
Visions General Submission Guidelines 
 
Visions is a student-organized and operated publication that contains articles, media reviews, 
and creative writing from all disciplines, including environmental studies, geography, political 
science, economics, philosophy, religion, art, photography, and English. All non-creative 
submissions must be grounded in current, peer-reviewed scholarship. Visions values diverse 
viewpoints and welcomes submissions from multiple perspectives. 
 
1. Formatting 

● Cover sheet should contain a total word count for the document, author name, current 
address, email address, phone number, and an author biography (25-30 words). 

● Microsoft Word document, double-spaced, with one-inch margins 
● Illustrations should be in electronic format (no embedded documents or pictures) 

as separate files. 
 

2. Editing and reviewing 
● Articles must contain the most current, up-to-date information on the subject. 
● Authors are encouraged to use gender-neutral phrasing. Avoid using s/he format. 

Instead, state both pronouns (he or she, him or her, etc.) or use the plural form 
(e.g., they). Use inclusive terms (e.g., ‘humankind’ not ‘mankind’). 

● We reserve the right to edit all submissions. However, we wish to work closely 
with our contributors to produce a final submission that satisfies the author as well as the 
editors. 

 
3. Referencing and source material 

● Please use only APA style referencing. 
● Source materials should be scholarly in nature, and peer-reviewed articles are 

preferable. Primary sources are also acceptable. 
● Authors must seek copyright permission for any material that is not the original 

work of the author. Copyright permissions must be obtained prior to publication. 
● In-text citations should contain the author’s last name and the year of publication 

with a comma in between, such as: (Jones, 2016). For a more detailed citation guide, 
please refer to the following: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/


Visions Specific Submission Guidelines 
 

Research Articles 
Articles may come from any field of study. 

● Submissions should be completed in an academic manner but should be readable by 
the general population. 

● Submissions should contain either empirical or theoretical concepts grounded in current, 
peer-reviewed scholarship. 

● Submissions should be fewer than 4,000 words and include appropriate citations in APA.  
 

Research Summaries 
Research summaries should showcase undergraduate research and provide brief overviews of 
projects that are complete or in progress. 

● Submissions should be presented in the following sections (if applicable): Abstract, 
Introduction, Research Methods, Results, and Discussion. 

● Submissions should be fewer than 1,000 words. 
 

Creative Writing 
These types of submissions may be creative in style; however, they should be nonfiction, fiction, 
or poetry with an environmental or sustainability focus. 

● Prose pieces should be fewer than 2,000 words; poetry submissions should be fewer 
than two pages. 

 
Media Reviews 

Select an environmentally related piece of media released within the last five years. 
● Submissions should be an informed response to the style, structure, theme, and content 

of the media being reviewed. 
● Submissions should include a brief synopsis, the main themes, and important quotes. 
● Submissions should be approximately 1,000 words. 

 
Photography 

Photos should focus on a single topic area, tell a story, or depict a timeline of events. 
● Submissions should be high resolution, black and white or color, and must meet basic 

standards of resolution for reproduction and publication. 
 


