
A message to the class of 2020.  

 

Dear graduating families, 
 
Please see below for a message that was sent to your graduating senior earlier 
today. I am very sorry that the coronavirus pandemic has disrupted your senior's 
last few months of their college career. As you read the email below, please know 
that university leaders are taking much into consideration regarding the rest of 
the semester and Commencement, most importantly the health and well-being of 
our community. The university will share a decision no later than Monday, April 6 
about the planned April 20 resumption of in-person classes and the scheduled 
May 22 Commencement.  
 
In good health, 
 
Jozi Snowberger '07 
Senior Director of Parent Engagement 

 
Dear seniors,  
 
We know the coronavirus pandemic has disrupted your senior year and your 
plans to celebrate together in multiple ways during the last months of your 
college career. We are truly sorry. This is not what any of us wanted, and it is a 
hard reality to accept that there is no way to re-create what has been lost.  
 
First and foremost, please know that university leaders are taking a measured 
and thoughtful approach to decision-making about the impact of this situation on 
the rest of the semester and Commencement, and have been listening carefully 
to your senior class officers. Unlike other colleges and universities, the later 
timeline for our semester has given us a bit more time to make better-informed 
decisions based on data and the impact of measures enacted across the country 
to control the spread of the coronavirus. 
 
As we indicated in the community-wide email update earlier this week, the 
university will communicate no later than Monday, April 6 regarding a final 
decision about the planned April 20 resumption of in-person classes and the 
scheduled May 22 Commencement. 
 
While we all prefer a May ceremony, the spread of the virus will ultimately 
determine the best way to host a healthy and safe celebration. Should our 
original plans for Commencement be affected, we have heard from the senior 
class officers that an online or virtual graduation – as some universities have 
announced – is not a viable option for Elon. Relationships, community, and 
mentoring are at the core of the Elon experience and we look forward to getting 
together with you for a celebration that reflects those values and our traditions. 
We also know that resilience and innovation are part of that Elon tradition, 
exemplified in the first graduation ceremony that was held Under the Oaks – a 
result of the 1923 fire on campus.  
 
Please know that we will continue to make thoughtful, informed decisions and 
communicate with you as soon as we are able. 
 
In the meantime, thank you for your patience. We wish you good health, 
encourage you to follow the guidance of public health officials, and hope that 
your online classes are as productive as possible in this disruptive situation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Jeff Stein 
Vice President for Strategic Initiatives 
 
Dr. Jon Dooley 
Vice President for Student Life 
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