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Dear Elon University Teaching Fellows Family, 
 

Warm greetings from the lovely second floor of your favorite Mooney Hall. May this newsletter find 
you enjoying or at least preparing for some summer relaxation. In the Teaching Fellows office, we 
are excited to welcome our next cohort of Fellows, the Class of 2023, to campus in a few short 
months. This group of 26 students hails from 11 different states, includes three students who are 
North Carolina Teaching Fellows, and we also welcome our first Teaching Fellow from Australia!   
 

After participating in the winter American History Study Tour course with faculty members Jim Bis-
sett and Mary Jo Festle (see p. 2), our Class of 2022 took their first Elon education course in the 
spring semester, a new first year seminar for Teaching Fellows that includes a +25-hour classroom 
placement (see p. 15). I had the opportunity to teach the class this year with the support of Mrs. 
Fish. We both enjoyed the opportunity to work with the cohort and learn more about them as stu-
dents and aspiring educators.  
 

The vast majority of our rising Juniors, the Class of 2021, headed off to New Zealand to study 
abroad at the School of Education Center at the University of Otago. We also sent one intrepid Fel-
low to Sevilla, Spain. The New Zealand students have just wrapped up their five-week long school 
placements, and we look forward to having them all back on campus this fall. Be sure to read about 
some of their many adventures on page 7. Congratulations to 2021 Teaching Fellow Kelly Hunter, 
who has been awarded a Lumen Prize. She even managed a 3 AM Skype interview from New Zea-
land to win the award. She will work on this project, “Awareness of Procedures and Preparing for a 
Potential School Crisis in Self-Contained Special Education Classrooms” during her junior and sen-
ior years under the mentorship of Dr. Julie Justice.  
 

Following their winter term in Washington, DC (see p. 3), the Class of 2020 had a busy spring se-
mester. They attended the North Carolina Technology in Education Society Annual Conference in 
Raleigh to learn about, discuss, and see the roles of technology in education (see p. 5). On April 30, 
the majority of the cohort joined some Class of 2019 Teaching Fellows in presenting their Inquiry 
Projects during the Student Undergraduate Research Forum. In all, seven Teaching Fellows pre-
sented research posters and nine gave 20-minute presentations (see p. 10-11). Kudos to the Fel-
lows and their mentors for their outstanding projects. 
  
Last, but not least, the Class of 2019 integrated what they have learned across their teacher educa-
tion and Teaching Fellows experiences in the successful completion of their student teaching (see p. 
12). We celebrated their accomplishments at our Senior Picnic at Mrs. Fish’s house (p 14), and we 
are excited to hear stories about the future impact they will have on their students, schools, and 
communities. To learn about the international adventures some of our graduates have planned, 
check out page 13.  
  
This spring, we enjoyed hosting on campus Dr. Mandy Stewart as our sponsored spring speaker. In 
addition to conducting an engaged learning session for Teaching Fellows, Dr. Stewart was one of 
two keynote speakers for the first Elon University English Language Teaching Symposium, which 
was co-hosted by Courtney Kobos, Senior Teaching Fellow and Leadership Prize recipient, Jennifer 
Eidum, assistant professor of English, and the Elon Teaching Fellows program. (See p. 4) At Com-
mencement, we were also proud of Courtney for serving as the first ever student speaker at the Di-
ploma Awarding Ceremony for the College of Arts and Sciences and the School of Education.  
 

Finally, alumni-we want to hear from YOU and spotlight what you are doing.  Please share your up-
dates and ideas through this link: http://bit.ly/tbtalumni. Also, if you ever see a speaker whom you 
would recommend we try to bring to campus, please let me us know! 
 

Dr. Jeff Carpenter 

www.elon.edu/teachingfellows 
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History Study Tour 

 In January of 2019, the Teaching Fellows cohort of 2022 

participated in the History Study Tour course. Throughout these 

two weeks, Teaching Fellows toured sites in various locations in-

cluding Raleigh, Williamsburg, Gettysburg, Philadelphia, and Bos-

ton. The goal of this class was to make future educators aware of 

the biases that curriculums can subtly instill, specifically in the les-

sons about the history of America.  

