
Wednesday, March 11: COVID-19 update from Elon University.  

 

Dear Members of the Elon community, 
 
The University has continued carefully monitoring conditions and impact of the 
novel coronavirus, COVID-19. Campus leaders are working collaboratively to 
develop plans and scenarios to address our first priority which is to reduce the 
health risk to students, faculty, staff and their families. 
 
There are no confirmed cases of coronavirus at Elon. Yesterday, the state 
of North Carolina declared a state of emergency and public health experts are 
encouraging social distancing to disrupt and minimize the spread of COVID-19. 
Today we are announcing important next steps for the Elon community 
as a part of that effort. 
 
Elon University is committed to completing the semester and ensuring that all 
students can fulfill their academic requirements and degree progress. Campus 
offices and services will remain open and operations will continue 
normally. 
 
Here is what you need to know: 

• All undergraduate courses will transition from classroom 
instruction to online learning mode for the two weeks following 
Spring Break (which begins this Saturday and concludes March 22). 

• Undergraduate students are encouraged to remain at home during the two 
weeks following Spring Break (March 23 – April 5). Please refer to this 
checklist for items to bring with you as you leave campus later this week. 

• Students will continue classes online beginning March 23 as directed by 
their faculty members. 

• We plan to resume normal classroom instruction on Monday, April 
6. 

• The Schools of Law and Health Sciences will remain open and operate 
normally. Academic requirements will be communicated to students by the 
deans. Students in other graduate programs will receive further 
information from their faculty members as plans are developed. 

• University services and operations will continue for students who must 
remain on campus during Spring Break or return to campus prior to April 
6. Residence halls, dining halls, and other campus services and 
offices will be open to meet the needs of the campus.  

• Students living in residence halls requesting to be on campus at any point 
over the next three weeks should register on-line here. We request that 
information as soon as possible for planning purposes. 

• Students who remain on campus should anticipate limited campus 
activities. Most campus events and activities with more than 50 people will 
be canceled from March 16 through April 6 and there could be changes to 
events scheduled after that date. 

 
Although the decision to alter classes was difficult as it will impact Elon’s 
residential learning environment for a few weeks, we are confident these 
measures will help to protect all members of our community. We are announcing 
this decision now to give faculty and students time to plan for the transition and 
achieve their academic goals. 
 
This decision will bring many questions and we will be working to answer those in 
the days ahead. We know this will be a stressful shift for our community and will 
be in touch frequently as further information is developed. We ask for continued 
patience and flexibility from everyone as we collectively address what has 
become a very complex situation. Please check our dedicated coronavirus 
website which will be updated frequently with further details: 
https://www.elon.edu/coronavirus. 
 
Spring Break and University Travel 
 
As students contemplate Spring Break travel, we encourage the following 
recommendations: 

• Carefully review the CDC helpful guidance for travelers. During the break, 
stay informed about developments and watch for advisories that could 
impact when and where you can travel. 

• The CDC recommends travelers, particularly those with underlying health 
issues, defer all cruise ship travel worldwide. We encourage students to 
follow suit. 

• Reconsider spring break activities that involve large crowds or mass 
gatherings where coronavirus could be spread more easily. 

• Carefully consider non-essential travel to U.S. locations that have declared 
a state of emergency or are experiencing a growing number of cases. 

• The university also recommends reconsidering any international travel 
knowing that this is an evolving situation and other countries could be 
added to the level two or three warning list during Spring Break. 

• No matter where you are, avoid contact with sick people; avoid touching 
your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands; and clean your hands 
often by washing them with soap and water for at least 20 seconds or 
using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains 60-95% alcohol. 

Additional university travel guidelines and advice include: 

• All non-essential university travel has been suspended until further 
notice. This includes alternative break trips and conference travel. 

https://www.elon.edu/u/residence-life/spring-break-2020/
https://www.elon.edu/u/residence-life/spring-break-2020/
https://www.elon.edu/coronavirus.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/faqs.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/covid-19-cruise-ship


Requests for exceptions to this policy should be made with deans and vice 
presidents. 

• Elon students, faculty, and staff who travel to or through a country 
with a level two or three travel warning from the CDC must self-
quarantine for 14 days before returning to campus. 

 
Medical information and Questions 
According to the CDC, at this time the complete clinical picture with regard to 
COVID-19 is not fully known. Signs and symptoms of infection include fever, 
cough and difficulty breathing. While information so far suggests that most 
COVID-19 illness is mild, older people and people with certain underlying health 
conditions – like heart disease, lung disease and diabetes, for example – seem to 
be at greater risk of serious illness. 
 
If you have medical questions or concerns, please consult Student Health 
Services at 336-278-7230 or the Faculty Staff Wellness Clinic at 336-278-5569. 
For questions about the university response to the virus, contact the Office of the 
Dean of Students at 336-278-7200. 
 
Dr. Dooley’s next email update to the community is planned for Monday 
afternoon, March 16, unless an earlier message is warranted. Current 
information is always available on the special university website: 
https://www.elon.edu/coronavirus. 
 
A big thank you to our community members for all the work already completed 
(who knew that our efforts to address the mumps would have put Elon in a 
position of strength for Covid19!) and other work underway to prepare our 
community for this unprecedented situation, from our emergency management 
and wellness teams to the physical plant crews ensuring that our campuses 
remain as clean and sanitary as possible.  

Please know how grateful I am for all that each of you do each day and will do 
over the coming weeks to adapt to these changes. Thank you for your flexibility 
and patience during this dynamic time around the world. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Connie Book  
President 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/after-travel-precautions.html
https://www.elon.edu/coronavirus.

