
March 2 COVID-19 update from Elon University.  

 

Dear Elon parents and families: 
 
Please see below for a message sent to students, faculty and staff earlier this 
afternoon with an update on novel coronavirus, COVID-19. A special website 
has been set up to keep the Elon University community informed: 
https://www.elon.edu/coronavirus.  
 
In good health, 
 
Jozi Snowberger '07 
Senior Director of Parent Engagement 

 
Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
I write with an update regarding the novel coronavirus, COVID-19. Elon is 
continuing normal operations, even as we plan for a possibility that we could be 
affected on campus at some point in the future. We are not aware of any 
coronavirus case associated with members of the Elon community. At this time, 
there are no confirmed cases of COVID-19 in North Carolina. 
 
In order to keep our community informed about this evolving situation, we have 
set up a special website: https://www.elon.edu/coronavirus. 
 
University leaders are closely following advice and directives from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and World Health Organization (WHO): 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 
 
Actions taken by the university since the February 26 email include the 
following: 

• All Elon study abroad programs in Italy have been suspended. Students 
who were studying in Florence and Sorrento are returning to their homes 
and will complete their semester courses remotely. (Please note: the 
students are not returning to campus at this time.) 

• Students studying abroad in other locations have been advised that 
university leaders are closely monitoring the situation for any potential 
impact at their study locations. Students have also been advised to 
carefully heed the CDC and U.S. State Department travel warnings when 
traveling to other locations over weekends or breaks. 

• All university-sponsored travel by faculty and staff to countries that have a 
level three travel warning has been canceled (China, Italy, South Korea 
and Iran). 

• Elon’s infectious disease response team established last fall has been 
activated and will meet regularly throughout this situation. 

• Elon’s Emergency Operation Center held its first meeting associated with 
coronavirus last Friday. The group is reviewing and updating the 
university’s extensive pandemic flu plan. 

• University leaders have met with state and local health departments and 
will continue regular communication and coordination throughout this 
situation. 

Actions you can take at this time: 

• Continue to stay updated about the coronavirus outbreak through the 
websites linked above or reliable media sources. 

• Consider the impact of the outbreak on upcoming spring break travel 
plans. As countries respond to outbreaks, travel limitations, bans and 
quarantines are being put into effect, often with little or no prior warning. 
Please consider both your departure and your return when travelling to 
areas currently under watch for coronavirus. The CDC website with travel 
information specific to coronavirus is a helpful resource: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html 

• Continue to reinforce the same habits that helped our community through 
the mumps outbreak last fall and are also useful during the flu season we 
are currently experiencing: 

o Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

o Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

o Stay home when you are sick, except to get medical care. 

o Cover your cough/sneeze into your elbow or use a tissue. 

o Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a 
regular household cleaning spray or wipe. 

o Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after 
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. If soap and water are not 
readily available, use a hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% 
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alcohol. Always wash your hands with soap and water if your hands 
are visibly dirty. 

o Regularly use the hand sanitizer stations that are at the entrance to 
university buildings and dining halls. 

According to the CDC, illness with this virus has ranged from mild to severe. 
Signs and symptoms of infection include fever, cough and difficulty breathing. 
Risk factors for severe illness are not yet clear, although older adults and those 
with chronic medical conditions may be at higher risk for severe illness. 
 
If you have medical questions or concerns, please consult Student Health 
Services at 336-278-7230 or the Faculty Staff Wellness Clinic at 336-278-5569. 
For questions about the university response to the virus, contact the Office of the 
Dean of Students at 336-278-7200. 
 
We will continue to communicate with students, their families and faculty 
members potentially impacted by the spread of the coronavirus. Our next 
update to the community is planned for next Monday afternoon, March 9, 
unless an earlier update is warranted. 
 
--  
Dr. Jon Dooley  
Vice President for Student Life 

 

 