 Although January was a time of intense learning and obser-

vation, the trip was also spent bonding as a cohort and getting to 

know new people! Memories were made at each stop, both on and off the tours. In Williamsburg, despite 

the lack of attractions in the area after visiting the site, members of the cohort were able to come up with a 

catchy rap about the quirks of the trip. Meanwhile, in the bigger cities like Philly and Boston, Teaching Fel-

lows were able to explore the wonders of the city with everything from the food to significant tourist attrac-

tions. Certain sites were unfortunately closed due to the government shut down interfering with the timing 

of the trip. Overall, History Study Tour truly went by quickly, and before we all knew it, we were back on 

the bus returning to Elon. 

 In each journal, everyone wrote about something new they learned, and with great preparation 

from the class, we were able to independently recognize the bigger picture of history. While the memories 

may fade as we continue to make new ones through the many great experiences ahead, the learning and 

the lessons remain.  History Study Tour was an amazing time that could not have been as successful as it 

was without the help of our bus driver Haywood, Dr. Bissett, Dr. Festle, Mrs. Fish, and Dr. Carpenter.  

- Chloe Yoon ’22      

                                                                                                    

 

                                 

                       

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  



 

                             

This past winter term the Teaching Fellows 2020 cohort was fortunate enough to travel to Washington D.C 

and study political science at the Osgood Center in our nation’s Capitol. At the Osgood Center, the stu-

dents listened to speakers that ranged from former Congressmen to journalists to businessmen who all 

had insight to share from their past experiences. In addition to the vast knowledge provided to the them by 

the speakers, they learned from site visits to the Capitol building, Newseum, and a number of different na-

tional monuments and came away with a better understanding of our nation’s history and how it has im-

pacted our current political climate. To top it off, the Teaching Fellows were able to make different site vis-

its related to the realm of education with some help from Elon Alumni. These included trips to DC public 

schools, the National Educators Association, and the DC State Board of Education. Thank you Elic Senter 

‘99 and Lindsey Bell McCrea ‘13! It was at these locations that we learned more about how decisions 

about education are made at the federal level and how they impact the states, as well as how the District 

of Colombia’s education system operates since it is not a state. All in all, the trip proved worthwhile as the 

2020 cohort became more and more familiar with how our education system works as well as how they 

can make a difference in our nation’s political system.  -Sara Gostomski ‘20 
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Engaging DC 
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Spring  Speaker and ELT Symposium 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  

  

 In February, Teaching Fellows in the first-year, junior, and senior cohorts spent two 

days learning about teaching English language learners. First, on a Friday afternoon, Dr. 

Mandy Stewart, Professor of Reading Education at Texas Woman’s University, conducted a 

workshop on practical teaching techniques based on her book “Keep it R.E.A.L! Relevant, 

Engaging, and Affirming Literacy for Adolescent English Learners”.  Teaching Fellows were 

introduced to various children’s books whose narratives represented a diverse set of human 

experiences, from people with disabilities to people of different nationalities.  

 On Saturday, the first English Language Teaching Symposium at Elon University was 

held and brought together over 100 local educators with the mission to share pedagogical 

innovations, ask difficult questions, and support students of all backgrounds. Attendees in-

cluded participants from elementary, middle, and high schools in the Alamance-Burlington 

School System, Alamance Community College, Orange, Wilkes, Greensboro, and Durham 

county schools, and Elon faculty and Teaching Fellows students. The symposium began 

with a morning keynote presentation by Dr. Mandy Stewart. The lunch keynote was present-

ed by Dr. Suhanthie Motha, associate professor of English at the University of Washington. 

Her presentation, based upon her award-winning book “Race, Empire, and English Lan-

guage Teaching”, discussed the often-contradictory nature of English language teaching in 

the world, with suggestions for classroom activism.  Between and after the keynotes, there 

were a variety of breakout sessions led by Elon students, faculty and other local educators.  

During the sessions, the presenters shared their techniques for culturally responsive teach-

ing, supporting DACA students, math literacy, working with English language learners 

(ELLs), selecting books for ELLs and creative writing techniques.  

