Elon University Poll

Statewide Poll, November 18-21, 2002

Male = 326, Female = 373

Margin +/- 3.76%
War on Terrorism

The Bush administration has talked about using military force to remove Saddam Hussein as leader of Iraq. Would you support using military force against Iraq or not?
Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                              -              -              

Any Response                         699          100.0%

Would support                        493           70.5%          

Would not support                    135           19.3%          

Don't know                            61            8.7%          

No response                           10            1.4%         

Total Responses                      699

October 21-24, 2002

The Bush administration has talked about using military force to remove Saddam Hussein as leader of Iraq. Would you support using military force against Iraq or not?
Total                                734          100.0%

No Answer                              4            0.5%           

Any Response                         730           99.5%

Would support                        458           62.4%          

Would not support                    196           26.7%         

Don't know                            66            9.0%         

No response                           10            1.4%         

Total Responses                      730

September 16-19, 2002

The Bush administration has talked about using military force to remove Saddam Hussein as leader of Iraq. Would you support using military force against Iraq or not?
Total                                719          100.0%

No Answer                              4            0.6%         

Any Response                         715           99.4%

Would support                        503           70.0%         

Would not support                    140           19.5%         

Don't know                            60            8.3%         

No response                           12            1.7%         

Total Responses                      715

Would you support an attack if the United States was able to assemble a coalition of allies, including Arab nations, that supported an attack?

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                              -              -              

Any Response                         699          100.0%

Would support                        559           80.0%          

Would not support                     91           13.0%         

Don't know                            40            5.7%         

No response                            9            1.3%         

Total Responses                      699

October 21-24, 2002

Would you support an attack if the United States was able to assemble a coalition of allies, including Arab nations, that supported an attack?

Any Response



734

Would support



546


74.4%

Would not support



109


14.9%

Don’t know




62


8.4%

No response




10


1.4%

Total Responses



727




Would you support an attack using air strikes against Iraq without any American troops on the ground?

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                              -              -              

Any Response                         699          100.0%

Would support                        507           72.5%          

Would not support                    131           18.7%        

Don't know                            53            7.6%        

No response                            8            1.1%        

Total Responses                      699

October 21-24, 2002 

Would you support an attack using air strikes against Iraq without any American troops on the ground?

Total                                734          100.0%

No Answer                              9            1.2%           

Any Response                         725           98.8%

Would support                        477           65.0%         

Would not support                    177           24.1%         

Don't know                            56            7.6%          

No response                           15            2.0%         

Total Responses                      725

Would you support an attack using large numbers of American ground

troops?

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                              -              -              

Any Response                         699          100.0%

Would support                        378           54.1%          

Would not support                    242           34.6%          

Don't know                            68            9.7%          

No response                           11            1.6%         

Total Responses                      699

October 21-24, 2002 

Would you support an attack using large numbers of American ground

troops?

Total                                734          100.0%

No Answer                             12            1.6%         

Any Response                         722           98.4%

Would support                        372           50.7%         

Would not support                    274           37.3%         

Don't know                            62            8.4%         

No response                           14            1.9%         

Total Responses                      722

November 5th U.S. Senate Election

Asked of 472 respondents who claimed to have voted on Nov. 5th.

Margin +/- 4.58%

How long before the November 5th Senate election did you decide that

you were going to vote the way you did?

Total                                472          100.0%

A year ago, when the

candidate announced plans

to run                               125           26.48%    

Last spring or summer                 80           16.95%   

Right before the primary

in September                          71           15.04%   

By mid-October                        70           14.83%   

The last two weeks of the

campaign                              93           19.49% 

On Election Day                       27            5.51%   

Don't know                             7            1.48% 

Refused to respond                     1            0.21%         

Total Responses                      472

Asked of 471 respondents who claimed to have voted on Nov. 5th.

Margin +/- 4.58%
What was the most important factor in making your choice for the

Senate? Was it the candidate's
Total                                471

Political party                       81           17.20%          

Experience in government              85           18.05%          

Experience in the private sector      22            4.67%          

Position on the issues               189           40.13%          

Television and radio ads              22            4.67%          

Gender                                 7            1.49%          

Other                                 52           11.04%         

Don't know                            10            2.12%          

No response                            3            0.64%         

Total Responses                      471
Asked of 469 respondents who claimed to have voted on Nov. 5th. 

Margin +/- 4.59%

Thinking of the Senate candidates' positions on issues, which issue was

most important to you in choosing a candidate? 

Total                                469

School vouchers                       20             4.26%         

Strengthening the military            55            11.73%         

Free trade                            11             2.35%         

Prescription drug

benefits for senior citizens          65            13.86%         

Abortion                              41             8.74%         

Environmental protection              14             2.99%         

Privatizing Social Security           43             9.17%         

Creating jobs                        128            27.29%         

Other                                 57            12.15%         

Don't know                            28             5.97%         

No response                            7             1.49%         

Total Responses                      469
Asked of 618 registered voters.

Margin +/- 4.00%

How would you describe the tone of the television and radio ads that

were aired on behalf of the Senate candidates?

Total                                618

Mostly positive                       34            5.50%         

Evenly divided between

positive and negative                145           23.46%         

Mostly negative                      411           66.50%         

Don't know                            21            3.40%         

No response                            7            1.13%         

Total Responses                      618
Asked of 616 registered voters.

Margin +/- 4.00%
Keeping in mind the campaign ads, which of the following statements

best describes you? 

Total                                616

The ads discouraged me

from voting                          121           19.64%     

The ads prompted me to

vote                                 109           17.69%  

The ads had no effect on

whether I voted or not               365           59.25% 

Don't know                            16            2.60%         

No response                            5            0.81%         

Total Responses                      616

Lottery

Do you favor a statewide lottery?

