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Teacher Talk News 
W I N T E R / S P R I N G  2 0 1 9  

Greetings from the Elon Teaching Fellows International Headquarters (AKA Mooney 209)!  
 

I hope this message finds you enjoying the new decade thus far. We began the last semes-
ter of the teens by welcoming 26 new Class of 2023 Teaching Fellows into the program this 
fall. This cohort hails from 10 different states and includes our first Teaching Fellow from 
Australia (see page 3). The First Years are currently on History Study Tour, which this year 
is being taught by HST veteran Dr. Mary Jo Festle and HST rookie Dr. Ethan Moore.     
 

This year’s sophomores and seniors took part in the two off-campus retreats that are now 
an established and popular part of the program. With the seniors, early in the semester we 
went to Lake Norman to prepare for the busy year ahead (see page 6 for more information). 
After hurricane-related damage scuttled last year’s planned beach retreat, this year we were 
fortunately able to take the sophomores back to Carolina Beach for a fun weekend that fea-
tured preparation for their spring semester abroad.  
 

Speaking of which, this spring we’ll send our third batch of students to the School of Educa-
tion Center in New Zealand at the University of Otago. We also have one Fellow studying at 
St. Claire’s, in Oxford.  My family and I will be joining the students in New Zealand, as I will 
be the faculty in residence for the program for the spring. In my absence, Mrs. Fish will ably 
steer the Teaching Fellows ship as Interim Director. Over the summer, Mrs. Fish was also 
promoted to the role of Associate Director of the Teaching Fellows program. I am grateful 
for her dedication to the Teaching Fellows program and its participants. 
 

Our juniors are currently in Washington, D.C. for their winter term, where they are living and 
taking classes at The Washington Center and making site visits to places such as the U.S. 
Department of Education, the National Education Association, and the D.C. State School 
Board. The juniors are working hard on their inquiry projects, which they will present at the 
Spring Undergraduate Research Forum (SURF) in April. The juniors will also be our first co-
hort to take part in an 8-hour Mental Health First Aid training in the spring.   
 

We welcome your assistance in making prospective Elon students aware of the Teaching 
Fellows program generally, and also of the NC Teaching Fellows program. While similar in 
some regards to the old NCTF program, the rebooted NC program is currently targeted spe-
cifically at aspiring Math, Science, and Special Education teachers. Aspiring teachers can 
apply out of high school if they are from NC, and they can apply as first years or sopho-
mores, regardless of their home states. High school students should submit an application 
to the NCTF program (at https://myapps.northcarolina.edu/ncteachingfellows) and to the 
Elon Fellows program, as students can potentially receive funding from both sources. See 
page 5 for information about the fall’s North Carolina Teaching Fellows program retreat that 
was held in Chapel Hill. 

Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter @ElonEdFellows, and on Instagram 
@elonteachingfellows. Alumni, we’d love to have more content for the #TBT posts, so 
please consider submitting info and content via this link: 
http://bit.ly/tbtalumni.       
    

 

Dr. Jeff Carpenter, Director 

www.elon.edu/teachingfellows 

https://myapps.northcarolina.edu/ncteachingfellows
http://bit.ly/tbtalumni
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2023 Cohort Superlatives 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  

Kayla Mead: 

Social Butterfly 

Morgan Sierra: 

Gal Pals 

Ammy Meagher: 
Best Buds #smaltimore 

Andrew Meck: 
Best Buds #smaltimore 

Kathleen Carmody: 

Most Sarcastic 

Kristina Gutierrez: 

Best Hair 

Rachel Simmons: Most Likely 

to Drop a Weight on Her 

Foot 
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W I N T E R / S P R I N G  2 0 1 9  

2023 Cohort Superlatives 

Izzy Stimson: 

Best Accent 

Josie De la Oliva: 

Biggest Beyoncé Fan 

Timmy Gies: 

Most Competitive 

Heidi Weston: 

Biggest History Buff 

Dani Toma-Harrold: 
Most Likely to Cheer You up  

Katie Bone: Most Likely 

to Be a Talk Show Host 
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Welcome Luncheon 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  

  

On Sunday, September 1st, the annual Welcome Luncheon 
was held to kickoff the start of the 2019 fall semester! Teaching Fel-
lows enjoyed an afternoon of delicious food, great company, and 
friendly competition. The luncheon is a space for friends to reconnect 
after spending the summer or the semester apart, as well as a time 
for First Years to meet and mingle with Teaching Fellows in other co-
horts.  
 



 

 

  

NCTF Retreat 

W I N T E R / S P R I N G  2 0 1 9  P A G E  5  

This September the North Carolina Teaching Fellows at Elon had the 
opportunity to spend the weekend at the University of North Carolina Chap-
el Hill learning from various well-experienced educators. We, along with 
many other North Carolina colleges and universities, learned about best 
practices in the classroom ranging from classroom management to how to 
build positive relationships with your students and co-workers in and out of 
the classroom. Along with hearing about their experiences, we participated 
in team bonding events that allowed us to view situations from other peo-
ple’s perspective which will translate well to our future roles in the class-
room. One of the most impactful takeaways from the weekend was hearing 
from different educators about their struggles and how they have overcome 
them to become the successful teachers they are today. It showed that 
while days may not always go your way, there is always tomorrow and that 
you can constantly improve. Hearing about their adversity in the classroom 
showed the future teachers at the retreat that taking risks and challenging 
yourself is important and will pay off in the end not only for you as a teacher 
but also for your students.  