   – Chloe Yoon ‘22 

 

https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/books/keep-it-real
https://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/books/keep-it-real
https://www.maryamandastewart.com/
https://english.washington.edu/people/suhanthie-motha
https://www.tcpress.com/race-empire-and-english-language-teaching-9780807755129
https://www.tcpress.com/race-empire-and-english-language-teaching-9780807755129


 

 

  

NCTIES Conference 
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NCTIES is a conference that takes place every year in Raleigh and the Junior Teaching Fel-

lows were fortunate enough to attend this past spring semester. The conference focuses on 

how to use technology effectively in classrooms. There were many exciting elements includ-

ing listening to a variety of different speakers who shared different tech tools. Concurrent 

sessions allowed for students to branch out and learn about a number of different topics that 

were all relevant to the classroom. From apps that can be used for helping students keep 

their emotions under control to using PowerPoint templates to create choose your own ad-

venture books, the concurrent sessions proved extremely useful. Probably the most interest-

ing and inspiring part of the entire conference was the student showcase. Students from 

around the state came out to showcase the different apps they coded, games they created, 

and tools they studied and share their knowledge with the rest of the people in attendance. 

Overall, the conference was a huge success and left the junior class thinking about new 

ways they can incorporate technology into their classroom placements. 

-Sara Gostomski ‘20 
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Spring Convocation 

As the processional hymn began to fill Alumni Gym, Elon’s Spring Convocation 

was underway. On April 4, the Elon University community gathered together in celebra-

tion of the semesterly convocation. The ceremony began with an academic procession 

of university trustees and administrators, faculty, the Class of 2019, and the 2018 Presi-

dent’s and Dean’s List students. Once everyone was seated, President Book welcomed 

all in attendance with a short but sweet introduction. She then went on to call for recog-

nition of all the honors students, praising them for their outstanding academic achieve-

ment in the fall semester. 

Next came the powerful story of our first honored guest, Glenda 

Phillips Hightower. Glenda was the first full-time African American 

to be enrolled at Elon University in 1963, where she faced isola-

tion and discrimination from her peers daily. Unfortunately, Ms. 

Hightower fell ill and could not continue her degree to completion. 

To acknowledge the steps Ms. Hightower made during her 

time at Elon, she was presented the honorary degree of 

Doctor of Humane Letters. The standing ovation Ms. High-

tower received as she grabbed hold of her diploma was a 

moment she and all those in attendance will never forget. 

The next honored guest was former Australian 

Prime Minister Julia Gillard. Gillard spoke with gratitude (and a strong Australian accent) 

about her country’s views on international affairs that we, as Americans, are often igno-

rant of. She spoke on the rise of Asia and how she hopes Australia will follow suit. To 

have such a powerful and influential woman share with us her accomplishments are 

hope to all listening that their dreams are able to be achieved as well. 

 This Spring Convocation provided the Elon Community with not only new ideas to 

pursue, but role models to look up to as well. To be able to listen and learn from other’s 

accomplishments is an opportunity none of us should ever take for granted. 

- Maddie Walter ‘22 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  
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 It's hard to believe I've been in New Zealand 

for nearly 2 months now! I finally feel settled in- I 

have my go to restaurants, grocery shopping sched-

ule, and somewhat of a daily routine. It's easy to feel 

like a proper adult when I'm responsible for cooking 

all my own meals! I've been lucky enough to travel 

around this beautiful country- I've visited Queens-

town (the adventure capital of the world- where I went on one of the world’s largest tan-

dem swings!), the small community of Bluff (famous for their natural oysters!), and a few 

other amazing places thanks to our orientation program through Arcadia University. Eve-

ry day this country can amaze me in a different way! It's hard to wrap my mind around the 

fact that I'll have to leave here in just a few months. 

 I've spent 2 Wednesdays so far observing my school placement. I'm at an all boys 

school 'conveniently' located at the very top of the steep hills of Dunedin. I've been 

placed in year 10  English classes- It was very helpful to get a feel for the school and its 

students before I start my full-time 5-week practicum in May! Once May rolls around, I'll 

be helping my cooperating teacher with her lesson plans, as well as lead a few myself! 

