
North Carolina Open Government Coalition Board Meeting 
February 11, 2020 – Elon University 
 
Attendance: Brooks Fuller (Director), Rick Thames (President), Pauletta Brown Bracy 
(Treasurer), Jessica Gisclair, Ju-Don Marshall, Rick Gall, Monica Hill, Hugh Stevens, 
Kym Hunter 
 
Agenda  
 

I. Call to Order – the meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes (December 16, 2019)  
a. Monica Hill moved for the approval of the December 16, 2019 meeting minutes. 

Rick Thames seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 

III. Finance Update  
a. Brooks Fuller delivered an update on fundraising and the budget. Sunshine Day 

sponsorships have been secured and the Frank Barrows Award fund balance is 
approximately $1,000. 
 

IV. Sunshine Awards and Barrows Award 
a. Fuller called for nomination for both the Sunshine Awards and the Barrows 

Award. Five Sunshine Award nominations have been submitted, which is less 
than expected at this time. According to Rick Thames, one nomination for the 
Barrows Award for UNC’s Daily Tar Heel. 

i. Monica Hill recommended keeping nominations on file for one full year in 
order to keep from having a shortage of nominations or having solid 
applications passed over because of a particularly busy year.  

b. Deadline for each of these is February 18. Then nomination committees will 
select by February 25 (latest possible date) and Fuller will order awards 
accordingly.  
 

V. Sunshine Day Updates  
a. Registration updates 

i. 61 registrations, accounting for tables. Fuller asked for organization 
interested in sponsoring a table, half table, sponsoring students, etc. 

b. Fuller reported that two students would help with planning and publicity for 
Sunshine Day.  

c. Keynote – Chris Brook, judge on NC Court of Appeals, has accepted an invitation 
to give the 2020 keynote. 

d. Panels  
i. The full board discussed Sunshine Day panels and speakers. 

 
 
 



VI. Director’s Activity Report 
a. Hotline Data – Since December 16, 2019, 21 unique requests to NCOGC, three of 

which were media requests where we gave comment or advice. 
b. Talks – Fuller spoke to one media law class at Elon about public records and 

access issues. Talks scheduled at NCCMA at ECU, will speak to NC City and 
County Communicators in April. 
 

VII. Update on Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press local legal initiative  
a. The RCFP local legal initiative did not choose North Carolina. We plan to apply 

again if there is an opportunity. 
 

VIII. NC Local News Lab and Elon University  
a. Fuller reported that Elon University is seeking to bring NC Local News Lab to 

Elon’s campus, similar to NCOGC. Rochelle Ford is working with Melanie Sill 
directly on the partnership. 
 

IX. Other Business 
a. Ju-Don and Hugh Stevens mention that Ryan Tuck is taking over NC Local News 

Lab newsletter from Melanie Sill. Rick Thames stated that the missions of the 
local news lab and the NCOGC are compatible and we should work with them 
when possible. 
 

X. Adjourn at 11:15 a.m. 
 
  



Motions to Amend North Carolina Open Government Coalition Bylaws 
Agreed to unanimously on December 16, 2019 

 
Motion to Amend Bylaws. Article II, Section 2 of the NC Open Government Coalition bylaws 
currently reads: 
 
Section 2. Number, Term and Qualifications: The number of directors shall be sixteen (16). The 
immediate past president shall serve as a director following the conclusion of his or her term as 
president. The remaining fifteen (15) directors shall be divided into three classes of five directors 
each. Five of the original directors shall serve terms of one year; five shall serve terms of two 
years; and five shall serve terms of three years. Following the terms of the initial directors, the 
term of office for each director shall be three years. The board of directors shall include eight 
persons who represent media organizations; two who represent libraries, colleges or universities 
and historical organizations; two from the law; one representative of a public-interest group; one 
from government; and one person chosen at large. 
 
The NC Open Government Coalition president, Rick Thames, moves that the board vote to 
amend Article II, Section 2 to read as follows: 
 
Section 2. Number, Term and Qualifications: The number of directors shall be sixteen (16). The 
immediate past president shall serve as a director following the conclusion of his or her term as 
president. The remaining fifteen (15) directors shall be divided into three classes of five directors 
each. Five of the original directors shall serve terms of one year; five shall serve terms of two 
years; and five shall serve terms of three years. Following the terms of the initial directors, the 
term of office for each director shall be three years. The board of directors shall include eight 
five persons who represent media organizations; two who represent libraries, colleges or 
universities and historical organizations; two from the law; one representative of a public-interest 
group; one two from government; and one three persons chosen at large. 
 
 
 
Motion to Amend Bylaws. Article I, Section 1 of the NC Open Government Coalition bylaws 
currently reads: 
 
Section 1. Principal office: The corporation’s principal office shall be located at 215 South 
McDowell Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27602. 
 
Executive director, Brooks Fuller, moves that the board vote to Amend Article I, Section 1 
to read as follows: 
 
Section 1. Principal office: The corporation’s principal office shall be located at 215 South 
McDowell Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27602 Elon University, 2850 Campus Box, Elon, 
North Carolina 27244. 
 
 


