
Monday, April 20, COVID-19 update from Elon 

 

Please see below for a message that was sent to students, faculty and staff 
earlier today.  
 
Check www.elon.edu/coronavirus for Elon's COVID-19 updates.  

 
 
Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff, 
 
This week’s Monday update summarizes the current status in North Carolina and 
at the university, looks forward to the week ahead, describes future planning 
efforts, summarizes the best sources of information, and provides a reminder 
about facilities and services at the university. 
 
Current status 
• There have been 6,764 laboratory-confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the state of 
North Carolina, including 49 in Alamance County. A total of 179 COVID-19-
related deaths have been reported in the state. 
• The governor’s stay-at-home executive order continues to be in effect in North 
Carolina through the end of the month.  
• We remain unaware of any confirmed or presumptive positive cases of COVID-
19 among Elon students, faculty, or staff who have been on campus during a 
possible period of contagion. 
 
The week ahead at Elon 
• Last Friday all students received an invitation to complete a brief 10-question 
survey on student experiences with the transition to remote learning. If 
you have not already responded, please check your email for the link and 
respond to the survey by midnight tonight. 
• Residence Life has communicated with on-campus residents about the spring 
2020 move-out procedures, which can be found online here. On-campus 
residents are asked to respond by this Friday, April 24, with their move-out 
plans. The form is available on the housing portal: www.elon.edu/myhousing. 
• University leaders are finalizing the process for undergraduate students to 
request credits/refunds for unused on-campus housing and/or meal plans. 
The information will be available for students no later than this Wednesday, April 
22. 
• Undergraduate students are invited to an online Student Town Hall with 
President Book on Wednesday, April 22, at 4:00 p.m. President Book will be 
joined by three student panelists and students attending the Town Hall Forum will 
have the opportunity to chat questions via the WebEx app to President Book and 
the panelists. For details and the link, view the announcement on the Today at 
Elon website. 
 
Planning for the future 
For the past month the campus Emergency Operations Center and the university 
vice presidents have been meeting daily to address issues related to the 
coronavirus pandemic and both groups will continue to meet regularly for the 
foreseeable future. University leaders have also been regularly engaging the 
members of Academic Council, Staff Council and the Student Government 
Association for their input and leadership. In addition, three important groups will 
be addressing key aspects of university planning for the future: 
• An ad hoc Return to Work Committee has been appointed under the 
leadership of Jeff Stein, Vice President for Strategic Initiatives and Partnerships, 
and Kelli Shuman, Associate Vice President for Human Resources, to begin 
planning for the return to on-campus work for university employees in 
anticipation of state and federal decisions and guidance about re-opening schools 
and businesses. 
• The staff and faculty on the University Budget Committee have been 
meeting regularly under the leadership of Aswani Volety, Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, and Gerald Whittington, Senior Vice President, to 
develop strategies to mitigate the negative financial impact of the pandemic on 
the university. They are working with an ad hoc committee of the Board of 
Trustees to plan for multiple scenarios and will further update the community in 
the coming weeks. 
• Earlier today President Book announced a Task Force on Fall Semester 2020 
led by President Emeritus Leo M. Lambert to develop a comprehensive 
operational plan for the university, with the intention of resuming on-campus 
instruction and residence life this fall. The goal is to support, to the fullest extent 
possible, Elon’s engaged and personal approach to teaching and learning, while 
also identifying and implementing modifications of the campus environment, daily 
operations and personal practices to ensure the health and safety of Elon faculty, 
staff, students, visitors, and the broader community. 
 
Sources of information 
We continue to recommend the following sources for those seeking more 
information about the coronavirus pandemic and the university response: 
• The coronavirus website maintained jointly by several federal agencies: 
https://www.coronavirus.gov/ 
• The North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services with information 
about the state-level response to COVID-19: 
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/divisions/public-health/covid19 
• The special Elon University coronavirus website with archived copies of previous 
messages to the community and regularly-updated information about the 
university response: https://www.elon.edu/coronavirus 
• The Today at Elon website with news and information from across the 
university, featuring important updates and stories about Elon students, faculty, 
staff and alumni: https://www.elon.edu/u/news/ 
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Facilities and services at Elon 
• Elon facilities remain closed to walk-in traffic, and most services are operating 
remotely or by appointment. Faculty and staff members are working remotely, 
unless they are providing essential services for the campus and the students who 
were unable to leave due to personal circumstances. 
• Essential services available on campus continue to include to-go meals at 
Lakeside Dining Hall (hours and menu here), Student Health Services (hours and 
appointment information here), Faculty/Staff Health & Wellness Clinic (hours and 
appointment information here), Moseley Center and Mail Services (Monday-
Friday, 10 am – 2 pm), and two computer labs (Alamance 315 and Steers 
Pavilion) available by card access from 6 am – midnight. 
 
The next community-wide email update will be sent next Monday 
afternoon, April 27, at 2:00 p.m., unless an earlier message is warranted. 
 
-- 
Dr. Jon Dooley 
Vice President for Student Life 
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