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Residential Campus Mission Statement 

To integrate academic and residential experiences in order to further students’ intellectual, 

personal and community development as lifelong learners and responsible global citizens. 

 

Residential Campus Vision Statement 

The residential campus program embodies the university’s mission by creating communities 

that enhance student learning and engagement. Students interact with faculty, staff and fellow 

students in residential communities designed to extend learning beyond the walls of the 

classroom. Through planned and informal interactions, students encounter new ideas and 

perspectives, debate the larger questions of life, and practice active citizenship in a shared 

community. 

 

Residential Campus Diversity Statement 

Inclusivity is an integral part of the development of the living-learning experiences of all 

students, faculty, and staff in each neighborhood.  The programming need not be “one size fits 

all,” but rather structured to the developmental stage of the majority of residents and when 

possible build upon their previous experiences and learning.  We regard inclusivity as a 

responsibility of each member to promote differences and commonalities.  We pride ourselves 

on actively living the life we want for our neighborhood.  Each neighborhood is committed to 

cultivating inclusivity as a fundamental respect for human dignity. 
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1) Plan for Global Neighborhood 2017-2018 
Goals for 2017-2018: 

○ Increase collaboration and develop leadership pathways among Global House 
Ambassadors, RAs, and the Neighborhood Association members 

○ Maximize use of community spaces, especially Global Quad, Global Classrooms, 
Global Commons, and Great Hall. 

 
2) Neighborhood Co-Chairs 

● Kaila Price, Community Director of Residence Life for Global Neighborhood 
● Jennifer Eidum Zinchuk, Assistant Professor of English, Faculty Director of Global 

Neighborhood 
 

3) Neighborhood Association Membership / Organization Chart 
 

Student Representatives 
● Lead Student Mentor: Nick 

Everage 
● Resident Area Coordinator (or 

Representative of the RA 
staff): Amy Belfer 

● IRC Liaison :TBD 
● Two House Ambassadors: TBD 
● Eco-Rep: TBD 

Faculty and Staff Representatives 
● Graduate Assistant: Sam Beckas 
● Faculty-in-Residence: Glenn Scott 
● Representative(s) from the LLC advisors: 

James Marchant 
● Representative(s) from the linked course 

faculty: L.D. Russell, Jennifer Hart 
● Representative from the Isabella Cannon 

Global Education Center: Mark Dalhouse 
● Representative from International Studies 

program leadership: Safia Swimelar 
● Representative from World Languages and 

Cultures: Olivia Choplin  
● Representative from Academic Advising, 

Writing Center, or Library: Shannon Tennant  
● Representative from Kernodle Center for 

Service Learning and Community 
Engagement: Bob Frigo  

● Representative from the Student Professional 
Development Center: Kristen Aquilino 

● Ex-Officio: Fulbright Visiting Scholar-in-Residence 
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Description of GNA roles: 
● Lead Student Mentor (LSM): Oversees student house ambassador program along 

with Resident Area Coordinator (RAC). 
● Resident Area Coordinator:  Oversees student house ambassador program along 

with Lead Student Mentor (LSM). 
● IRC Liaison: a student representative who is responsible for representing the 

Global Neighborhood within the Inter-Residence Council (IRC), weekly at General 
Body, and Committee Meetings. This student leader would serve as the primary 
residential voice at IRC for their neighborhood and provide continuous feedback 
about community challenges, opportunities, successes and collaboration with 
IRC. The IRC Liaison has full voting privileges within IRC and is responsible for 
advocating for the best interests of their neighborhood.  

● Graduate Assistant (GA): Advises LSM & RAC in overseeing House Ambassador 
program. 

 
Sub-Committees  

1. Formal Events (House Dinners & Film Screenings) 
2. Publicity and Outreach (E-net, Flyer design, Social Media)  
3. Student-Led Neighborhood Events (Led by the RAC, Lead Student Mentor, and 

Graduate Assistant) 
4. Service Partnerships 
5. Residentially Linked Courses (LLCs and Residentially-linked courses)  

 
***Additional sub-committees may be added over time in response to developing  
needs. 

 
4) Neighborhood Unique Features: Student Demographics: 595 students – 67% first-year, 

27% sophomore, 4% junior, 2% senior 
a. Facilities:  

