-
work and communication in order to reach the goals we 
set. After many different challenges (and MANY bug 

bites), our final activity was The Wall. The name sound-
ed daunting, for a good reason; we had to figure out the 
best way to get everyone up and over the massive wall. 
After a quick discussion, we came up with a game plan 
that succeeded in getting everyone 

over the wall without a hitch! 
The Challenge Course’s name is very fitting be-

cause it was difficult to work together with people you 
hardly knew to accomplish a goal, but by the end of the 

day we all learned something new about each other and 
ourselves. The Challenge Course truly did bring us to-
gether as a cohort, and has made all of the First Years 

excited to see what the next four years have to offer! 
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Fall Social! 
 To take a nice break from midterms, the Teaching Fellows hosted their fall social 
this year in the CRC. The evening included a contest centered around pumpkin decorat-
ing in which fellows, faculty, and other students were invited to decorate a pumpkin to 
submit for the contest. Here was the catch: the pumpkins had to be themed around a 
book from their childhood. This activity brought out all sorts of book-themed pumpkins 
including A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon, A Boy Named Bat by Elana K Ar-
nold, The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss and many, many more. The pumpkin designed 
around the book Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson and Axel Scheffler took home 
the grand prize! Also a part of the evening was amazing food, apple cider, and, of course, 
a contest to guess how much candy corn was in the jar. All in all, the fall social was a 
great chance to unwind and enjoy some yummy food with some good company! 

 This year the members of the 2020 cohort attended school board meetings for the 
Alamance-Burlington school district. The first meeting took place on September 24th 
where the school board addressed a range of different topics including curricu-
lum/instruction, budgeting, and a range of other programs they had recently implemented 
or were looking to implement in the upcoming years. The second school board meeting 
took place on October 22nd, this meeting addressed similar topics including school im-
provement plans and a board retreat which the superintendent addressed common con-
cerns and topics that came about from this retreat. Additionally, at both meetings the floor 
was open to public comments that the board takes into consideration when designing their 
meetings as they are always looking to address the public's needs and concerns. This 
element to the school board meeting is pivotal in creating an open structure of communi-
cation between teachers/families with the administrative members who make up the 
school board. At both meetings teachers and other educational faculty including adminis-
trators and social workers/guidance counselors were recognized for their outstanding ef-
forts from the previous school year. All in all attending the school board meeting was one 
of the first steps the junior class cohort was able to take towards developing a deeper un-
derstanding of the inner workings of policy and administrative tasks that go into the field of 
education, knowledge they will continue to build on as they attend their winter term trip to 
Washington D.C. 

 

ABSS School Board meeting  



rt 

 



 

 As anyone from our generation knows, if you’re looking to find out more 

about someone or something, the first step is to usually stalk social media. It’s a 

(somewhat creepy) reality of the life we live. Everything and anything is high-

lighted on social media and it can be used to share about an organization. So, 

thinking about ways we could spread the word about Teaching Fellows, a clear 

answer was to be more active and engaging on social media.  This academic year, Teaching Fellows 

has taken a step toward being more active on Instagram in hopes of showing others who we are, 

what we’re doing, and providing a little insight to all of the fun we have as fellows. 

The Teaching Fellows instagram (@elonteachingfellows) has been more active this academic 

year than ever before! We’ve been posting fun stories to show what activities the fellows get up to. 

For Teaching Fellow events, we have highlighted the fall luncheon, the senior beach retreat, the 

challenge course with the first-years, the sophomore retreat to the lake, some School of Ed events, 

such as the Fall Alumni panel, the pumpkin painting contest in the CRC, and an ABSS school board 

meeting. The Instagram has also shared some appreciation for the wonderful Dr. Carpenter and Mrs. 

Fish, as well as, a warm welcome to Dr. Connie Book as our newest president! 

 We have also started a new tradition called Fellows Spotlight, where friends can submit a 

form to spotlight their friend for something amazing they have been up to or just to show some ap-

preciation for a great friend and future teacher. These spotlights are posted every Monday. Our In-

stagram gurus are busy posting about Alumni appreciation and Fellow Spotlights while also posting 

current events that are entertaining to us to keep us all in the loop. It’s been a great semester for so-

cial media and I can’t wait to see what our amazing Communications Chairs have planned for the 

future! 

Social Media  



P A G E  1 2  

 This year’s Senior Dinner celebrated our 18 senior fellows who will be gradu-

ating this May, 2019. Each year, the dinner provides an opportunity for all cohorts 

and education faculty to get together before the seniors begin student teaching. Fur-

thermore, it is a chance for the seniors to thank Dr. Carpenter, Mrs. Fish, and the edu-

cational faculty for providing them with support, encouragement, and guidance 

throughout their time at Elon. 

 On November 27, we came together for food and great conversation and the 

seniors presented one another with a heartfelt superlative. Each senior stood in front 

of the group and presented an award to a fellow that made their Elon experience 

memorable. After the superlatives, a short video montage was shown that highlighted 

memories from the seniors’ past four years together at Elon. This year’s video was 

created by Allie Roth. There were tears, laughs, and hugs all around and we all left 

with full bellies and full hearts. 