I'm most excited for the creative writing and formal speaking units later in the term.  

 - Ashley Billie ‘21 

 

A Letter From Study Abroad-New Zealand 
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Building Bridges 

 The first year cohort was able to have a great learning and bonding experience as they 

joined other members of the Elon community at the Building Bridges through Diversity workshop in 

early April. They were able to recognize just how diverse they are from the many different experi-

ences that they have had. A favorite activity for most of the cohort was at the beginning when peo-

ple stood up and were applauded when a topic was stated that they identified with. These topics 

included race, where they’re from, religion, education, family, and wealth. 

 Many of the First Years thought that it was a very educational experience and everyone was 

shocked and impressed with each other’s vulnerability and their honesty. Some of the biggest les-

sons that have resonated with them is that different experiences create diversity, people can go 

through the same experience but react to it differently, and that everyone wants respect and de-

serves respect. They are all excited about moving forward and discovering how to create such a 

welcoming and comfortable space for uncomfortable conversations like the workshop did and to 

recognize each student’s diversity!  - Laura Brown ‘22 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  

NC Teaching Fellows Retreat 

Five of Elon’s North Carolina Teaching Fellows attended the first enrichment event held by  

the revised state program.  Their retreat was hosted at NCCAT April 5-6, 2019 in 

Cullowhee, NC.   
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Social Media 

 This year Elon Teaching Fellows Communication Chairs have been more active on social 

media as a way to connect Fellows to each other, highlight events, and publicize the Program for 

other Elon students and future Elon Students. We began our significant social media project on In-

stagram (@elonteachingfellows) in the fall and have carried it into this spring semester. Continuing 

to highlight the special events like Spring Convocation for Honors, Fellows Weekend, and the NCTF 

retreat, and doing the weekly student spotlights have allowed our Teaching Fellows to stay connect-

ed, even with the sophomore cohort in New Zealand. 

 We also added two new weekly traditions called #WhyTeachingFellowsWednesday and 

#FacultyFriday this semester. Through #WhyTeachingFellowsWednesday, Fellows have been able 

to share what made them choose Elon or the Teaching Fellows program. We hope that this has fea-

tured why we love Teaching Fellows and Elon so much and maybe provided an insight to life at 

Elon for future college students. #FacultyFriday has provided an opportunity for students to present 

little snippets on their favorite faculty in the School of Education. We have been pleased with all of 

the feedback and look forward to what we can bring to the public on social media in the future! 
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Inquiry/SURF 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  
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Research Topics and Mentors 

Micaela Malachowski  
Prof. Erin Hone 

Do Gritty Teachers Create Grittier Students? 
Impact of Teachers’ Dispositions on Student 

Mindset 

Nicole M. Kister  
Prof. Erin Hone 

Math Anxiety: Is There a Cor-
relation between Awareness 

and Reduction? 

Julia Field 

Dr. Jennifer Eidum 

Perceptions of  

Service Learning 

Maddie Craft 
Dr. Jeffrey Carpenter 

Microcelebrity and  

Educators’ Uses of  

Instagram 

Danielle Marzullo 
Dr. Shannon Duvall 

Comparing Physical and Vir-
tual Educational Practices 

Sara Gostomski 
Dr. Stephen Byrd 

Least Restrictive Environment 
Doesn’t Look the Same: Three 
Case Studies in the Alamance 

Burlington School System 

Juliette Firla 
Prof. Paula Patch 

Putting Journaling in your 
Teacher Toolbox 

Elizabeth McFarland 
Dr. Joan Barnatt 

Mentoring Novice Teachers to 
Improve Teacher Retention 

Paige Knapke 
Prof. Erin Hone 

Do Gritty Teachers Create Grittier 
Students? Implications of Teach-
ers' Dispositions within the Class-