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                             34            4.9%         

Any Response                         665           95.1%

Yes                                  444           63.5%         

No                                   192           27.5%         

No response                            4            0.6%         

Undecided                             25            3.6%         

Total Responses                      665

September16-19, 2002

Do you favor a statewide lottery? 

Total                                719          100.0%

No Answer                             17            2.4%         

Any Response                         702           97.6%

Yes                                  457           63.6%         

No                                   209           29.1%         

No response                            4            0.6%         

Undecided                             32            4.5%         

Total Responses                      702

April 15-18, 2002

Do you favor a statewide lottery?

Total                                648          100.0%

No Answer                             18            2.8%         

Any Response                         630           97.2%

Yes                                  438           67.6%         

No                                   161           24.8%         

Undecided                             30            4.6%         

No Response                            1            0.2%         

Total Responses                      630
Should state lawmakers allow citizens to decide through a statewide vote whether or not North Carolina should have a lottery?

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                             34            4.9%         

Any Response                         665           95.1%

Yes                                  585           83.7%         

No                                    59            8.4%         

No response                            8            1.1%         

Undecided                             13            1.9%         

Total Responses                      665

September 16-19, 2002

Should state lawmakers allow citizens to decide through a statewide vote whether or not North Carolina should have a lottery?

Total                                719          100.0%

No Answer                             17            2.4%         

Any Response                         702           97.6%

Yes                                  610           84.8%         

No                                    72           10.0%         

No response                            7            1.0%         

Undecided                             13            1.8%         

Total Responses                      702

Governor Easley’s Approval Ratings

Do you strongly approve, approve, disapprove or strongly disapprove

of the job that Governor Mike Easley is doing?

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                             33            4.7%         

Any Response                         666           95.3%

Strongly approve                      22            3.1%         

Approve                              285           40.8%         

Neither approve nor disapprove       110           15.7%         

Disapprove                           125           17.9%         

Strongly disapprove                   66            9.4%         

Don't know                            49            7.0%         

No response                            9            1.3%         

Total Responses                      666
September 16-19, 2002

Do you strongly approve, approve, disapprove or strongly disapprove

of the job that Governor Mike Easley is doing?

Total                                719          100.0%

No Answer                             16            2.2%         

Any Response                         703           97.8%

Strongly approve                      27            3.8%         

Approve                              266           37.0%         

Neither approve nor disapprove       115           16.0%         

Disapprove                           138           19.2%         

Strongly disapprove                   55            7.6%         

Don't know                            87           12.1%         

No response                           15            2.1%         

Total Responses                      703

April 15-18, 2002

Do you strongly approve, approve, disapprove or strongly disapprove of the job that Governor Mike Easley is doing?

Total                                648          100.0%

No Answer                             19            2.9%         

Any Response                         629           97.1%

Strongly approve                      22            3.4%         

Approve                              295           45.5%         

Neither approve nor disapprove
  97           15.0%         

Disapprove                           105           16.2%         

Strongly disapprove                   27            4.2%         

Don't know                            76           11.7%         

No response                            7            1.1%         

Total Responses                      629
Cigarette Tax

The state is looking for more money to balance the state budget.  There has been talk of increasing the tax on a pack of cigarettes.  Do you strongly approve, approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove of this idea?
Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                             37            5.3%          

Any Response                         662           94.7%

Strongly approve                     197           28.2%          

Approve                              174           24.9%          

Neither approve nor disapprove        44            6.3%          

Disapprove                           111           15.9%          

Strongly disapprove                  110           15.7%          

Don't know                            16            2.3%          

No response                           10            1.4%         

Total Responses                      662

March 4-7, 2002

The state is looking for more money to balance the state budget.  There has been talk of increasing the tax on a pack of cigarettes.  Do you strongly approve, approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove of this idea?
Total                                713          100.0%

No Answer                             26            3.6%         

Any Response                         687           96.4%

Strongly approve                     190            26.6%



Approve                              215           30.2%



Neither approve nor disapprove
  43           6.0%



Disapprove                           117           16.4%



Strongly disapprove                  117           16.4%          

Don't know                             1            0.1%          

No response                            4            0.6%         

Total Responses                      687

State Budget 

When the state legislature convenes in January, it will have to come

up with more than one billion dollars to balance the state budget

next year. How should the legislature balance the budget?

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                             36            5.2%         

Any Response                         663           94.8%

Raise taxes                           31            4.4%         

Cut spending                         317           45.4%         

A combination of tax

increases and spending cuts           241           34.5%         

Don't know                            61            8.7%         

No response                           13            1.9%         

Total Responses                      663

In the event that the state legislature has to raise taxes, which of

the following should be increased?

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                             36            5.2%         

Any Response                         663           94.8%

Income tax                            45            6.4%         

Sales tax                            127           18.2%  

A combination of the

income and sales taxes               117           16.7%    

The state should not

raise taxes next year                348           49.8%         

Don't know                            13            1.9%         

No response                           13            1.9%         

Total Responses                      663

If the state legislature has to cut spending from state programs,

where should the legislature start? 

Total                                699          100.0%

No Answer                             39            5.6%         

Any Response                         660           94.4%

Highways                             122           17.5%         

Elementary and secondary

education                             16            2.3% 

Community colleges and

state universities                    31            4.4%         

Law enforcement                       19            2.7%         

Salaries and benefits for

state employees                      133           19.0%         

Health care and human services        26            3.7%         

Environmental protection              58            8.3%         

Other                                 96           13.7%         

The state should not cut

spending next year                    93           13.3%         

Don't know                            55            7.9%         

No response                           11            1.6%         

Total Responses                      660
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