
thursday, may 23 

Baccalaureate



Baccalaureate is a multifaith ceremony held during Commencement week. Derived from Latin, “Baccalaureate” means to recognize 
and honor achievement and distinction. As opposed to a sermon for graduating seniors, Elon’s Baccalaureate service is celebratory 
and inspirational, with seniors’ reflections on their time at Elon, a renowned speaker inspiring and challenging without necessarily 
preaching, and readings and blessings from across a variety of religious and cultural traditions.

Prelude Music for organ and trumpet

Processional* “Rigaudon,” André Campra

Welcome and Opening Prayer The Reverend Janet F. Fuller, University Chaplain

Hymn* “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You,” Christianity (back cover)

Litany for Higher Education   Written by Chaplain Emeritus Richard McBride 
 Led by Charles Irons, Professor of History, Chair of the Department of History & Geography

 
Gracious God, who has created within us a holy curiosity, we are glad to be living the adventure of teaching and learning.

We are grateful that the use of our minds is a delight to you.

“You desire truth in the inward being; 
Therefore teach us wisdom in our secret hearts.”  (Psalm 51:6)

As teachers and learners we discover the world that you have made.
God the Creator, the earth is full of your surprises.

As global citizens we explore the possibilities of friendship among all nations and cultures.
God the Reconciler, we pray to see the world as you see it.

As a community of learners we prepare for effective service in our world.
God of Compassion, we pray for your guidance.

As members of families we seek to love each other through life’s joys and sorrows.
God our Companion, we pray for your blessing.

We affirm the resilience of the human spirit, not to be overcome by the powers of evil,
But to hold fast to the claim that justice be done.

May we discover, O God, your heart for justice, for peace, and for human dignity.

May those who teach accept with gratitude the privilege of waking others to wholeness of life!
And may those who learn go on to be the bearers of new life wherever they are planted!

All: “Happy are they who find wisdom and they who find understanding, 
For the gain from them is better than the gain from silver; 
And their profit better than gold.” Amen. (Proverbs 3:13–14)

The Meaning I Make Kenneth Brown ’19
 Mariatu Okonofua ’19 
 Hannah Podhorzer ’19

Music  “Shining Star,” Maurice White, Larry Dunn and Philip Bailey
  Elon Music Ambassadors: Tanner Mead ’19 – vocals; Cera Baker ’20 – vocals;   
  Andrew Trautmann ’19 – bass; Elijah Wheeler ’21 – guitar; Alexandra Byers ’22 – piano; 
   Brendan Stuart ’21 – drums; Rachel Hopkins ’19 – trumpet; Christopher Terry ’21 –   
  trumpet; Joshua Scovern ’19 – saxophone

SERVICE oƒ WORSHIP 
Honoring 2019 graduates, their families, and the faculty and staff



Excerpt Adrienne Maree Brown, author and activist
 Amy Belfer ’19

Introduction of the Speaker Toddie Peters 
 Professor of Religious Studies

Baccalaureate Address “Leading in the Great Unknown”  
 The Reverend Jennifer Bailey 

Blessings   The Shehechianu, Judaism 
 Amy Belfer ’19 
 Eliana Chervin ’19 
 Michael Dryzer ’19 
 Robyn Epstein ’19 
 Ethan Feuer ’19 
 
 Jewel of Enlightenment from the Heart Lotus, Buddhism  
 Sophie Zinn ’19 

  “An Irish Blessing,” Michael Patrick Murphy 
  Emily Trainor ’19

Benediction Chaplain Fuller

Postlude* “Joy” from 12 Heroic Marches, Georg Philipp Telemann

 W. Thomas Jones, University Organist 
 Paul Neebe, trumpet
 

*Those who are able may stand. 

the reverend jennifer bailey 

An ordained minister in the African Methodist Episcopal Church and a theologian, Jennifer Bailey founded the Faith 
Matters Network in 2014 to better equip leaders within and across social movements with resources for connection, 
spiritual sustainability and support. She began her career as a Bill Emerson National Hunger Fellow at the National 
Conference of State Legislatures and as a fellow focused on child nutrition policy and healthy food access in low-income 
communities. Later she served on the staff of Community Food Advocates and Interfaith Youth Core in Nashville, 
Tennessee. This work served as a catalyst for The People’s Supper, an initiative she co-founded that since January 2017 
has hosted more than 1,400 suppers in 121 communities nationwide. An Ashoka Fellow, Aspen Ideas Scholar, On Being 
Fellow and Truman Scholar, Bailey earned degrees from Tufts University and Vanderbilt University Divinity School, 
where she was awarded the Wilbur F. Tillett Prize for accomplishments in the study of theology. A commentator and 
public speaker on the intersection of religion and public life, Bailey has spoken on the national and international stage  
at the inaugural Obama Foundation Summit, Makers, tedxSkoll and the White House.

Sacred Texts Al Fatiha, Islam
Shane Atkinson, Muslim Life 
Coordinator (Arabic)
Audrey Funk ’19 (English)

I Corinthians 2: 6-10, Christianity
Sienna Standfield ’19

Rig Veda 10.191.2-4, Hinduism
Joshua Cadorette ’19
 
Talmud, Aboda Zara 20b, Judaism
Emily Keller ’19

Gabriella Fies ’19
Hannah Podhorzer ’19
Sydney Solomon ’19 
Elana Spiegel ’19 
Sara Wasserman ’19 
Sophie Zinn ’19 



From The New Century Hymnal, Copyright © 1995 The Pilgrim Press.
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