 On behalf of the senior class of 2019, we would like to thank the faculty and 

underclassmen who attended the dinner and participated in celebrating our accom-

plishments. Furthermore, we would like to thank Elon University and the Teaching 

Fellows program for providing us all with a home and a space to grow and thrive. It 

is thanks to the love, support, and encouragement that we have received from the 

program that we are able to provide well for our students each and every day. 
 

2018 Senior Tribute Social 

2019 Teaching Fellows 

 

Caroline Bowen, Mirella Cisneros, Rachel Cole, Sam 

Collins, Marlies Emmelot, Kristy English, Hannah 

Franklin-Gillette, Nathan Hunnicutt, Courtney Kobos,  

Anna Linsz, Virginia Little, Danielle Marzullo, Katie 

Meier, Emma Mutascio, Emma Pippert, Ben Rogers, 

Allie Roth and Lauren Ventresca 

 

We also honored our beloved 

History Study Tour bus driver, 

Homer Wilson, for  his nine 

years of driving our Fellows 

safely up north during January.  

He will always be part of our 

Teaching Fellows family! 
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 New for the spring of 2019, the 2021 
cohort (minus one member) will be embark-
ing on an adventure to New Zealand. The 
main area of study will be in Dunedin at the 
University of Otago on the South Island. 
The cohort is looking forward to a variety of 
activities including more bold adventures 
like bungee jumping, as well as, more mut-
ed exercise such as tramping (the New 

Zealand term for hiking). Due to the sharing of experiences by the members 
of the 2020 cohort who have visited New Zealand, the idea of study abroad 
has become more real.  There is not only excitement, but also nerves in the 
air as the date to leave approaches.  

 
While in New Zealand, cohort members plan to travel considerably. 

Other places in New Zealand, such as Christchurch, are high on the list of 
excursions, as well as, the nearby country of Australia. Some have already 
planned their trips, hoping to start their journey early by leaving in January 
or early February. 
         
 We will be missing one of our own 
cohort in New Zealand as she travels by 
herself to Spain. Haley’s abroad adven-
ture begins earlier than the rest of the 
group, but it should not be any less fun! 
Regardless of challenges, we are all em-
barking on our journey across the world, 
excited to make new friends, as well as, 
bond with old ones. 

Pre Study Abroad 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  
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Field Trip 

 
The pouring rain didn’t quite seem to fit the mood for the wonderful 

experiences the Teaching Fellows cohort of 2022 observed on the field 
trip to two different special education schools, Gateway Education Cen-
ter and Herbin-Metz Education Center. Coming from New York, there 
are no separate public schools for those with disabilities, and those 
who do have disabilities are often ostracized in public schools because 
they aren’t always given the specialized attention and resources that a 
separate public school could provide. Being introduced to a school that 
fully recognizes and embraces these disabilities was different, but much 
needed.   

For some fellows, it was their first time witnessing an education dif-
ferent than an average public elementary school. We received tours of 
both schools, and we were introduced to all the resources the schools 
provided with everything from a relaxing meditation room to specific 
floor material for safety purposes. We were given a brief introduction of 
the typical behavior and disabilities the children had; however, seeing 
and interacting with the kids was a different experience. 

In the Herbin-Metz school, the cohort was split into groups of 
about 3-4 fellows as each group entered two different classrooms: 
younger children and older children. Some groups observed the class-
room while others assisted in teaching the students. The kids’ work in 
school impressed us all and the teachers’ dedication and hard work is 
something that, as future educators, we all admired. Although the 
teachers face multiple challenges teaching those with different disabili-
ties, they expressed a love for the kids that kept them patient and pas-
sionate. 

Reflecting on the experience overall, the cohort not only learned 
new knowledge about students with disabilities, but they also gained a 
new understanding for a sector of education that we don’t always think 
about when the word ‘school’ comes to mind. We met people who were 
willing to advocate for those who can’t always advocate for themselves 
and guide them to be just as capable of succeeding as those without 
disabilities. Rethinking how and who we teach can make all the differ-
ence in a child’s future. 
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Even More in Pics! 

 
 



Director:  

Dr. Jeff Carpenter 

jcarpenter13@elon.edu 

336-278-5969 

 

 

Assistant Director:  

Mrs. Jennifer Fish 

jfish5@elon.edu 

336-278-5888 
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2018-2019 Newsletter Committee 

2019 Rachel Cole, Courtney Kobos 

2020 Sara Gostomski, Emily Ford 

2021 Sara Mason 

2022 Maddie Walter, Chloe Yoon, Laura Brown 

Photographers:  Allie Roth ‘19, Felicia Robinson ‘21 

Publishers: Kathryn Roessler ‘21,  Laura Brown ‘22 

Connect with us! 
 

  @ElonEdFellows 
 
 
elonteachingfellows 
 
 

  
Elon Teaching Fellows 

www.elon.edu/teachingfellows 
 
 
ncteachingfellows.com 
 

Elon Teaching Fellows 

Engaged Citizens - Teacher Scholars - Future Education Leaders 


