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Alamance County Leaders’ Statement on the Confederate Monument on
Courthouse Square

We as leaders in Alamance County recognize that we have a role to take the necessary
and timely action needed to ensure that our county is an inclusive, equitable and
welcoming place for people to thrive, conduct business, pursue an education, and live
fulfilling lives.

The Confederate Monument in the Courthouse Square of Graham currently stands at
the symbolic heart of our county at the epicenter of government. While this artifact is
undeniably part of our history, for many in our community, it represents an ideology
incompatible with equality. The history of Confederate monuments in the United States
is complex. While many believe they exist simply to honor fallen soldiers, in actuality
they were erected at a time of fervent white supremacy. The monument’s prominent
location before a house of justice, an entity which has historically failed to serve our
communities of color with equality, perpetuates this symbol as a barrier to the inclusion
we aspire to achieve. As the municipalities and counties around us have taken action to
remove their monuments, the Alamance County monument draws ever increasing
notoriety and represents an increased potential for violence. Now is the time for decisive
action to relocate this monument.

We are at a crossroads. As leaders, we want the county to move forward to a bright,
prosperous future and not cling to a symbol that will inevitably hold us back. The county
manager has wisely warned of the risks of deadly violence and recommended that the
monument be relocated. We wholeheartedly agree and support urgent action.

The future of our community hangs in the balance. Bold and inclusive leadership is
needed now more than ever. We stand together in this request and we invite other
leaders to join us in this call to action.

We hereby call upon the Alamance County Commissioners and the City Council of
Graham to take action to relocate the monument in a respectful and appropriate
manner. Relocation of the monument will remove the threat to the public safety that has
been created by this symbol in the Courthouse Square of Graham.
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For questions or to have your name added to the list of supporters on this letter, please
contact the office of Mayor lan Baltutis at 336-222-5020