● 5 buildings – A-C (2014), D&E (2013) 
● 595 residence hall spaces  – 70% doubles, 30% singles (combination of pods and 

stand-alone singles).  
● All five buildings have classrooms where linked sections of Core courses are taught 

in the neighborhood.  
● Global Commons with the Great Hall, Argo Tea, and faculty/staff offices for the 

Core Curriculum and Global Education Center. 
b. Linked Courses: 11 total 

● COR 110: The Global Experience – 8 
c. LLCs & LLC Advisors: 5 LLCs; 8 Faculty and Staff LLC Advisors 

● Creative Arts (Cora Palfy) 
● Performing Arts (James Marchant) 
● International Learning Community (Glenn Scott) 
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● Leaders in a Global World (Mark Dalhouse and Dana Carnes) 
● World Languages (Olivia Choplin and Ricardo Mendoza) 

d. Student Leaders  
● Graduate Assistant 
● Student Staff and Mentors:  17 resident assistants, one resident area coordinator 

(RAC), one lead student mentor (LSM), 2-3 cultural linguistic mentors, 10 House 
Ambassadors (student-elected programming board with 2 representatives per 
House). 
 

e. Faculty-in-Residence, Visiting Scholars-in-Residence, Faculty Affiliates and/or Faculty 
Connects:  
● Faculty Director: Jennifer Eidum Zinchuk, Assistant Professor of English, lives in 

Global C 
● Faculty-in-Residence: Glenn Scott, Associate Professor of Communications, lives in 

Global A 
● Visiting Scholar-in-Residence (lives in Global C) 

 
f. Staff-in-Residence 

● Kaila Price, Assistant Director of Residence Life for Global Neighborhood, lives in 
Global E 

● Sam Beckas, Graduate Assistant, lives in Global C 
 

g. Intellectual and/or Community Themes  
 
Overall Theme  
The overall theme for the Global Neighborhood is “Global Engagement.” Each year the 
Neighborhood Association will choose a broad intellectual thematic focus related to global 
issues. Monthly events, such as our house dinners and film screenings, will typically connect to 
the annual theme. 
 
Past themes 
2013-2014: “Religion and Conflict”  
2014-2015: “Gender and Sexuality Across Cultures”  
2015-2016: “Food: The Culture, Ethics and Politics of Eating”  
2016-2017: “The Arts Without Borders”  
 
2017-2018 Thematic Focus: 
“Migration: Movement, Transition, and Community Change” 
This theme looks at global issues relating to migration, including immigration and emigration, 
the global refugee crisis, as well as inter-disciplinary understandings of migration, such as the 
migration of language, animals, diseases, and music. We will also consider students’ migration 
through into new communities--shaping their identities--especially the movement into college, 

4 
 



through the university, and beyond. Speakers, workshops, and events will grapple with 
concepts of: 

● Social Justice 
● Individual v. group identity 
● The role of service 

This year, we will not only invite faculty from the Elon community to speak from academic 
perspectives on issues of migration, but we aim to engage with the local Elon/Burlington 
community as much as possible. 
 

h. Residential Neighborhood Partner 
● Historic Neighborhood 

 
i. Annual Traditions 

● Global Neighborhood has a strong house identity, named for rivers on five 
continents: Orinoco, Thames, Tigris, Yukon, and Zambezi. This is fostered through 
the House Cup Competition. 

● Monthly house dinners with conversations between students and faculty 
● International film series 
● Regular outdoor “festivals” to create opportunities for Global students, faculty, 

and staff to interact in Global Neighborhood’s outdoor spaces and creating shared 
experiences. 

● Ongoing service relationship with a refugee family in Greensboro 
 
Annual Traditions 
 
Global Neighborhood Opening Ceremony (August 25, 2017) 
(Occurs the first night following move-in.) 

Summary: Each fall, the Global Neighborhood presents a grand Opening Ceremony to 
welcome students to the community and to kick-off the weekly Global Neighborhood events. 
This ceremony symbolically opens the year and establishes the intellectual culture of life in the 
Global Neighborhood as a collaboration of students, faculty, and staff from across campus, 
working together towards greater global awareness.  

Along with First Night Elon, the Opening Ceremony helps students identify with their 
house along with the wider Global Neighborhood. Student ambassadors and returning students 
throughout the Neighborhood perform songs, recite poetry, and speak about their 
communities. To close the ceremony, students recite the Global Neighborhood Oath, led by a 
member of the Senior Staff. In the GN’s inaugural year President Lambert gave the charge to 
residents to become active global citizens.  

