
An update from President Connie Ledoux Book. 

January 24, 2019 

 

Dear Elon families, 

 

With spring semester right around the corner, I write with an update on the busy 

months ahead and our planning for the next academic year. In line with Elon’s 

traditions of transparency and fiscal discipline, I want to share details with you 

about next year’s university budget, including student costs, as set by the Board 

of Trustees. This will help you plan your finances and also gain an understanding 

of our priorities and budget goals.  

 

With a continued focus on keeping Elon affordable while meeting the needs of 

students, trustees have set undergraduate tuition for the next academic year at 

$36,082, a 3.5 percent increase. The total cost for undergraduates, including 

room, board and health/SGA fees will be $49,256. By comparison, nearly all of 

Elon’s peer private institutions have total costs well above $60,000. 

 

With growing enrollment, we are continuing to invest in classroom instruction, 

adding 11 new full-time faculty members and maintaining our outstanding 12:1 

student-faculty ratio. We are also adding new support staff for academic 

programs and making major new investments in new curriculum development 

and academic software and hardware.  

 

Ensuring that all students thrive is of the highest concern, so next year’s budget 

includes permanent funding for two new counselors, an associate director for 

student wellness and a director of student concern outreach. These new 

investments support the work of our Student Wellness and Well-Being Work 

Group. This four-year effort is a partnership with JED Campus, a national 

nonprofit group that works to protect emotional health and prevent suicide 

among teens and young adults. School of Health Sciences Dean Dr. Becky 

Neiduski and Associate Vice President for Student Life Dr. Jana Lynn Patterson 

are leading a comprehensive assessment of mental health, substance abuse and 

Elon’s suicide prevention protocols.  

 

Of special note, next year’s budget funds the third year of an effort to increase 

entry-level salaries of Elon staff, reaching our goal of providing a minimum 

starting wage of $15/hour. We want to continue to support all members of our 

community who work hard every day to provide a safe and efficient environment 

for students.  

 

Finally, it is important to point out that we continue to expand financial aid 

resources through the annual operating budget and fundraising efforts. Keeping 

Elon affordable and providing access to students of all backgrounds is a 

foundational priority as we work this year to develop the university’s next long-

range strategic plan. I am proud to report that Elon’s endowment has tripled, to 

$256 million, during this decade. Yet, many of our competitor institutions have 

endowments from two to twenty times larger. We must continue to grow our 

endowment with a primary focus on increasing funding for scholarships. 

 

The months ahead 

 

Just a few highlights as we anticipate the high energy of spring semester at Elon: 

• Please put a star on March 5 on your calendar – it’s Elon Day 2019. This is an 

opportunity to show your pride – wear your Elon gear, post pictures on social 

media and join thousands of alumni, parents and friends in making a gift to the 

university. 

• Former Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard will conclude this year’s Elon 

Speaker Series when she delivers the annual Spring Convocation address on 

April 4. We look forward to learning about her many successes in leading one of 

the world’s largest economies. 

• Then the next day, April 5, we kick off the public phase of the historic Elon 

LEADS Campaign, announcing our goals for ensuring the university’s financial 

future in the years ahead. 

 

Families of graduating seniors will want to pay special attention to plans for 



Commencement on Friday, May 24. We are reconfiguring the day to allow for all 

graduates to come together for a shorter outdoor morning ceremony followed by 

two separate diploma ceremonies inside the air-conditioned Schar Center. Watch 

for full details of the week’s events and schedules on the Commencement 

website: www.elon.edu/commencement. 

 

I want to close by expressing my personal thanks to you and all members of the 

Elon family for the support and kind wishes I’ve received during this year, my 

first as president. This is a very special community and I am blessed to have the 

opportunity to join my faculty and staff colleagues in working with such talented 

and committed students. They inspire me every day and give me great hope for a 

bright future.  

 

Sincerely, 

Connie Ledoux Book 

President 
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