This was my first event as a North Carolina Teaching Fellow and not 
only did I learn from the presenters at the retreat, but I also learned from my 
fellow cohort. I loved having the opportunity to spend the weekend getting 
to know them and why they want to be an educator. It was a really great ex-
perience to better prepare myself for my own classroom and to become 
closer with not only those that I go to Elon with, but meeting students from 
other schools and making connections while learning about their future 
goals and aspirations.  
  

Samantha Penny NCTF ‘21 
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Senior Retreat 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  

 

  

Sophomore Retreat 

 

The sophomore cohort had a 

weekend retreat at the beach 

and enjoyed: 

• Cooking meals 

• Learning more about each 

other 

• Celebrating Sydnie and  

 Meredith’s birthday 

• Learning about New Zealand 

and Oxford 

• Hearing funny stories about 

each other 

• Relaxing on the beach 

Our senior cohort enjoyed a 
trip to Lake Norman in early 
September to reflect on 
their years at Elon and pre-
pare for student teaching! 



 

On October 14, 2019, our very own Dr. Carpenter delivered his Distinguished 
Scholar Award Lecture in LaRose Theater in the Koury Business Center. Dr. Carpenter 
received this award during the spring of 2019, to recognize his scholarship, and major re-
search contributions about collaboration and collaborative technologies to the field of ed-
ucation. Dr. Carpenter’s lecture, titled “Social media and education: Mortal enemies or a 
match made in heaven?”, described his background and research along with some comi-
cal anecdotes that he collected along the way. Currently, twenty-five of Dr. Carpenter’s 
journal articles have focused on the use of so-
cial media as an educational and professional 
development tool. The isolation that many 
young teachers feel inspired him to examine 
how teachers use social media to build profes-
sional connections. He has even begun to im-
plement social media into his own classes so 
that preservice teachers can begin to make 
connections with others. We are so proud of all 
of Dr. C’s accomplishments!  

Makenzie Mason ‘21 
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Distinguished Scholar Award Lecture 

ABSS School Board Meeting 

On September 23, the 2021 cohort attended an ABSS school board meeting. For many of 
the cohort, this was the first school board meeting they had attended. The meeting room was 
packed with not only Elon students but also many local people. Recognitions of a nurse, school 
counselor, social worker, Junior Police Academy, and donations were made at the beginning of 
the meeting. 

 
 
After the recognitions, the time for public comments included comments from various par-

ticipants including parents, teachers, and a local businessman. The start time at one of the mid-
dle schools was the biggest topic of discussion during the public comment period. After the pub-
lic comment period, the largest topic of discussion was new land for a possible new high school. 
The board was looking at sites that might work logistically on which to build. The board also dis-
cussed working on updating the current schools with the money allocated for the new high 
school. In all, the school board meeting was useful experience for any future teacher. It is im-
portant to know how and where to advocate for yourself and your students, as several school 
staff did during the section for public comment.  

 
 
 
 

Sara Mason ‘21 
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Fall Convocation 

 Elon’s 2019 Fall Convocation promoted Elon University’s 
Speaker Series theme, Quest for Truth, to promote the values of freedom 
of expression, honesty, and accuracy. This theme provides students a 
platform to become more educated on world view, further cultivating a po-
litically involved student body. 

 
In keeping with the theme, former U.S. Ambassador to the United 

Nations (2017-2019) Nikki Haley was featured as this year’s key-note 
speaker. Haley spoke of her time in the U.N. with great importance to 
U.S. representation as a global hegemony; she referenced many interac-
tions with countries asking for U.S. assistance with the understanding that 
our values are centered on the ideology of freedom. In response to a stu-
dent question regarding working with countries holding different political 
views, Haley shared her secret for building professional relationships in 
order to achieve a common goal: rather than focusing on the differences, 
try honing in on the similarities and work from there. 
 

The importance of understanding different viewpoints, especially in 
the field of politics, is paramount to forming a cohesive society. The 2019 
Fall Convocation was an excellent way of educating the Elon student 
body on world views that they may not have been aware of prior to Nikki 
Haley’s speech. 