room Environment 

Ashley Pritchard 
Dr. Chad Awtrey 

Classifying Ramified Polyno-
mials of Degree 2p 

Emily Ford 

Dr. Stephen Byrd 

Reflective Writing in Pre-
service Teachers: Habits, 

Techniques, and Effective-
ness 

Rachel Kowalewski 

Dr. Julie Justice 

“My Hand Feels Relaxed”: How 
Children Use Fidget Spinners to 

Manage Activity and Attention in a 
Play-Based Environment 

Michalene Lee 

Dr. Jeffrey Carpenter  
How and Why Educators Use 

Instagram 

Courtney Kobos 

Dr. Jennifer Eidum 

Looking Beyond the Class-
room: Responding to Educa-

tor Needs in Linguistically 

Mirella Cisneros Perez 

Dr. Scott Morrison 

Beyond Science in Environ-
mental Education: Examining 
the Effects of Teaching Math 

Nathan Hunnicutt 

 Dr. Scott Morrison 

Beyond Interconnected Sus-
tainability Education: A Case 
Study of NC Green Schools 
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Seniors and Student Teaching 
This Spring, all 18 members of our Senior Teaching Fellows cohort 

have been student teaching at a variety of schools across the Ala-

mance-Burlington school district and beyond. Here we highlight Senior 

Fellows Kristy English, Anna Linsz, and Benjamin Rogers, who all felt 

prepared to jump into student teaching after the large variety of place-

ments given to them by the Elon School of Education and Teaching 

Fellows. They have been challenged, felt rewarded, and shared many 

laughs and memories with their schools and their students. 

Kristy English, an elementary education major, is working at Highland Elementary with kindergarten. 

She has been amazed to see how happy her students get when they see how much they have grown over 

the course of the year. Many of her students came into kindergarten not knowing any letters, how to read, or 

how to spell, and she is extremely proud of the progress that they have made. Kristy loves the little things 

that come with being in a kindergarten placement like the random hugs and the pictures that they draw for 

her. While she has been challenged this semester to figure out her own teaching style and express her 

teaching philosophy, she is thankful for her Teaching Fellows experience, which she says pushed her out-

side her comfort zone to make her grow in ways that she did not know she needed.  

Anna Linsz, an elementary and special education major, is student teaching with fourth-graders at 

North Graham Elementary School and finds it most rewarding to build relationships with her students. At 

North Graham, she feels valued not just as a student teacher at the school, but as a teacher who is part of 

the school community. Thanks to Teaching Fellows, Anna felt very comfortable jumping into student teach-

ing after all of her placements. History Study Tour's focus on biases in history and how history is presented 

has made her examine the way she teaches social studies so that she can convey truthful, factual infor-

mation to her kids, even if it's hard for them to hear.  

Benjamin Rogers, a secondary math major, is placed at Eastern Alamance High School. One of 

Ben’s challenges as a student teacher has been finding connections between different standards and topics 

in the curriculum, a challenge that he thinks he will overcome slowly as he gains experience. Ben states that 

Teaching Fellows gave him the leadership skills to jump right in to my student teaching experience and be a 

leader. He felt confident in his ability to collaborate with teachers, specialists, and administrators as often as 

possible. Since full-time teaching was something new to him, student teaching was very out of his comfort 

zone at first. However, in Teaching Fellows, there is an emphasis of learning from discomfort, which pre-

pared him to adapt and eventually thrive as a student teacher.   

- Courtney Kobos ‘19 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  
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Fulbright Scholars 

 

 After graduation this May, senior Teaching Fellows Caroline Bowen, Samantha Collins, and Courtney 

Kobos have accepted international teaching positions in three different countries. All are extremely excited 

and grateful to the Teaching Fellows program for pushing them to study abroad and explore global interests 

while at Elon. 

 Caroline Bowen, an elementary education major, will be teaching second grade in Mandalay, Myan-

mar, the second largest city in the country. Caroline was also offered a Fulbright grant to teach in Thailand, 

but decided to sign a two-year contract in Myanmar after visiting last summer and falling in love with the rich 

history and culture of the country. The program will also allow her to earn a Master’s degree if she completes 

two years of teaching. Caroline is passionate about teaching in international schools, and is most looking 

forward to working with younger students and having a cohort of teachers at her school that she can travel 

with on the weekends. 

