
           June 1, 2019 

Dear Class of 2021,  

 Incoming law students often ask me at this time of year how they can use the 
summer to prepare well for law school. 

One way to start preparing is to start working on Core Grammar for Lawyers, 
an online program available at http://www.coregrammarforlawyers.com/. For your 
Legal Method & Communication (LMC) courses, Core Grammar will be a required text. 
You will need to purchase a one-year subscription to it. Please note that you do not 
need to enter a class code to begin working on it.  

 Before the end of Orientation, you will be required to take the pre-test on Core 
Grammar, which will help you identify your strong areas and any areas needing work 
in your core writing skills. The program then provides online exercises and post-tests, 
for you to use to improve your writing skills.  

 If you have the time now, you can buy your subscription to Core Grammar, take 
the pre-test, and start working through the exercises. Even if you already have strong 
writing skills, you may want to give the pre-test an early try. Some of the writing 
conventions favored by American lawyers are likely to be new to you.  

 Please do not be concerned about the questions that test legal citation, the 
formats for citing to or attributing legal research sources. Legal citation will be 
covered in class, and you are not expected to know those formats until they are 
covered in class.   

 Also, do not be unduly concerned if your pre-test score is low. Students 
consistently improve using the Core Grammar program, which is why we assign it.  

 At the end of the August term, your highest post-test score on Core Grammar 
will determine a small number of points that will factor into your course grade. Then 
at later times in the school year, your professor may ask you to return to certain 
exercises for more practice. You will have this resource available for a full year.  

 Writing is the core skill for lawyers. Your future supervisors in law offices, the 
judges in court, and your future clients will expect effective, professional writing in 
everything you write. Because students arrive at law school from a wide variety of 
undergraduate majors and previous jobs, you also arrive with a wide variety of 
previous writing experiences. The exercises in the Core Grammar program will help 
all of you proceed effectively through your legal work. You will use what you learn in 
the grammar exercises throughout your time in law school and throughout your legal 
career.     

http://www.coregrammarforlawyers.com/


 If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at the e-mail address 
or phone number below. I am glad to answer questions over the summer. If you are in 
the area, also feel free to stop by my office and say hello. I look forward to meeting 
you in August. 

 Sincerely, 
 Sue Liemer 

 Professor Sue Liemer 
 Director, Legal Method & Communication (LMC) 

 336-279-9232 
 sliemer@elon.edu 
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