
 

Please see below for a message that was sent to students earlier today. 

Dear students, faculty and staff, 
 
An increase in the number of positive cases reported among students today has raised 
the campus alert level to Level 2 - Moderate Alert and prompted additional mitigation 
actions. In the daily COVID-19 Dashboard update at 4 p.m. today, Elon will report at 
least 24 new student cases, with the majority involving student-athletes. As a result, 
Elon Athletics has suspended in-person workouts, weight training, and operations in all 
sports until further notice. 

Since Tuesday, 21 student-athletes have tested positive for COVID-19, including a 
cluster of cases among football student-athletes that will be reported by the local health 
department to the state. Currently 18 other student-athletes are exhibiting COVID-19 
symptoms and awaiting test results. All students involved have been moved into 
isolation. Over the past two days, Elon has done extensive testing of students on the 
teams who may have been exposed and those test results could yield additional cases. 

The spread of cases among student-athletes appears to be primarily related to social 
contacts outside of normal team activities. Elon Athletics has been practicing strict 
cleaning and social distancing protocols and has been regularly testing student-athletes, 
coaches and trainers. 

In response to these and other cases reported this week, Elon is working closely with 
the health department to carry out established protocols for testing, contact tracing and 
notification, and quarantine. Numbers of students in isolation and quarantine have 
increased significantly as a primary strategy to limit the spread of the virus on campus. 
The available supply of quarantine spaces remains adequate to handle the increased 
demand of this increased number of cases. To date, the majority of positive student 
cases have either been asymptomatic or illnesses with mild symptoms lasting three to 
five days. 

As we have carefully examined positive cases reported on campus so far this semester, 
there does not appear to be any indication of transmission related to classrooms or 
other academic environments. The primary transmission among students is with 
roommates/housemates or social contacts. The rise in cases over the past few days 
demonstrates how easily the virus is transmitted among students in social situations. 
Avoiding group gatherings, wearing masks whenever interacting with others outside 
your room/apartment/house, practicing physical distancing, and adhering to healthy 
habits recommended by health professionals are important steps each of us should 
take. 

Today’s increase in cases raises one of Elon’s 12 COVID-19 Alert Indicators to the very 
high level and moves the overall campus alert level from New Normal to Moderate 
Alert. At this level, all members of the campus community are advised to further limit 
their exposure to others. All of the actions taken today are guided by key operational 
guidance from the Alert Level Matrix and the Ready & Resilient plan. Additional 
mitigation measures could be implemented and announced as needed. 

In our work to prepare for the fall semester, we were advised by public health officials 
that this type of an increase was possible, and that the number of cases would likely 
rise and fall from week to week. Elon prepared for this possibility through the design of 
its COVID-19 Alert System, to guide data-informed decision-making and the 
implementation of additional mitigation strategies. 

The next update will be our regular weekly email at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday, September 
23, unless an earlier message is warranted. 

-- 
 
Dr. Jon Dooley 
Vice President for Student Life 
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https://www.elon.edu/u/ready-and-resilient/wp-content/uploads/sites/1124/2020/09/Elon_covid-19_alert_system.pdf
https://www.elon.edu/u/ready-and-resilient/health-wellness/required-testing-for-covid-19/
https://www.elon.edu/u/ready-and-resilient/health-wellness/notification-contact-tracing/
https://www.elon.edu/u/ready-and-resilient/health-wellness/notification-contact-tracing/
https://www.elon.edu/u/ready-and-resilient/health-wellness/quarantine-and-isolation/
https://www.elon.edu/u/ready-and-resilient/health-wellness/your-healthy-habits/
https://www.elon.edu/u/ready-and-resilient/health-wellness/your-healthy-habits/

