
2 the MAGAZINe of eLON

 facebook.com/leomlambert
 twitter.com/headphoenix

Telling the Elon story

UNDER THE OAKS      ▶  from the PRESIDENT

Many alumni speak about the relationships they formed at Elon that 

changed their lives, the influence of a powerful and supportive mentor, 

and the tight-knit community that forges lifetime personal associations 

of importance and meaning.

 

Alumni, parents and friends often reference Elon as a globally-engaged 
place, with students learning all over the United States—from New York 

to D.C. to LA—to global study experiences around the world.  Elon takes the 

idea of global citizenship seriously, preparing graduates to lead with a true 

global perspective.

What is your 20-second to 
two-minute “elevator speech” 
about Elon?

During a recent lunch with a group of student 
leaders, many of whom were seniors, I 
asked them if they were getting prepared 
to take up their roles as active alumni. 

After recounting all that entailed—including keeping 
in touch with mentors and maintaining significant 
relationships with fellow alumni, joining an alumni 
chapter in their new home cities, becoming an 
internship mentor to an Elon undergraduate, accepting 
an invitation to return to campus to speak in classes 
and serve on a board or council, and helping to “pay it 
forward” for a future Elon student by making an annual 
gift—we spent the vast majority of our time talking 
about the critical role Elon alumni, parents and friends 
play in advancing the university by telling the Elon 
story in powerful and compelling ways.

Elon has burst onto the national scene and is 
developing important new recruiting markets in Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Denver, Dallas, Houston, 
Chicago and internationally. Prospective students and 
families in your hometown undoubtedly say frequently 
to you, “Tell me about Elon.” How well these inquirers 
come to understand the power of an Elon education 
depends directly on how well people who know Elon 
best tell their personal stories in authentic and pow-
erful ways. And even more importantly, the value of 
an Elon degree will continue to rise as the university’s 
reputation for excellence and graduates renowned for 
their exceptional preparation, experiences in the world, 
strong work ethic and humility, becomes even more 
widely understood among top employers, leading grad-
uate schools and the general population.



NEW LAW PRACTICE 
INCUBATOR ANNOUNCED  

E lon University School of Law has created the Elon 
Law Legal Incubator to support Elon Law graduates 
who wish to develop solo law practices and to create 

opportunities for lawyers to provide affordable legal ser-
vices for low-income Guilford County residents. 

“The Legal Incubator accelerates our graduates’ pro-
fessional maturation to ensure that they provide excellent 
services that are consistent with Elon Law’s commitment as 
a hub of learning, lawyering and leadership,” said Elon Law 
Dean Luke Bierman. 

The Elon Law Legal Incubator is on the same city 
block as Elon Law and two blocks from federal and 
state courts that form the legal hub of central North 
Carolina. Participants are selected through a competitive 
application process.

“The goal for the incubator is to produce successful 
practitioners who will leave the program after 18 months 
with a record of accomplishment, pro bono service and 
financially viable, freestanding practices,” said Elon Law 
Professor Peter Hoffman, who is managing the develop-
ment of the program. “The Law School graduates selected 
as inaugural Elon Law Legal Incubator participants 
embody the pioneering entrepreneurial spirit of Elon Law 
students and alumni.”

Participants in the Elon Law Legal Incubator develop 
law practices of their own, but work in a cooperative 
shared-space environment that is provided by Elon Law 
and functions as a complete law office. They offer services 
to fee-paying clients, while also completing  300 hours of 
pro bono or “low bono” services over the duration of their 
time with the program. 

{ From left: Elon Law Legal Incubator participants Kathryn Corey, Blinn 
Cushman, Robin Kester and Tyrone Davis. }
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Elon is the national leader in experiential learning. 

When U.S. News & World Report surveyed college 

administrators all across the nation about colleges offering 

exemplary high-impact learning practices (study abroad, 

internships, undergraduate research, service learning, 

first-year experiences, senior capstone, residential learning 

communities and writing across the curriculum), only one 
institution was cited in all eight categories: Elon.

Many Elon people speak about the campus as a powerful 
setting that sparks collaboration and innovation. Yes, 

the campus is beautiful, but much more important is the idea 

that the excellent facilities have been designed to foster deep 

human relationships and 24/7 learning.

Every generation speaks of Elon as restless—but in a good 
way—always seeking to be better and taking on higher goals 

and challenges.

And my personal favorite message about our university, 

which I believe with every ounce of conviction in my body 

and soul, is that Elon prepares the leaders the world 
needs desperately at this moment.

  I hope after reading this column, you will take up the challenge to 
thoughtfully examine your own Elon message and be ready to deliver it in 
a succinct, compelling and authentic manner with a personal example that 
speaks to how Elon influenced your life. It is one of the most important 
acts of service to Elon and leadership you can demonstrate.

Leo M. Lambert
President