Logistics: The formal ceremony takes place in McCrary Theater as part of the 
Orientation schedule. It is preceded by the We bELONg session. Following the ceremony, an 
informal celebration takes place in the Great Hall, which is decorated to introduce students to 
their house identity.  
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The Global Neighborhood Oath:  
As a member of the Global Neighborhood, I will strive to become a global citizen:  
- Seeking to identify and engage with my campus, local and global communities,  
- Reflecting on the impact of my actions in these communities,  
- Respecting and appreciating cultures and experiences different than my own, and  
- Working to promote the common good.  
I commit to: 
- Making the most of this opportunity to develop my global perspective, in concert with 
my own personal development and understanding of the communities around me, and 
- Investing my time and energy as a proud member of the Global Neighborhood. 

 
“Festival” Events  
Sports Festival (September): 

● Planned by the GNA in conjunction with the (new) House Ambassadors, this is a social 
celebration of global sports activities. This event started in Fall 2016 with the Global 
Tailgate and will be expanded in 2017 to include games, music, and other activities on 
the Global Quad.  

Fall Fest (October): 
● Planned by the House Ambassadors in collaboration with other departments, this is a 

social celebration of fall festivities in different countries (e.g. Halloween, Dia de los 
Muertos, St. Martin's Tag). This event started in Fall 2015 and should be held during the 
last week of October. At Fall Fest, students interact with faculty outside of the 
classroom and gain inter-cultural knowledge and awareness of issues from multiple 
perspectives.  

Chalk Walk (March/April): 
● Planned by the House Ambassadors, this is a social event in Spring. Students can draw 

with chalk on the many concrete sidewalks through the neighborhood. Outdoor games 
and food will also be provided. This event started in Spring 2014 and should be held 
during a Spring week. Chalk Walk builds house community as well as a sense of 
belonging at Elon. 

Global's Got Talent (April/May): 
● Planned by the House Ambassadors, this is a social event to showcase the many talents 

of Global residents. Students can sign up ahead of time. House Ambassadors will serve 
as the hosts of the event, which is held around the staircase of Global Commons. Snacks 
will be served and the top performers as voted on by the audience will receive gift cards 
to the bookstore. This event started in Spring 2014 and should be held during a Spring 
evening. Global's Got Talent gives an opportunity for students to showcase their talents 
to their neighborhood community, building both self-awareness, acceptance, and a 
sense of belonging.  

 
Co-Sponsored Academic Events: 

● Planned by the general Neighborhood Association, we look forward to opportunities for 
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collaboration with academic partners across campus.  Based on the theme, the GN 
Association co-sponsors speakers, films, and other events with other Elon departments. 

●  In Spring 2017, they co-sponsored a film, Grigris, for the Tournées French Film Festival. 
Fall 2015 they co-sponsored an invited speaker, Kelsey Timmerman, in Spring 2014 the 
speaker was Dr. Ann Grodzins Gold.  

● The aim of co-sponsoring these academic events is to give students an opportunity for 
participate in an academic activity outside the classroom, engage in discussions with 
faculty, and deepen their understanding of the annual theme.  

 
j. Dining at Elon 

● Monthly house dinners with conversations between students and faculty 
● Monthly “Sundae Mondae” event to promote monthly events  

 
k. Community Service Partner(s) 

● NC African Services Coalition: 
o The NCASC runs a program called “First Friends,” which pairs newly arrived 

refugee families with local American contacts. The goal of the program is to 
help families learn about essential elements of American culture.  

o We have adopted the Kalonda family from Democratic Republic of Congo, and 
will continue working with them for the 2017-2018 year. 

 
l. Elon University Partners 

● Global Education Center 
● Invite Fulbright Visiting Scholar-in-Residence to be involved in Neighborhood 

Association and attend events. 
 

        n. Student Leadership 

● The House Ambassadors will act as a programming board for the Global 

Neighborhood that program social events within the year’s theme to build a sense 

of community in the neighborhood. The Graduate Assistant will partner in 

overseeing the House Ambassadors alongside the RAC and LSM. Planning retreats 

will be held at the beginning of each semester with the Community Director and 

Faculty Director in attendance.  

