
E
xciting plans are shaping up to celebrate 
Elon’s 125th anniversary during the 
2013–14 academic year (it’s called the 
quasquicentennial!) Chief among these 
is the opening of the new Martin Alumni 

Center, a renovation of “the little white house” 
that sits behind Belk Library on the corner of 
Haggard and O’Kelly avenues, formerly used as 
a student health center and later the Offi  ce of 
Financial Planning.

Th anks to a generous gift  from Chris 
Martin ’78, president and chief executive offi  cer 
of Th e Provident Bank, and his wife, Nicolette, 
parents of Nick ’13, the house will be extensively 
renovated and expanded as a place of welcome 
for all Elon alumni and their family and guests. 

Chris hopes the acronym for the building will 
take hold and that his fellow alumni will say, “I’ll 
meet you at the MAC!”

Th e idea behind the Martin Alumni Center 
is a simple one. Alumni have long wanted a 
place on the historic campus that would serve 
as a point of welcome for returning alumni, 
somewhat akin to the experience prospective 
Elon students enjoy at the Admissions Welcome 
Center. You’ll be able to stop by the MAC, fi nd 
convenient visitor parking, watch the new alumni 
video being created by Tim Johnson ’09 and 
Max Cantor ’10, take a campus tour, and meet 
with staff  members from the alumni offi  ce who 
will be ready to help you become engaged with 
your alma mater. Th is is an exciting, tangible 
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step toward our Elon Commitment goal of 
creating one of the nation’s most vibrant 
alumni networks.

Th e center will feature a living room/
gathering space and a porch and patio 
for informal gatherings. Th e Offi  ce of 
University Advancement is bringing back a 
popular opportunity for alumni to purchase 
inscribed bricks, which will be installed 
on the new alumni patio. It’s a great way to 
celebrate our 125th, put your personal touch 
on the campus and help fund the transfor-
mative educational experience benefi tting 
current and future students. Look for details 
about the brick campaign on page 27.

Another highlight of our year of celebra-
tion will be the publication of a new, richly 
illustrated history of Elon, titled From a 
Grove of Oaks: Th e Story of Elon University, 
by Professor Emeritus of History George 
Troxler. It has been 31 years since the pub-
lication of Professor Durward Stokes’ Elon 
College: Its History and Traditions. Troxler’s 
book not only brings the Elon story to the 
present day, but his painstaking and careful 
selection of photographs and illustra-
tions from the Belk Library Archives and 
Special Collections brings our history alive. 
Our plan is to have the book available by 
Founders Day in March 2014.

From my many conversations with 
alumni at gatherings around the country, 
I know there is considerable excitement 
about Homecoming 2013, set for Nov. 
8–10. If you have not been back to campus 
recently, there is so much to explore, so 
please make plans now to visit Elon. Come 
and see Phase I of the new Global Neigh-
borhood on the shores of Lake Mary Nell, 
and tour our other new facilities, includ-
ing the Numen Lumen Pavilion, Lakeside 
Dining Hall, the Station at Mill Point and 
Hunt Soft ball Park. Students are planning 
a revitalization of the tailgating experience 
at Rhodes Stadium. And, of course, the 
highlight of the weekend is the rekindling of 
relationships with all the wonderful people 
invested in the Elon community.

It will be a perfect way to begin a 
yearlong celebration of your beloved 
alma mater.

Leo M. Lambert
President

Dot and Zac Walker III ’60 receive Elon Medallions
Elon Trustee Zac Walker III ’60 and 
his wife, Dot, received Elon Medal-
lions during the Feb. 22 Night of the 
Phoenix event, in appreciation for 
their devotion and generous support 
to Phoenix athletics as well as scholar-
ships and campus facilities.

Zac Walker continues the legacy 
of excellence established by his father, 
Zachary Walker Jr., a 1930 Elon alum-
nus and football star, and his uncle, 
D.C. “Peahead” Walker, one of Elon’s 
all-time great coaches.

Th e couple has endowed sev-
eral scholarships at the university, 
including the Catherine N. Walker 
Scholarship in honor of Zac’s mother 
to assist education majors, the D.C. 

“Peahead” Walker Athletic Scholar-
ship, and the Zachary T. Walker Jr. 
Football Scholarship, helping to put 
the lives of young men and women on 
a path for success.

Th ey have also generously sup-
ported other important university 
initiatives, such as the construction 
of the Ernest A. Koury, Sr. Business 
Center, Rhodes Stadium, Alumni Field 
House and Hunt Soft ball Park, helping 
to complete Elon’s North Athletics 
Complex and keep the university com-
petitive in Division I athletics.

Elon Medallions are awarded in 
recognition of individuals who have 
contributed outstanding service to 
Elon over the course of many years. 

Trustee Emeritus W. E. “Dub” Love Jr. ’48 dies

A longtime Elon supporter, W. E. “Dub” Love Jr. ’48 died March 7 at his home in Burlington, N.C.
The former chief operating offi  cer of W.E. Love & Associates, Love was elected to the Elon 

University Board of Trustees in March 1990 and became a trustee emeritus in June 2000.
He and his wife, Ann, were strong supporters of Elon athletics, athletics building projects 

and student scholarships.
Love was born in Burlington on April 14, 1926 and graduated from Burlington High School 

in 1943. After serving in the U.S. Navy, he worked in banking and insurance before opening his 
own fi rm in Burlington.

Love is survived by his wife and children, W.E. “Rusty” Love  III ’72, Katherine Love and 
John Love. 
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