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Proper Interviewing Attire 

When preparing for a professional interview, you should bear in mind that the legal profession is a 

conservative one. The goal is to present yourself in a manner that conveys a level of professionalism and 

maturity befitting the organization to whom you are applying. Potential employers are assessing how 

well you fit into their organizational culture and will make assumptions based on your presentation and 

attire.  As a professional trying to gain entry into a conservative profession, please keep the following 

tips in mind when choosing appropriate interview attire.  

MEN’S ATTIRE 

 A conservative suit in navy, dark gray or black with either pinstripes or solid in color conveys the most

professional image. The quality of the material is important.

 Suit jackets should be buttoned when you are standing to achieve a professional look.

 A solid white or blue dress shirt with long sleeves offers the most polished look. Patterns and bright

colors can shift the focus from you to your clothing, creating a potential distraction.

 Suits and shirts should be pressed and wrinkle free.

 Ties should be made of silk or a silk-like fabric. Go simple and subtle if you want to enhance your

credibility.

 Shoes should be conservative, clean, and polished. Black or brown is always a safe choice.

 Socks should be mid-calf in length, conservative and coordinate with the color of suit and shoes.

 Belts should match or closely coordinate with the color of your shoes.

 Neatly trimmed hair and a clean shave convey the most professional image.

 Jewelry should be kept to a minimum.

 Avoid colognes.

WOMEN’S ATTIRE 

 A conservative suit in navy, black, or darker gray with either pinstripes or solid in color conveys the most

professional image. The quality of the material is important.

 A skirted suit or pants suit is considered to be the most professional.

 Skirts should either be knee-length, below the knee or no more than 3” above the knee.

 Dresses that are accompanied by a matching suit jacket can have the same affect and appearance as a

skirted suit.

 Wearing a white or solid colored blouse under a suit jacket enhances a professional appearance. Patterns

and bright colors can shift the focus from you to your clothing, creating a potential distraction.

 Suits and blouses should be pressed and wrinkle free.

 Modest jewelry such as a necklace, earrings, and a watch are best for interviews.

 Low conservative heels are most appropriate for interviews.

 Fingernail polish, if worn, should be conservative and neat.

 Avoid perfumes.