  
5) Neighborhood Outcomes 
1. Deepen the intellectual culture of the neighborhood  

a. Students will engage in academic activities and discussions and interact with faculty 
outside of the classroom  

b. Students will develop an understanding of the Global Neighborhood’s annual theme(s)  
c. Students will gain inter-cultural knowledge and literacy, including self-awareness  
d. Students will be able to view an issue from multiple perspectives  
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2. Enhance students’ personal development  

a. Students will feel an identity with their house  
b. Students will feel like they belong at Elon  
c. Students will begin to establish independent living skills (time management, 

interpersonal skills, health/wellness, hygiene, exercise)  
 
3. Develop community understanding and skills  

a. Students will be accepting of others different from themselves in their community  
b.  Students will articulate their own sense of community, outlining their connection and 

responsibility as global citizens  
c. Students will understand how their actions affect others  

 
5) Plans to Measure Program Effectiveness  

● Take formal head-counts at Global Events to collect data for long-range planning using 
Phoenix Card reader. 

● Use the Phoenix Card reader data to send follow-up surveys to students after events. 
● Informal feedback at events (ex. Index cards for feedback, poll on next year's theme, 

etc.). 
● Keep records of and review the House Ambassador Event Proposal/Post-Event 

Evaluation form that will be submitted for each House Ambassador hosted event. 
● For 2017-2018 Goals: 

○ Goal 1: Survey House Ambassadors at beginning of year, develop leadership 
development goals, and survey HAs regarding those goals mid-year and end of 
year. 

○ Goal 2: Add specific survey questions to evaluations regarding use of campus 
space. 

 
6) Planned Calendar for Neighborhood Events  
August 2017 
 

August 25th, 2017 First Night Elon  

Tuesday, August 29, 2017  First Day of Class BBQ and Fire Pit 

 
September 
 

Monday, September 4 Labor Day Activities (TBD) 

Tuesday, September 5 House Dinner 
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Tuesday, September 19 Film Series 

Wednesday, September 20 Baird Lecture (Dr Siddhartha Mukherjee), 7:30pm, McCrary 
Theatre 

Weekend of Sept 23-24 House Ambassadors Retreat 

Saturday, September 30 Sports Festival + Tailgate 

TBD Common Reading Author lecture. Common Reading Dinner 
following talk. 

 
October 
 

Wednesday, October 4 House Dinner  

Thursday, October 5 Fall Convocation (Former Prime Minister David Cameron) 

TBD Student Panel & Workshop w/GEC on Study Abroad planning, 
held in Global Classroom 

October 15-17 Fall Break 

Tuesday, October 24 Film Series 

Friday, October 27 House Ambassador Event (Fall Fest/Halloween) 

 
November 
 

Thursday, November 2 French Karaoke and crêpes (National French Week) 

Tuesday, November 7 House Dinner  

Wednesday, Nov 8 Film Series tie-in with National French Week 

Week of 11/13 House Ambassador Event (“thankful grams”) 

Monday, 11/20-Friday, 
11/24 

Thanksgiving Break 

 
December 
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TBD, First Week of Dec House Ambassador Event (stress relief) 

 
January 2018 
 

Tuesday, January 9 Long-table Wes Moore Book discussion? 

Wednesday, January 10 Martin Luther King, Jr Commemorative Address (Wes Moore), 
6pm, McCrary Theatre 

TBD Winter Term film series? Next year’s sub-themes: 
Health, Diversity, Media, and Politics 

 
February 
 

Wednesday, February 7 House Dinner 

TBD Student Panel & Workshop w/SPDC on internship/summer job 
planning, held in Global Classroom 

Tuesday, February 20 Film Series 

TBD SGA Ball in Great Hall  

Saturday, February 24 House Ambassador Retreat 

 
March 
 

Tuesday, March 6 House Dinner 

Mon, 3/19-Fri, 3/23 Spring Break 

Tuesday, March 27 Film Series 

Saturday, March TBD House Ambassador Event (Global's Got Talent) 

 
April 
 

Wednesday, April 4 House Dinner 

Thursday, April 5 Spring Convocation (Angela Duckworth), 3:30pm, Alumni 
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Gymnasium 

Tuesday, April 17 Film Series 

Saturday, April TBD Peer Mentor Event (Chalk Walk & Screen on the Green) 

 
May 
 

TBD “Last Night” (Closing Event)– Fire Pit on the Volleyball court 
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