
An update from Elon University.  

 

Please see below for a message sent to students, faculty and staff earlier today. 

 
Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
Yesterday the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) alerted 
Americans to begin to prepare for the spread of the coronavirus in the United 
States, saying it’s not clear when it will arrive and how severe an outbreak could 
become. The CDC advised that disruption to everyday life could be significant and 
suggested that businesses, schools and families have discussions about the 
potential impact. 
 
Elon is closely monitoring the spread of coronavirus across the globe, mindful of 
the impact it may have on operations here on campus and for our students 
studying abroad this semester. The university has an infectious disease response 
team that has been activated and will meet regularly to assess conditions. We 
also have a university emergency plan specific to pandemic conditions, should it 
become necessary. University leaders remain in ongoing communication with 
local and state health departments and have been monitoring guidance from the 
CDC, which maintains a helpful updated summary about the virus online here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html 
 
The staff in Student Health Services and the Faculty-Staff Wellness Clinic are 
well-trained on established protocols for epidemics and pandemics and the 
university maintains emergency response strategies for a variety of possible 
scenarios. We continue our preparation and are ready to work with local, state 
and national health authorities in responding to any confirmed case which affects 
members of our community or the operations of the university. 
 
University leaders are also monitoring the impact of the virus in other countries 
where Elon students and faculty are studying and traveling during spring 
semester. You may have seen yesterday’s announcement that we have 
suspended Elon’s study abroad program in Florence for the semester, in response 
to news of growing numbers of coronavirus cases in northern Italy. Twenty-one 
Elon students and one faculty member will return to their homes from Florence 
this week. The university and our academic partners in Italy will ensure the 
students are able to complete all coursework remotely. 
 
The university is in close contact with the other study abroad programs in which 
Elon students are participating this semester and will respond as appropriate to 
additional disruptions caused by the coronavirus. 
 
As we near spring break, it is important that you stay informed about the spread 
of the coronavirus. Elon strongly encourages students, faculty and staff to be 
prudent in their travel choices. As countries respond to outbreaks, travel 
limitations, bans and quarantines are being put into effect, often with little or no 
prior warning. Please consider both your departure and your return when 
travelling to areas currently under watch for coronavirus. 
 
According to the CDC, illness with this virus has ranged from mild to severe. 
Signs and symptoms of infection include fever, cough and difficulty breathing. 
Risk factors for severe illness are not yet clear, although older adults and those 
with chronic medical conditions may be at higher risk for severe illness. More 
information about the virus is available from the CDC website here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/index.html or from the World 
Health Organization: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-
coronavirus-2019 
 
As with any other virus we ask that all students, faculty, and staff remain vigilant 
in practicing precautions to prevent the spread of disease. CDC guidelines for 
prevention and treatment are similar to the recommendations to prevent the 
spread of any virus: 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 
• Stay home when you are sick 
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the 

trash 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular 

household cleaning spray or wipe 
• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 

especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after blowing 
your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

We will continue to communicate with students, their families, and faculty 
members potentially impacted by the spread of the coronavirus abroad. If 
necessary, we will provide regular email communication, as we did during the 
mumps outbreak during fall semester.  
 
If you have medical questions or concerns, please consult Student Health 
Services at 336-278-7230 or the Faculty Staff Wellness Clinic at 336-278-5569. 
For questions about the university response to the virus, contact the Office of the 
Dean of Students at 336-278-7200. 
 
--  
Dr. Jon Dooley  
Vice President for Student Life  
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