Maddie Walter ‘22 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  
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Social Media 

  
 
 

 We have been busy on all of our social media platforms this semes-
ter. We have been highlighting some of our students nominated by other 
fellows that they feel like deserve special recognition. We also have 
#WhyTeachingFellowsWednesday where students can explain the high-
lights that make our program special. We hope that this can give prospec-
tive students a chance to see opinions on our program. #FacultyFriday is a 
chance for students to talk about one of their favorite faculty members that 
have had an impact or helped them through their time at Elon. This is one 
of our favorites because students don’t get many opportunities to share 
everything that our wonderful faculty do for them! 
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First Year Field Trip 

T E A C H E R  T A L K  N E W S  

On Friday, November 8th, the 2023 cohort spent their day on a field trip to Gate-
way Education Center and Herbin-Metz Education Center. The morning started at 
Gateway Education Center, a location that specializes in teaching students ages three 
to twenty-two who are both physically and mentally handicapped. At the school, we 
were given a tour of the facility. We were taken into multiple classrooms and we were 
able to see how the room varies depending on the age and ability of students. Some 
classrooms were full of desks, chairs, and toys, and some had the majority of furniture 
around the classroom edge so that students in wheelchairs were able to navigate easily 
around the classroom. In the middle of our visit, we attended a school-wide music 
class.  As the teacher lead all the songs, the kids were able to dance and sing all 
around her. Having activities like these definitely brightened the day and allowed every-
one to forget about their troubles for a short period of time. As our time continued at 
Gateway, we were able to see more of the facility. We were taken to where the kids 
have physical education and saw how they adapted activities so that all students were 
able to participate. Kayla Mead, a member of the 2023 cohort said, “It was very interest-
ing to see the adaptations made by the teachers and school itself to make sure the stu-
dents were able to work effectively in their environment. I definitely feel like I learned 
something from this experience that I couldn’t have gotten at any typical public or pri-
vate school.”  

After our time at Gateway, we traveled to Herbin-Metz Education Center, a 
school for students with Autism from grades Pre-K to Eighth. To start our visit, we were 
given a tour of the building where we saw many classrooms, the playground, their gym, 
and the cafeteria. We were taken into different sensory rooms that allow children to es-
cape the classroom environment and calm themselves down. Herbin-Metz also works 
to prepare students for the real world, with cooking, laundry, money counting, and item 
sorting activities that simulate everyday activities. After touring, the cohort broke into 
pairs and went into the classroom to work with students. For my classroom experience 
my class went to lunch and then had free time in the gym where they were able to run 
around and play with one another. At the end of the day we all came together, had 
lunch, and reflected on our experiences from the day. Grace Gallery reflected and said, 
“It was an interesting experience as I have never seen schools just for kids with special 
needs. It’s amazing to see the work the teachers are doing for the kids and I can’t wait 
to see what the future holds for these types of schools.” Overall, the experiences at 
Gateway and Herbin-Metz Education Centers were amazing and taught the 2023 co-
hort a lot about adaptive teaching. 

Elizabeth Czenczek ‘23 
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Challenge Course 

As a part of the first-year Teaching Fellows “experience,” the Challenge Course is a 
series of team building exercises designed to require the cohort to use teamwork to com-
plete the various tasks. However, the Challenge Course is so much more than that. No 
one was really sure what it was, but nonetheless we were all so excited to bond as a co-
hort. 

Our first activity of the course was the “name game” but with a twist. Splitting the 
cohort into two groups, a tarp was held between them, blocking any view of the other 
group. Selecting one person from each group to approach the tarp, the challenge was to 
guess the other members of the cohort’s name. To say it was hilarious is an understate-
ment. Despite the constant name games we had played all throughout orientation week-
end, none of the names seemed to stick. For the most part everyone seemed to remem-
ber each other’s names, with the two boys being the easiest to know.  

As we continued we had to work as a full cohort to complete more activities. The 
one that will be remembered the most is everyone being required to cross the “river” with 
their group. We completed this activity two times through because the first time we were 
focused too much on getting our own group across and making it a competition. The sec-
ond time we did it we all worked together to make sure no group was left behind. This is 
where Timmy Gies learned the valuable lesson that not everything is a competition. 

We then ventured into the woods where we would have to complete a series of ac-
tivities by talking them out. The activity we struggled the most with was keeping a seesaw 
even while we quickly sang through a song. We had trouble making 26 people balanced 
on a small platform while trying to sing Miley Cyrus’s “Party In The U.S.A.” 

At the end of the day, we had a nice pizza dinner and reflected on the activities 
from that day. We saw the strength in working as a group to get things done. With every-
thing being over, we were able to laugh about the day and the struggles we faced. The 
Challenge Course definitely worked to bring the Cohort of 2023 together and left us with 
memories we will never forget! 

Amanda Rubeo ‘23 
 



 

Newsletter Committee 

2020 Sara Gostomski 

2021 Makenzie Mason, Sara Mason, Samantha Penny 

2022 Laura Brown, Maddie Walter, Chloe Yoon 

2023 Amanda Rubeo, Elizabeth Czenzcek 

 

Director:  

Dr. Jeff Carpenter 

jcarpenter13@elon.edu 

336-278-5969 

 

Associate Director:  

Mrs. Jennifer Fish 

jfish5@elon.edu 

336-278-5888 

 

Current Fellow: 
elonteachingfellows@gmail.com 

Connect with us! 
 

  @ElonEdFellows 
 
 
elonteachingfellows 
 
 

 Elon Teaching Fellows 
 
 

www.elon.edu/teachingfellows 
 
 

  
ncteachingfellows.com 

Elon Teaching Fellows 