 Samantha Collins, a secondary History major, and Courtney Kobos, a secondary English major, have 

both accepted Fulbright grants to Mexico and the Czech Republic, respectively. Sam chose Mexico because 

she hopes to learn more about the culture that she knows many of her future students will come from. She 

hopes to work in an area with a high population of English Language Learners and knows that Fulbright will 

help her to improve her Spanish and familiarize herself with Mexican culture so that she can better communi-

cate with her students and their families.  

 Courtney Kobos’s Fulbright Czech Republic grant has placed her in a small city on the eastern Polish 

border of the Czech Republic called Český Těšín. The town was originally formed during the Austro-

Hungarian empire and now spans two countries but operates as a single town. Courtney will work at a voca-

tional education high school where students “specialize” in a concentration including hospitality, polygraphy, 

agriculture, business, accounting, baristas, and sommeliers. She is most excited to join in on her school’s 

extracurricular activities, as her school competes nationwide in cooking competitions and projects that she 

will be able to accompany. Courtney chose the Czech Republic because while abroad, she traveled to Pra-

gue and Kutná Hora and loved learning about the history of the country.  

- Courtney Kobos ‘19 

        

 

Follow their adventures by scanning the QR codes! 
 

Caroline Bowen’s blog                 Courtney Kobos’s blog 
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T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  

 

 On Sunday, May 5th, the senior Teaching Fellows, joined by Dean 

Ann Bullock gathered together as a cohort for the last time at Mrs. Fish’s 

house for a senior picnic celebration. The afternoon began with the sharing 

of memories and laughs from our four years at Elon. Each student present-

ed a letter to a member of the cohort who has had a strong impact on their 

Elon experience. Then, we each wrote a kind note to each of our fellow co-

hort members and placed it in a cute mason jar. In addition to the mason 

jar of notes, each senior was gifted a bag with his or her first initial and a 

Teaching Fellows water bottle from the Teaching Fellows program. All en-

joyed conversation about summer plans and future job prospects over din-

ner from Med Deli. For the final goodbye, Mrs. Fish and Dr. Carpenter pre-

sented each senior fellow his or her medallion and gift. The senior cohort is 

extremely grateful for the support of program directors Dr. Carpenter and 

Mrs. Fish, Dean Bullock, and the Elon School of Education for being a 

large part of our Elon experience. We couldn’t have done it without you!  

- Courtney Kobos ‘19 

Senior Picnic 
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EDU 270 Teaching Fellows Seminar 

 

 

One of the benefits of being a Teaching Fellow is the early experience gained 

in classrooms in the schools of Alamance County. 

As part of the first-year’s curriculum, we enrolled in the EDU 270 First Year 

Seminar course taught by Dr. Carpenter. In this class, we discussed many overarch-

ing topics related to education in the United States - diversity within the classroom, 

the strategic zoning of the public schooling districts, and even our own personal 

learning and experiences. Our conversations in this class were not limited to the sub-

jects listed above, and at times these topics and others opened doors to learning 

about education in ways many of us were not familiar with. To be able to compare 

and contrast our personal learning experiences was an eye-opening process; every-

one’s own education has shaped not only the way they learn but also the way that we 

approach teaching and education as a whole. 

Taking this newly discovered knowledge with us, we were sent into the Ala-

mance-Burlington School System for our first placements! Not one of us could confi-

dently say we weren’t at least a little nervous at first. This would be the first time get-

ting actual experience within the classroom for most of us. As part of the require-

ments, we were to keep a log of every visit we made and list the specific activities we 

did while observing and helping our clinical teachers. Some 

of us worked one-on-one with certain students, helped to 

teach a lesson, and even had personal conversations with 

our clinical teachers to gain advice. 

 All of the first-year students knew that being selected 

to be a Teaching Fellow meant gaining early access to the 

classroom, but I doubt any of us knew that the “classroom” 

could hold so much knowledge - both at Elon and off cam-

pus. We are all so eager to continue into our next three 

years and our future placements. Hopefully this time we all 

feel a little more confident and a little less nervous!  

- Maddie Walter ‘22 
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