
An update from President Connie Ledoux Book. 

 

February 19, 2020 
 
Dear Elon families, 
 
Spring semester is off to a strong start and the weeks ahead are filled with 
exciting opportunities for learning, engagement and celebration. As is customary 
at this time of year, I write with details about next year’s university budget, 
including student costs approved by the Elon University Board of Trustees. We 
have a long tradition of financial transparency and we want parents to 
understand our priorities as you plan your family’s finances. 
 
The 2020-21 undergraduate tuition has been set at $37,414, a 3.69% percent 
increase. The total cost for undergraduates, including tuition, room, board and 
health/SGA fees will be $51,062. By comparison, the average total cost for Elon’s 
peer private institutions this year is above $66,000. 
 
We are proud of Elon’s ranking by Kiplinger as a top-30 “best value” private 
university. Elon’s four-year graduation rate ranks #35 among national 
universities—a key advantage in a time when students at the majority of top 
universities take five or six years to complete their degrees. We understand the 
challenge families face in paying for college and we work hard to ensure student 
success while being good stewards of their tuition dollars. No doubt exists that 
the investment you are making in Elon will pay dividends that will last a lifetime. 
That starts with an on-time graduation and a path to first employment that 
launches a successful career. 
 
Next year’s budget priorities support the goals of Boldly Elon, our decade-long 
strategic plan that was announced on Feb. 11. Next year we will add 12 full-time 
faculty positions to ensure classes remain small and we maintain Elon’s 12:1 
student-faculty ratio. We will also increase investments in STEM programs as we 
lay the groundwork for a new school of engineering and establish new nursing 
programs. Additional new staff positions will support academic, student life and 
physical plant operations. We are also planning a renovation of Smith Hall this 
summer, part of our long-term initiative to renovate residence halls in the 
Historic Neighborhood, and will be upgrading student organization spaces on the 
second floor of Moseley Center. 
 
Expanding student financial aid is also a major part of next year’s budget and a 
key priority of Boldly Elon and the $250 million Elon LEADS fundraising campaign, 
which was launched last year. We are working hard to keep Elon affordable for 
students of all backgrounds and we are grateful for the many generous alumni, 
parents and friends who have endowed scholarships. 
 
Upcoming on campus 

• March 5 is the date for Elon Day 2020—your opportunity to show your 
pride in our university. Be sure to wear your Elon gear, post pictures on 
social media and join thousands of alumni, parents and friends in making a 
gift to the university. 

• Elon will host the 2020 Colonial Athletic Association’s Women’s Basketball 
Tournament, set for March 11-14 in Schar Center. We hope all Phoenix 
fans will be on hand to cheer on Coach Charlotte Smith and her team. 

• On April 3 we will hold dedication ceremonies to thank more than 50 
families who provided gifts to build The Inn at Elon, our on-campus hotel 
that opened in January. The next time you head to Elon, reserve a room or 
stop by for dinner at The Mark, the inn’s restaurant. The Inn at Elon offers 
“a stay with purpose,” meaning profits from the hotel’s operations are 
designated for need-based scholarships. 

• April 7 is this year’s Baird Lecture, featuring Internet entrepreneur Jimmy 
Wales, the founder of Wikipedia. He is among Time Magazine’s “100 Most 
Influential People,” and we look forward to hearing his thoughts about the 
digital revolution that is rapidly changing our world. 

Families of graduating seniors will want to pay special attention to plans for 
Commencement on Friday, May 22. All graduates will come together for an 
outdoor morning ceremony followed by two separate diploma ceremonies in 
Schar Center. Emmy Award-winning writer and producer Leonard Dick, whose 
daughter, Julia, is a member of the Class of 2020, will deliver the 
Commencement address. Look for full details of the week’s events and schedules 
at: www.elon.edu/commencement. 
 
I am grateful every day for the opportunity to work with students and envision a 
future shaped by their boundless vision and enthusiasm. Our world can be a 
troubled place, but that melts away quickly when you spend time with talented 
and principled Elon students. Thank you for making their studies and 
contributions to our community possible. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Connie Ledoux Book  
President 

https://www.elon.edu/u/administration/president/boldly-elon/
https://www.elon.edu/u/elon-leads/
https://www.elon.edu/u/elon-day/
https://www.elon.edu/commencement


 


