
An update for parents and families 

 

Please see below for a message that was sent to Elon students earlier this 

afternoon.  

 

It has been reported that social media accounts outside of the university are 

sharing inaccurate information. Parents and families are encouraged to contact 

the appropriate Elon University office with questions or concerns at any time. In 

addition, be sure to follow Elon's official social media accounts (Elon University on 

Facebook, Elon University on Twitter, Elon University on Instagram, and Elon 

Parents on Facebook) for accurate information.  

 

Dear Students,  

 

Twice in the past week, Campus Police and Student Life received reports of 

suspicious individuals on campus. Rumors and inaccurate information spread 

quickly via social media resulting in students having unwarranted concerns for 

their safety. In both situations, there was no danger to the campus and no 

criminal charges were filed.  

 

I am writing to provide accurate information and explain the university’s 

protocols for notifications about dangers on campus. Please be assured that we 

will use official channels to notify campus immediately if there is a threat to our 

safety and security. 

 

Over the weekend, a middle-aged man and a younger male were asking students 

questions about Elon, indicating they were exploring campus prior to an 

admissions tour. Campus police responded to a call from a student who 

interacted with them and to follow-up calls with second-hand reports or rumors. 

Campus police talked with the students, reviewed security camera footage, and 

dispatched officers to various campus locations, but were unable to locate the 

two individuals. Today they arrived for an admissions tour and talked with 

officers. Their motivation in asking questions was to learn more about the 

university. 

 

Unrelated to this situation, last Thursday I wrote to you about a young male who 

was knocking on doors at Station at Mill Point and was admitted to an apartment. 

Campus police identified the individual and talked with him and his parents. No 

charges were filed and police do not have any concern of a threat to the campus. 

 

In both of these situations, Elon students acted responsibly in notifying 

authorities about unusual interactions with unknown persons on campus. We 

appreciate the vigilance, which is a sign of a campus community concerned about 

safety.  

 

If you personally witness suspicious activity, contact Elon University Police 

directly at 336-278-5555 or make a report through the LiveSafe app. In an 

emergency situation, call 9-1-1 immediately.  

 

If there is a threat to campus safety or crime alert, we will notify the campus 

via official channels: the E-Alert system, the LiveSafe app, email and other 

university channels. For detailed information: www.elon.edu/e-

web/bft/safety/emergency.xhtml  

 

It is best not to rely on social media and group text apps as a source of credible 

information. These communications tend to spread rumors and false information, 

creating heightened anxiety and fear.  

 

--  

 

Dr. Jon Dooley  

Vice President for Student Life 

    

 

Elon University 

100 Campus Drive 

Elon, NC 27244 

 

It's easy to update your Email Preferences. You may also review our Privacy Policy. 
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