
March 20 COVID-19 update from Elon University.  

 

Please see below for a message that was sent to students earlier today. Check 
www.elon.edu/coronavirus for Elon's COVID-19 updates.  

 
Dear Students, faculty, and staff, 
 
I’m writing to share two important developments related to the coronavirus 
issue: 
 
• The Alamance County Board of Commissioners today declared a state of 
emergency in the county. This allows the county to coordinate, provide and 
request additional emergency supplies and receive mutual aid from the state and 
federal government. 
 
• The emergency declaration followed the announcement by the Alamance 
County Health Department of the first confirmed case of COVID-19 in the county. 
The affected individual is currently in isolation at home and is doing well. We 
have no information that indicates any connection between this case and Elon 
students, faculty or staff members. 
 
These two developments are certainly not surprising, considering the spread of 
the virus and the response by government agencies to protect public health. With 
cities and states in some locations asking people to shelter in place and limit their 
daily movements, we anticipate there may be further government action to 
promote social distancing and stop the transmission of the virus. 
 
With that in mind, I want to emphasize some central points about the university’s 
operation as we prepare to begin remote instruction on Monday: 
 
• A great deal of preparation is taking place to optimize the teaching and learning 
experience. Students should be prepared to focus their energies on the classes 
and communicating with their professors. Undergraduates will be back in session 
online Monday and we ask your full engagement in completing the semester. 
 
• On-campus operations are providing only necessary services. Many buildings 
are only open through card access. Lakeside Dining Hall is providing to-go food 
for those who are still on campus. Some offices and services are operating on 
reduced hours. In short, this is not business-as-usual on campus, so we ask for 
your cooperation and understanding. 
 
• Hundreds of faculty and staff who do not need to be on campus are working 
remotely. We encourage and support those arrangements, which are in line with 
guidance from state and federal health officials. 
 
• Staff members who must be on campus to perform their jobs are doing so in 
ways that practice social distancing and protect their health. 
 
Individual action and personal responsibility are paramount in the days and 
weeks ahead as our nation implements all necessary measures to slow the 
spread of the virus. Please make your health and safety your top priority and be 
assured that the university supports your actions to protect yourself and your 
family. 
 
We’re in this together. 
 
-- 
Dr. Jon Dooley 
Vice President for Student Life 
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