
 

 

 
 

Online Program Information 
 

 

Program Presentation 
Due to restrictions in place from the COVID-19 global pandemic, all LIFE@Elon programs will be presented 

online for the 2020-2021 academic year. The university has a Zoom license, so all classes will be taught using 

this platform from your location. 

 

Scheduling a Date 
The LIFE@Elon Program Coordinator and the Curriculum Committee Chair will work with potential presenters 

to schedule a date for their presentation. Our membership is divided in half, with some members participating on 

Tuesdays and the other half on Wednesdays. This format will be taken into consideration when determining the 

date of your presentation.  

 The presentations can be pre-recorded or shown live on the scheduled date. Each presenter knows the best 

format for their topic and presentation skills, so we will allow them to choose which format they prefer.  

 Once a date is determined, we will need a title, a short description, and a brief bio as soon as possible. 

This information will be included on a schedule that will be emailed to the members and posted on our 

website.   

 

Background and Member Information 

LIFE@Elon is starting its tenth year this fall. From an original goal to have 50 members, we have grown the 

program to 500 members. The growth has all been by word of mouth as we have done no advertising. Many of 

our members have been with us since the beginning. The classroom where we typically meet holds 90 people, so 

to accommodate that growth, we have four separate classes of 125 members in each that meet at different times. 

The times are 10:00-12:00 and 1:30-3:30 on both Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  

 

During this year of online learning, we want to keep the class set up the same to encourage the community and 

dialogue that is already in place, so we do request that each presenter teach two classes. We hope by keeping the 

online classes smaller, it will be easier to do break out groups and maintain that sense of community that is so 

important to our members. (We will discuss this aspect of scheduling with you when we are planning your date.) 

 

The average age of our LIFE@Elon members is 75. They are curious and like to be challenged. They come from 

many different backgrounds and careers, and some may even know a bit about your area of expertise. We offer 

classes on a variety of topics – science, history, religion, etc. Volunteer members of our Curriculum Committee 

choose the topics. Please make the presentation engaging and interactive (if appropriate) no matter the knowledge 

level.  

 

We have a considerable variation in the technical skill levels of our members, so we will be doing several different 

types of training before the semester begins to bring them up to speed using the Zoom platform. 

 

Helpful Information for our Presenters 
 The classes are scheduled for two hours each, but there will be a brief introduction, a 10-minute break in 

the middle, and time for questions, so only about an hour and a half of lecture time will be needed.  

 We will also work with each presenter to determine the best method for members to participate and ask 

questions, and your preference will be shared as the class begins. Each class will have a moderator and 



 

the Zoom/ IT specialist who will help gather questions using the Zoom chat function or calling on people 

to have them ask directly.  

 Presenters are encouraged to imbed audio and video clips into their Microsoft PowerPoint presentations 

to enhance the program. Please make sure you are comfortable moving smoothly between sharing your 

screen and the video screen of yourself. We will schedule a test session before the live session to ensure 

all the technology is working correctly to ensure a smooth presentation for our members.  
 If possible, we also recommend that presenters use an external microphone to reduce the hum from their 

computer and clarify their speech.  

 Recordings: We would like to record each session and have it available in a password-protected area for 

our members to watch at their convenience. The recording would be for LIFE@Elon members only and 

never for commercial use. We would make these recordings available only for the semester in which they 

are held initially, and then they would be deleted. If you prefer that your presentation not be recorded, 

please let us know, and we will respect that choice. 

 Stipend: We offer a stipend of $100 for each online presentation, so you will be paid $200 since we have 

two classes per day. If you are not currently employed by Elon University, you will need to complete a 

W-9. We can email this form to you in advance to complete and scan back. You will receive a check 

within two weeks. 

 

 Stipends for current Elon faculty and staff members will be included in the paycheck following your 

presentation. It will be listed as AP (Additional Pay) on your pay stub.  

 

For Current Elon University Faculty Members: Our LIFE@Elon members enjoy meeting Elon students. If 

you would like to invite some of your students to be online with you to assist or contribute, they would be a great 

addition to the program. Please let us know in advance if students will participate. 

 

Our members also like to participate in research, so keep them in mind if you need volunteers. Not sure what this 

will look like in the time of COVID-19, but we can help promote your research project if you need remote research 

subjects. 

 

Thank you for agreeing to participate in the new LIFE@Elon online program! We want you to enjoy your time 

with us, so please contact us if you have questions or need anything else.  

 

Program Coordinator: 

Kathryn Bennett     

kbennett9@elon.edu  

(office) 336-278-7431  

(cell) 336-266-4367 

website: www.elon.edu/lifeatelon  

 

Curriculum Committee Chairperson:  

Charles Hawks 

charleshawks1@gmail.com 

 

Zoom/IT Specialist: 

Katie Mars 

kmars@elon.edu 

 

Student Coordinators:  
Rebecca Betterton, Carolyn Vaughan, Catherine Beal, Grace Barnhill, and Ryan Justice     
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